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The end of a grubby affair 


C hrist ian Wo Intar 

Westminster Corresp ondent 

In a report that concludes one 
of the most shameftd and grub- 
by episodes in recent British pol- 
itics, Sir Gordon Downey, the 
Parliamentary Commissioner 
for Standards, found two former 
Tory ministers guilty of taking 
envelopes stuffed with cash for 
asking questions in the 
Commons. 

The long-awaited 900-page 
report by Sir Gordon had been 
ready for publication before 
the genera] election, but was de- 
layed by John Major's decision 
to prorogue Parliament early. It 
turns out to be particularly 
damning about the behaviour of 
two former ministers. Neil 
Hamilton and Tim Smith, as 
well as being highly critical of 
three other ex-MPs. 

Of Mr Hamilton, the former 
corporate affairs minister. Sir 
Gordon says that the evidence 
that he "received cash pay- 
ments directly from [MohamedJ 
al Riycd [the owner of Harrods] 
for lobbying services is com- 
pelling." Mr Smith, too, ac- 
cepted cash payments from Mr 
Fayed of between £18,000 and 
£25,000. Sir Gordon concludes 
that Mr Smith's conduct “has to 
be seen as a disingenuous at- 
tempt at concealment". 

The two former ministers 
reacted vety differently. Mr 
Hamilton, unrepentant, said 
he was "disappointed, devas- 
tated. perplexed and amazed" 
at (he report’s findings. But Mr . 
Smith, who resigned just before 
the election as Tory candidate 
for Beaconsfield, said: "I am 
very sorry that my conduct fell 
well helow the standards ex- 
pected of MPs. I can only say 
in my defence that it seemed 
less obvious at the lime than it 
does with the benefit of hind- 
sight what was the right course 
of action to take." 

Martin Bell, the indepen- 
dent MP who defeated Mr 
Hamilton in the safe Tory con- 
stituency oflatlOD. said the re- 
port vindicated his decision to 
stand in the seal. The BBC also 
confirmed last night that Mr 
Hamilton was srill asking for 
cash lor questions by demand- 
ing £50 to do interviews. 



Mr Hamilton vowed to con- 
tinue fighting and said that he 
would go to the courts "if he 
could find the money" to dear 
his name. Alan Bame& the con- 
stituency chairman uiThttcm last 
night announced his resignation. 

William Hague, the Tory 
leader, failed to distance him- 
self from those criticised in the 
report, saying: “The individuals 


concerned will wish to consid- 
er how they respond to Sir 
Gordon Downey's serious find- 
ings. The Conservative Parly 
wishes to see such matters fair- 
ly and rigorously dealt with." 

- Some Tory backbenchers 
were aghast at the feeble re- 
sponse from Mr Hague. One 
told The Independent. “Wiliam 
should express strong views 


about how to deal with the 
rogues and liars. We lost the 
election because people didn't 
believe us. and he has to take 
a stand, but he is in danger of 
making the same mistake as 
Major. This was a significant 
sample of Tory MPs in the last 
Parliament-" 

Labour sources . moved 
quickly to make political capi- 


tal out of Mr Hague’s stance, 
contrasting his failure to act with 
Labour’s quick distancing from 
its two MPs facing disciplinary 
charges, Mohammed Sarwar 
and Bob W&reing: “This is a big 
test for Hague, he should ensure 
these people are booted out of 
the party," one source said. 

Liberal Democrat Charles 
Kennedy, a member of the 


House of Commons Standards 
and Privileges Committee said; 
“The sad froth is that on the part 
of a number of MPs there has 
been disingenuous and dishon- 
est behaviour." 

The strongly-worded nature 
of the report vindicates the 
Guardian, which leaked parts of 
it before the election in clear 
contravention of parliamentary 


procedure. The editor of the 
Guardian, Alan Rusbridger said 
last night that the paper s pub- 
lication of extracts prevented 
the election of several of those 
involved in the affair. 

The report was critical of four 
other former Tbiy MPs who 
faced allegations of miscon- 
duct. Sir Michael Grylls. who re- 
tired from his Surrey South 


Unrepentant: Neil and 
Christine Hamilton In 
Westminster yesterday 
after reading the Downey 
report 

Photograph: Brian Harris 

West seal, was found by Sir Gor- 
don to have received undis- 
closed payments of cush from 
Ian Greer, the lobbyist. He was 
also found to have “misled a se- 
lect committee of MPs" and 
“persistently failed to declare his 
interests in dealings with 
ministers". 

Sir Andrew Bowden, who 
lost Brighton Kcmpiown in 
May, “failed to declare interests 
in dealings with ministers and 
officials over the House of Fras- 
er", and in one case “gave a mis- 
leading explanation" for his 
lobbying. He also failed to reg- 
ister a donation to his election 
campaign. 

Michael Brown, who lost 
Gcethoipes, “persistently and 
deliberately" failed to declare 
his lobbying interest for a to- 
bacco firm when dealing with 
ministers and officials. 

Sir Rrter Hordern, who stood 
down at Horsham, was only 
mildly rebuked for having bro- 
ken the spirit of the rules but 
was cleared of accepting cash 
for questions. Four other ex- 
MPs who received money from 
Mr Fayed were exonerated: 
Norman Lament. Lady Olga 
Maitland, Gerry Malone, and 
Nuj Deva. Sir Gordon also 
said that the rules governing the 
registration of election dona- 
tions should be reviewed. 

The former MPs have two 
weeks in which to challenge the 
findings of the report and then 
it will be up to the 1 1 members 
of the Commons Standards 
and Privileges Committee to de- 
cide what action to take. As the 
men concerned are all now out 
of Parliament, possible sanctions 
are limited but the committee 
could theoretically recommend 
to Parliament that they send 
tbem to prison or ban them 
from standing for election. 
However, one source close to 
the committee said: “They will 
never get back into public life. 
That is sufficient punishment.” 

Below standard, pages 4.5 
Leading article, page 19 


Clinton begs for Ulster compromise 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

President Ginton last night 
made an 11th hour appeal to 
Loyalists and Nationalists to 
ovoid a disastrous confrontation 
in Prumcree at the weekend, as 
Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, grappled with 
the unionising decision over 
whether to let the Orange- 
men's march go ahead. 

With that decision hanging on 
a knite edge, the Ulster Secre- 
tary last night flew to Belfast for 
last minute talks with Lt-Gen- 
oral Rupert Smith, the Gener- 
al Officer commanding British 


troops in the Province, and 
Ronnie Flanagan, the. Chief 
Constable of the RUC, about 
the risks of a Woody con- 
frontation on Sunday, if the 
march is allowed to go ahead. 

A decision could be an- 
nounced today, but Ms 
Mowlam is expected to allow 
the residents of the Garvaghy 
Road in ftxtadown and the Or- • 
angemen more time to consid- 
er the appeal tty President 
Ginton for restraint, and for a 
compromise to be reached. 

“There have been very strong 
rumours that she will force it 
through, but no decision has 
been taken either way. She has 


made it clear it is for the RUC 
•chief constable to advise. If he 
derides it should be banned, she 
has the power to do so, but if 
he decides it should go ahead, 
she will support him,” said one 
Government source. 

Ms Mowlam earlier attend- 
ed the first talks at Dawning 
Street between Bertie Ahern, 
the new Irish Ihoiseach, and 
Tony Blair, who also recog- 
nised that last hopes of secur- 
ing a ceasefire from the IRA 
could rest on the outcome of tbe 
Drumcree impasse. Mr Ahern 
and tbe Irish Minister for For- 
eign Affairs, Ray Burke, upset 
Unionists in Belfast earlier this 


week when they called for the 
march to be banned. “They 
are worried about the security 
breaking down, and civil war 
breaking out, but we have had 
civil war fora generation , ” said 
one Ulster Unionist MP. 

Downing Street sources said 
the meeting was positive, and 
Mr Ahern praised tbe “tireless" 
efforts of Ms Mowlam to reach 
a compromise in Drumcree, 
but there were dear signs of ten- 
sions between Dublin and Lon- 
don over the decision. “They 
stated their position and we 
wanted them to understand the 
difficulty we have,” said a 
"Whitehall source. 


Mr Ahern said it would be a 
“retrograde step" to use troops 
to force the march along Gar- 
vaghy Road past Drumcree 
Church through the predomi- 
nantly Catholic area of Porta- 
down, where tensions were 
rising on the front line. ir We 
have to try to de-escalate the 
tension, understanding the 
protests of one side and the tra- 
ditions of another,” said Mr Ah-' 
era. “If it goes wrong, nerves wiB 
be tested, including try own." 

Calling for “generosity" to be 
shown on both sides, the Irish 
Prime Minister cautioned 
against allowing tbe Drumcree 
confrontation to destroy the 


peace process, in which he is 
supporting Mr Blair in insisting 
that the IRA must declare a 
ceasefire before they can join 
the talks, which are due to re- 
sume in September. 

Tbe Government broke off 
contacts with Sinn Brin after the 
killing of two policemen ty the 
IRA. but officials have con- 
firmed that Sinn Fein has sent 
the Government a note asking 
for clarification of the joint 
Anglo-Irish statement, and the 
Government is in touch with 
Sinn Fein through some form of 
contacts with officials. “We are 
aware of their general atti- 
tude.” said the source. 




British tennis fells back to earth 


dare Garner 


Horton quits Burma 

The Burton Group said it was sev- 
ering its links with Burma yester- 
day. just before a Nmsnighi 
documentary was due to document 
its ties to the country. Page 14 




The sun set on Britain's hopes 
of a home grown finalist at 
Wimbledon this year at 5.44pm 
yesterday- 

Hie fact that the “Greg v 
Tim” T-shirts had sold out to 
expectant spectators that morn- 
ing said it alL The fens had been 
counting their Brits before they 
were hatch ed- 

Henmania was histoty - and 
as the crestfallen crowd filed out 
of the stadium they took refuge 
in another national obsession - 
the weather. 

While Greg Rusedski, who 
lost 4-6; 64, 4-6, 3-6 to the un- 
seeded Frenchman Cedric Pio- 
line. could have been 
demoralised by the poor turn 


out of fans for his match, Hen- 
man could have no such griev- 
ance. Fbr everyone was well 
aware that Michael Stich, the 
German former champion who 
has announced his retirement, 
bad nothing to lose and Hen- 
man, who would have become 
the first Briton to make the 
semis ance 1973 - four years be- 
fore he was born - had every- 
thing to play for. 

Before the match Stich had 
said that, while one could always 
be certain that in football the 
German would pull through 
when h came to the crunch, the 
same could not be said of ten- 
nis. But yesterday it never came 
to the crunch. Any parallel with 
the highly charged Euro % 
shoot out was redundant. 


Rather, it seemed that Stich had 
a clear passage. 

He greeted the final score &■ 
3, 6-3, 64 by chucking his tow- 
els to the crowd. The Union 
Jack wavers were the first to 
reach out and grab them. 

"The British were indeed a 
fickle bunch yesterday. In the 
morning Rusedski was cham- 
pioned as their own but once be 
lost the fens were quick to dis- 
own him. As one steward re- 
marked “If be had won he'd 
have been British, now that he's 
been knocked out be isn't 
British any more.’’ 

When Rusedski walked on to 
the court at 1 l.Q3am only one 
third of tbe 11,500 seats were oc- 
cupied- An hour later tbe court 
was only half full The reasons 
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given were various. A 
spokesman for the All England 
Tennis Gub said “We like tbe 
place to be bumming but peo- 
ple have 10 make their own 
arrangements and we can't in- 
fluence people 10 get here." 

Boris Becker, three limes 
the Wimbledon champion, will 
not be returning to the Cham- 
pionships. The German was 
beaten 6-1, 6-7, 6-1 64 by Bste 
Sampras in the quarter-finals 
yesterday and announced it 
was his last match at the All 
England Oub. 

‘That’s it for me,” he said. 
“My last lime at Wimbledon. I 
think h’s a good moment for me 
to go. I just don't feel I have 
what H takes to win a Grand 
Slanfany more.*' 

Games -22 

Usings -20»21 
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Style -4^5 
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Canon make 

the best budget 

Ihkjet printer 

I in the world 

Personal Computer World 


that is. 


According to Personal 
Computer World, at under 
£200 the Canon 
BJC-240 colour 
printer is the clear 
winner in the best 

osghi 

budget inkjet award for 
1997. What mere would 

BJC-240 you need to be 
tempted? Possibly, that 
ite currently being sold 
with a free mono ink 
cartridge (rrp £23 + VAT). 



Canon 


For more information call 
free on 0500 246 246. 
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Government in Lords defeat 
over Referendums Bill 


Tlie Government last night suffered its fim defeat in the Lords, 
when Ton,- peere forced a change in the Referendums Bill to 
require the referend ums in Scotland and Voiles to be held on the 
same day. 

The defeat, by 101 to 94, a majority of seven, during the 
comnuttee stage of the Bill could be overturned when it returns to 
the Coininc'ris but that would risk delay, which the Government 
can ul afford. The referendums are due to be held in September. 

It put a hole in the Government's strategy for building up 
momentum to encourage a “yes" vote in Wes. The Government 
wanted to hold the Welsh referendum after the Scots had voted on 
a Scottish Parliament, and it may decide to overturn the Lords’ 
decision, when the Bill reLums to the Commons. 

The defeat will also fuel demands for an early move by the 
Government to end the rights of hereditary peers to vote in the 
Lords. Tories bad so far been restrained in their dominance 
of the House in Lhe face of Labour’s pledge to abolish hereditary 
peers’ voting rights. Colin Brown 


Cleared prison chief resigns 


The chief executive of Ashworth top security hospital has quit her 
job even though an independent inquiry gave her the all-clear, it 
emerged today. 

Janice Miles, 4S, was suspended from her post on 7 February 
after the then Health Secretary Stephen Dorrell announced the 
investigation into alleged paedophile activities and drug abuse at 
the complex in Maghuil on Merseyside. 

The hospital authority had ordered its own inquiry into the 
allegations and it put Mrs Miles, who joined the hospital as general 
manager in 1993. in the dear. Mrs Miles still intends to give 
evidence to the judicial inquiry, which begins in November after 
preliminary hearings in August and October. Jojo Moyes 


BA cabin crew consider strike offer 


Leaders of 9,000 British Airways cabin crew were last night 
considering proposals from the airline aimed at averting a three- 
day strike beginning next Wednesday. While stewards and 
stewardesses were protesting over the imposition of a new pay 
structure, t alks continued between the airline and representatives 
of 9,000 ground staff who are threatening industrial action in a 
separate dispute over the sell-off of the catering division. 

Meanwhile, Richard Branson’s Virgin Atlantic yesterday 
unveiled the airline's new logo (pictured) - the Union Flag which 
BA dropped from the tail planes of its aircraft last month. The new 
logo, which will appear at the front of Virgin aircraft, was unveiled 
on a Boeing 747 at Heathrow airport Barrie Clement 



Lord Irvine helps blind magistrates 


A long-standing campaign for blind people to be allowed to serve 
as magistrates paid off yesterday as Lord Irvine, the Lord 
Chancellor, announced he was seeking to appoint a pilot 
complement of six over the next 12 months. 

The move was welcomed tty the Royal National Institute for the 
Blind. Chairman John V&1L, the only blind person in Britain to 
hold pan-time judicial office in pre-trial High Court hearing, said: 
“Blind people can judge as well as their sighted peers, especially as 
they will noL be distracted by irrelevant considerations such as a 
person's appearance." Patricia Wynn Davies 


Channel 5 plans major relaunch 

Channel 5 is preparing for a major programming and advertising 
relaunch in September. Dawn Airey, the channel’s programming 
director, has confirmed that the “stripped and stranded" format of 
her shows will be watered down and a number will be scrapped or 
radically rejigged in the autumn. 

There wifi also be a fresh marketing campaign to encourage 
people to tune in to the channel because another swathe of 
transmitters will be turned on in September. Both the programme 
relaunch and marketing push are timed to coincide with the 
increased viewing all television gets in the autumn. Paul McCann 


Builders’ threat to Opera House 


Leaders of 40.000 construction workers yesterday threatened 
indefinite strikes at prestige projects including the Tate Gallery, 
Royal Opera House and the Millennium Dome in a dispute over 
pay. 

The target sites, which also include the Newbury Bypass and the 
Channel Tunnel Rail-Link, could be hit by stoppages from 5 
August, and plans drawn up Ity the Transport and General Workers 
Union and the GMB general union. 

The Construction Confederation, the employers' group, is 
seeking a long terra agreement on pay of up to four years, although 
unions are now attempting to thrash out a deal for this year. 

Barrie Clement 


End of the road for Ladas 


Russian-built Lada cars have finally reached the end of the road in 
Britain, it was confirmed yesterday. Seventy jobs will be lost at the 
company's Humberside import centre after a rescue attempt failed. 
No more new cars will be imported, but Lada owners, thought to 


number about 100.000. will still get parts and servicing through UK 
dealers. Often the butt of jokes, the Lada has actually proved quite 


popular in Britain since it went on sale in 1973. 
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Mrs 


Parker Bowles: PR professionals are said to beadvfetogher awfibe Prinde of W'MW* ^ 


TV plays role in 



A Camilla Parker Bowles propaganda campaign 
will hit something of a peak this weekend, With 
the broadcast of a sympathetic documentary 
about the Prince of Wales’s “special friend" on Chan- 
nel 5, and an episode of BBCl’s Heart of The Matter 
exploring the implications for the Church of England 
of a marriage between the two. 

According to the maker of the Channel 5 docu- 
mentary, Mrs Parker Bowles's biographer; Christopher 
Wilson, the film was made against the wishes of the 
Prince's office at St James’s Palace, although it has 
not denied that a “Camilla campaign" is in full swing. 

The two programmes come just two weeks after the 
Daily Mail splashed with the headline "Charles and 
CamSla: could they marry?", which quoted “friends" 
of the couple speculating that public opinion had soft- 
ened in favour of a marriage that would avoid Camil- 
la being caOed Queen. 

Royal correspondents for the tabloid press admit 
that the sources for a number of pro-Camilla stories 
are professional public relations experts who are ad- 
vising the couple with the complicity of St James’s 
Palace, These indude one unpaid advisor from Sir Ten 
Bell's PR agency, Lowe Bell Communications. 

The re-making of Mrs Parka- Bowles began in April, 
when she posed for her first official photograph, as a 
patron of the National Osteoporosis Society. 




The society, was chosen because Mrs Parked 
Bowfes’s family has suffered from the disease, and it 
wou« therefore took tess BJra a PR exercise. 

Royal watchers have been briefed to expect , a 
50th birthday party for Mrs Parker Bowles at Prince 
Charfes’shorne, bSgtyyw© House,ln Gloucestershire, 
latertfus month. It has also beep well leaked that the- 


erin September 


this year," saidoneof the royal pack yestarrfay. "At-' 
though ft wooWftaretjeeh hard forftfb get any Wptse : 
- dtewasthemeStrevSedWornaniritheUK." 

‘Tt’s fairtysubtfostuft rnoving-sfowiy to roakesujre 
they doriT upsptthe public” he added. 


I.itp j — -7- 

er Bowles’ first public speaking engagement, captured 
on grainy home video & a National Osteoporosls Sq- 
dety event Her voice, heart! for the^firrt time fn pub- 
lic, sounds exactly as you wotMimagiiw the vok&tf 
Hie Prince of Vfales’s mistress and the ex-wife of a 
Cavalry officer to sound. 7 
ft is possible id believe that St James’s Palace had 
no influence on the documentary because, as usual, 
the members of the Royal Family emerge looking like 
the villains of the piece; . .. . 

Paul McCann 


Trade Andrews 
trial told of row 
before murder 


The jury in the trial of Trade An- 
drews, accused of the murder of 
her boyfriend, Lee Harvey, yester- 
day heard a nine-year-old girl tell 
police that she had heard two peo- 
ple arguing outside a house be- 
side the murder scene. 

The child, who cannot be identi- 
fied for legal reasons, said in a 
videotaped interview that she be- 
lieved the two voices belonged to 
a man and a woman. 

Andrews' version of events is 
that her boyfriend was murdered 
by another man in a road-rage 
attack. 

The little girl was staying in 
Coopers Hill in Worcestershire, on 
1 December last year, the night Mr 
Harvey died from more than 30 
stab wounds. 

"1 woke up. I heard some peo- 
ple talking outside. It sounded like 
two people and there was definite- 
ly a man. He was shouting and it 
sounded as if they were arguing," 
she said. 

She added: “I didn’t hear what 
they said but they were definitely 
having an argument I didn't hear 
the other voice because it was 
softer than the man’s voice.” 

Earlier, the court heard Susan 
Duncan, a local resident (above), 
tell how Andrews had been unable 
to describe the alleged assailant’s 
car. “She was covered in blood, it 
was all over her face, ail over her 
hair, and all down her top ... What 
she was saying to me sounded 



very just disjointed at that time. I 
asked more questions. I asked her 
about the other vehicle, I asked 
her if she had seen the colour of 
the vehicle. She said ‘no’," Mrs 
Duncan said. 

“I asked her if she has seen the 
make of the car and she said ‘no'. 

"I asked her if she had seen any 
part of the registration number - a 
letter or a number - and she said 
‘no’." 

Andrews, 28, of The Becks, 
Alvechurch, Worcestershire, de- 
nies murdering Mr Harvey. The 
prosecution claims that she 
launched a vicious attack on him 
as they drove home from a pub. 

But Andrews told police that 
they had been chased along coun- 
try lanes by another vehicle and 
that Mr Harvey was murdered by a 
man who was passenger of the 
mystery vehicle. Jojo Moyes 


Woman’s bone 
marrow may not 
help dying sister 


A woman who overcame her fear 
of hospitals to help save her dying 
sister has been told their bone 
marrow does not match. 

Susan Squires and her sister, 
Angela Latham, both from Black- 
pool, did not speak for three years 
after Ms Squires refused to consid- 
er a transplant to help her sister 
fight leukaemia. 

Doctors treating 34-year-okl Mrs 
Latham had scoured a worldwide 
register of 4 million bone marrow 
donors before concluding that only 
Ms Squires, 39, could help. 

Ms Squires finally agreed in 
April, after she was told she need 
not go to hospital. She gave blood 
samples at her home and “had 
come to terms" with the operation. 

But tests showed the sisters’ 
marrow was a “partial mismatch” 
and Ms Squires was only as suit- 
able as an unrelated donor. 

“She was as disappointed as I 
was with the results of the tests. 
After everything we'd gone 
through it was not what I was ex- 
pecting," Mrs Latham said. 

The mother- of-two has vowed to 
go ahead with the operation if pos- 
sible, despite warnings of compli- 
cations. She is now waiting on 
advice from specialists at Man- 
chester Royal Infirmary as to 
whether the transplant should go 
ahead. 

“It’s a case of weighing every- 
thing up. All we can do is waft.” 

Jojo Moyes 


EDUCATION 


Universities should scrap 
degree classifications 


Universities should move towards replacing the traditional hemr rare 
degree classifications with a possrfait system to iron out variations 
in degree standards, according to an influential report. 

The study, published yesterday by the Higher Education Quality 
Council, concludes that a minimum “threshold, standard” for 
degrees would help ensure consistency, reassuring students and 
employers. ... 

Though universities, like cars, varied widely m type anu purpose, 
they could all be ubligcd lb pass common quality standards, the 
HEQCsaid. 

The Graduate Standards Progra mm e. launched three years ago 
amid mounting concern that rapid expansion in higher education 


fraH ted rp an overall decline in standards, confirmed that decrees 


icrc 


in different universities and subjects were not comparable 
were now very few people who believed that "a degree is a degree 
is a degree", said Peter Wright, project director. 


Theldea of threshold standards for degrees was popular both in 

jrt found 


higher education and outside, the report found. Academics saw the 
system as a way of guaranteeing accountability in the eyes of the 
public, while students wanted to be sure of quality, particularly if 
thev had to contribute financially towards ihcir courses. 

However, the HEQC study concluded a threshold system could 
not be introduced until moves had been made to ensure more 
comparability between degrees, including stronger external 
mminhig. Common terminology was also needed to ensure 
diploma or a degree at various levels had the same meaning at nil 
higher education institutions. Lucy Ward 



DRUGS 


Ecstasy users suffer depression 


Nearly three-quarters of ecstasy users fod they arc suffering long- 
term negative consequences of their behaviour, with the most 
frequent complaints being depression and loss of concentration. 
According to a survey of nearly 500 long-term regular users - 
is those who have used the drug at least once ev< 


defined as those who have used die drug at least once every two 
months for two years or more - found that people over 30 are more 
Hkety to get feelings of depression, and a third link this to their 
ecstasy use. 

In a separate surrey; doctors in accident and emergency 
departments said that ecstasy has now become the second most 
common drug in terms of patients presenting adverse reactions to 
illegal substances. . 

Practically all of the users interviewed for BBC Radio 5 Lhe s 
\foong Britain season said 
that they had at some point 
taken ecstasy with another 
drag. Six out of 10 said they 
always mixed ecstasy with 
another drug, the most 
common being 
amphetamines, cannabis, 
alcohol and LSD. And despite 
the fact that three-quarters of 
all ecstasy users owned up to 
concerns about ecstasy's long- 
term effects, only one in 20 
said they would not take the 
drug again. 

Glenda Cooper 



HOSPITALS 


.43 


Denial of care costs 2,500 lives 

More than 2^00 people may die every year - a similar number to 
those killed in road traffic accidents - because thev- are being ■ 
wrongly turned away from Intensive care units, according to a new 
study. ... 

Patients who were turned away from hospital intensive care units 
because of bed shortages were 60 per cent more likely to die than 
those who were admitted, said researchers from the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine writing in the Lancet. 

The study, the first of its kind in Britain, examined six intensive 
care units over a three-month period and compared the death rates 
of patients who were refused admission because of lack of facilities., 
with those who were treated. 

Researcher Alison Metcalfe and her team found that 165 of the 
650 adult patients who were eligible for admission were turned 


away. 


When they followed the cases up, three months later, they found . - 
that 37 per cent of those who were admitted to intensive care, and 
46 per cent of those who were denied admission had died. They 
concluded that the potential excess risk for those who were not 
admitted was 60 per cent. Glenda Cooper 


POLICE 


Complaints threaten confidence 


Increasing numbers of complaints of sexual and racial 
harassment by police officers against their own colleagues is 
undermining public Erich in the ability of the service to handle 
sensitive investigations, the Police Complaints Authority warned 


ijte 


yw 

Lan 


ling the authority's 1996/97 annual report, Peter 

Moorhouse, the chairman, said the fact that three police 
authorities had voluntarily referred high-profile sex 
discrimination allegations for investigation suggested “an 
apparent inabEUty within forces to manage gross disharmony 
between officers who should be colleagues.* 

The authority also highlighted continuing concerns about 
deaths in custody; calling for force doctors to possess skills in 
diagnosing psychiatric, drug or alcohol problems and for. “urgent 
consideration'' to be given to the introduction of closed-circuit 
television in at /east one cell in police stations, so that high-risk 
prisoners could be kept under observation. Patricia Wynn Davies 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 4:L2%of 
the raw material for UK newspaper 
in the first half of 1996 
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2.500 lives 


The House of high fashion 




The fresh intake 
of Labour MPs 
have provided a 
new model army 
for the glossy 
pages of Elle 
magazine 

Alexandra Williams 

and Fran Abrams 

: Dressed in a dassy range of trouser 
suits, short skirts and stilettos, the five 
'formidable women are “sexy, stylish 
and spirited 1 '. 

They embody the core values of 
EUe , the upmarket women's style 
. magazine - but they are not the lat- 
est breed of professional model but 
members of Labour's new model 
army. Sumptuously spread over five 
pages, five Labour women MPs 
strut their stuff In the magazine's Sep- 
tember issue. 

The unprecedented number of 
Labour women MPs winning seats 
at the May election prompted the 
magazine’s piece. Of the 101, Diane 
.Abbott, Melanie Johnson, Caroline 
Flint, Shona Mclsaac and Jane Grif- 
■fiths escaped the Commons for a ses- 
sion as models in a lop studio. 

Fussed over by the fashion gum 
Iain R Webb, the women spent a day 
posing in front of the renowned pho- - 
lographer John Swannell's camera. 

But the magazine's photography 
director, - Duane Ashurst, said: 
.“These women are not fashion vic- 
tims. They were a bit apprehensive 
I at first but we assured them they 
iwouldn'l be modelling Versace ball 
I gowns but instead smart day wear. 

“In the main we chose the younger 
and newer MPs to the party and 
wanted a range of looks. We didn't 
want them all to have long blonde 
hair.'* 

Swannell shot the black-and-white 
pictures two weeks ago in his studio 
in Camden, north London. But the 
magazine is keen to keep the pictures 
under wraps until nearer the publi- 



cation date of 8 August. Mr Ashurst 
said: “We can't give too much away 
too soon - there has to be an element 
of surprise for our readers. 

“The clothing is very smart and the 
pictures are classic - the women look 
almost statuesque. They are smiling 
and up-beat." 

Hie youngest model, the new 
Oeethorpes MP Shona Mclsaac 27, 
sports a pair of high spiked metal 


Caroline FBnt (right) and 
Jane Griffiths (above), two 
of the Labour MPs who 
have been photographed 
for the September issue 
of Elle (left). These - 
women are not fashion 
victims,' the magazine’s 
photography director, 
Duane Ashurst, said. They 
were a bit apprehensive at 
first but we assured them 
they wouldn’t be modelling 
Versace ball gowns but 
instead smart day wear' 

Photographs: Nicola Kurtz 


stilettos and an a hove- ih e-knee skin. 
Caroline Flint, 35-year-old new MP 
for Don Valley, sees the focus on 
fashion as a good way to reach the 
readers of women's magazines. 

Tf it were an angling magazine or 
an FA Cup magazine the focus 
would be different. 

“But we are showing that as 
women politicians we share some of 
the same interests as other ordinary 



women and 1 think that’s good," she 
said. 

The MP for Welwyn Hatfield. 
42-year-old Melanie Johnson, said 
the five chose their outfits from a rack 
of clothes provided by Elle. 

T think there's quite a lot of in- 
terest in us as a group. There is a sense 
of change and of people finding out 
what that change means," she said 

Jane Griffiths, MP for Reading 


East, was clad in a pin-striped wool 
suit for the shoot, and enjoyed the 
experience. 

She said: “They definitely haven’t 
made us look like models. It was a 
way of showing we were human 
beings-" 

Diane Abbott, Hackney North and 
Stoke Newington MP since 1987and 
the only one in the group who was 
already an MP before the last elec- 


tion. did not think the exerrise par- 
ticularly significant. 

“ Elle warned 10 take some pho- 
tographs of Labour women MPs. 1 
have had my photograph in maga- 
zines before." she said. 

EUe is not the only magazine to 
have taken an interest in the new in- 
take of women MPs. 

Since the general election re- 
lumed a total of 120 women to Par- 


liament their profile has been con- 
stantly high. 

Within the first week, Richard and 
Judy had three new Labour women 
on "their morning show for a 
makeover. 

The MPs have also featured in Site 
and Mu* Woman. Good Housekeep- 
ing ran pictures of 70 of the new 
breed with their pledges on what they 
would like to do for women. 


Recording is too much like hard work 


w i rtw:i"W 


Ian Burrell 

. Britain's poplars are rebelling 
against music "business bosses 
who they say are working them 
too hard. 

Bands are being asked to 
produce what they claim is an 
exhausting supply of bonus 
tracks, remixes and alternative 
B-sides for different record for- 
mats. They say the practice, 
used by record companies to 
boost singles sales, leads to sub- 
standard material being re- 
leased and undermines the 
credibility of the charts by in- 
ducing fans 10 buy several for- 
mats of the same "single. 

In a statement issued yester- 
day to The Independent, repre- 
sentatives of some of the biggest 


names in British musiccalled for 
a radical shake-up of the record 
industry. 

. The announcement by the 
IMF, the organisation which 
represents British music man- 
agement, follows a meeting of 
its council members at the Roy- 
al Albert- Hall on Wednesday. 
Among them were the man- 
agers of George Michael, 
Skunk Anansie, Cast, Mansun, 
Inspiral Carpets, the Boo 
Radleys, Bryan Ferry, Paul 
Young and Robbie Williams. 

The IMF said: “The creative 
strain of having to write and pro- 
duce dozens of additional tracks 
at great cost combined with the 
time pressures of a hectic pro- 
motional schedule frequently 
leads to sub-standard material 


being released across several 
formats to help maximise sales 
and achieve a high chart posi- 
tion." The group said it would 
be calling for major changes in 
the singles market when it meets 
shortly with officials from the 
British Phonographic Industry. 

It is likely to call for a re- 
daction to just two record for- 
mats for singles - probably CD 
and seven-inch single - with an 
A side and one B side. A sep- 
arate 12-inch vinyl chart for 
dance music only is also likely 
to be proposed. 

Currently it is not uncommon 
for the same single to exist on 
a 25-minute CD (four tracks), 
a second 25-minute CD (with 
the same A side and three dif- 
ferent bonus tracks), and a 40- 


minute CD (A side remixed sev- 
eral times). The same single 
could alternatively be released 
on cassette single (different 
bonus tracks), seven-inch vinyl 
(still different bonus tracks), 
and 12-inch vinyl (up to 40 min- 
utes of remixes). 

Robert Swerdlcw, manager 
of Cast and Mansun, said that 
with each single bands were giv- 
ing away almost an album of 
free material which was not cov- 
ered by their contract. “When 
a band gels signed to a record- 
ing company it is for albums and 
singles alone," he aid. “Now 
the record companies are get- 
ting free of charge an extra 16 
tracks a year in their catalogue 
which they could use 10 put out 
a B-sides album or a box set." 


And he added: “It is material 
that the bands are probably not 
happy with 100 per cent." 

Single sales have enjoyed a 
huge revival in the bast two years 
as record companies have in- 
creased their efforts to use 
them as a promotional tool for 
albums. Britons buy more sin- 
gles per head than any other 
country - except Japan - and 
sales are greater than at any 
time since 1982. Nearly 50 mil- 
lion singles were sold in 1996, 
a rise of 23 per cent on 1995. 

Many sales are achieved, 
however, because shops can 
cut prices after receiving singles 
free from record companies. Ian 
McAndrew, manager of the 
Brand New Heavies, said: "It 
gives a great advantage to ma- 


jor labels who can afford to give 
away a large volume of product 
but independent labels and less 
established artists who want 
their records sold at full price 
cannot compete." 

Record industry sources said 
bonus tracks often involved lit- 
tle work from the band. “They 
can be live tracks, interviews or 
B-sides that have been record- 
ed before," said one. “Bands 
should realise that no one makes 
money from singles which are a 
vehicle to draw attention, 
through radio, to the album." 

David Hughes, of EMI, 
added: “The view of the public 
was that the capability of the CD 
was such that only giving them 
the old A and B side was not giv- 
ing them value for money." 



Protest song: Managers of artists such as George Michael (above) 
say they are being pressured to sanction sii»-standard releases 
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the sleaze repeat 
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Five men who fell below the standards 

Hamilton: cash 
and a stay at Ritz 


Neil Hamilton: 

Former barrister specialising in 
taxation, aged 48, Became MP for 
Tattoo in 1983 but lost his seat to 
Martin Bell. Entered Parliament 
in 1983, became a government 
whip in 1990 and was corporate 
affairs minister from 1992 to 1994 
The charges: That he took f 10,000 
from Ian Greer to lobby ministers 
and failed to declare it on the Reg- 
ister of Members’ Interests or to the 
Inland Revenue. That he twice failed 
to declare free hospitality at the Ritz 
Hotel in Pans from the Hairods own- 
er, Mobamed al-Fayed, and that he 
stayed at Mr Fayed’s estate, Bai- 
nagown Castle, without declaring it 
That some of the money was dis- 
guised as gifts of paintings and oth- 
er items and that be also took 
thousands of pounds in envelopes 


from Mr Fayed. That he deliberately . 
misled Michael Heseltine, the 
deputy prime minister, about his re- 
lationship with Mr Greer. 

Downey verdict: There was com- 
pelling evidence that Mr Hamilton 
received cash directly from Mr Fayed 
in return for lobbying services. Al- 
though the total amount was undear 
it was unlikely to have been less than 
the £18,000-£25,000 received by Inn 
Smith. The way the payments were 
received and concealed fell well be- 
low standards expected of MFs. 

Mr Hamilton deliberately misled 
Mr Heseltine. president of the board 
of trade, in 19W, when be said he had 
no financial relationship with Mr 
Greer. In a phone conversation he 
gave an absolute assurance that 
there was no such relationship, when 
in fact he had received two com- 
mission payments from him in 1988 







Neil Hamilton: Downey said there was compeHfog evidence he had 


and 1989, totalling £10,000. There 
was no evidence he received cash in- 
directly from Mr Fayed through Mr 
Greer, though he admitted taking 
payments from Mr Greer for other 


Hospitality Mr Hamilton received 
from Mr Fayed at the Ritz and else- 
where was for lobbying and should 
have been registered. The Inland 
Revenue was opt told of the two 
commission payments, from Mr 


cfeved money from At Fayed for lobbying . Photograph: Brian Harris 

Greer, and Mr Hamilton asked for later wasstiD soliciting favours, in the 
payment in land so the sums would form of a second stay at the Ritz. Mr 

not be taxable. . Hamilion failed to register two in- 

In 1990 Mr Hamilton deliberate- traduction payments from Mr Greer 
ly gave the impression he hadsevered in relation to United States Ibbac- 
links with Mr Fayed but three months co and the National Nudear Cor- 


poration, some of which he took in 
kind. But there was insufficient evi- 
dence ti) show that the U5T payment 
was a disguised consultancy foe. He 
also felled to register hospitality 
fromUST 

Mr Hamilton persistently and de- 
libera tely failed to declare interests 
" in. the House of Fraser and Skoal 
Bandits. His action in accepting a 
commission payment for introduc- 
ing a constituent to Mr Greer and a 
consultancy fee for representing a 
..constituent’s interests were unac- 
ceptable. 

A consultancy fee from St rat eg}’ 
Network International was not reg- 
istered on the spurious grounds that 
Mr Hamilton had disposed of his in- 
terest within four weeks. An allega- 
tion that he accepted a paid 
consultancy from MobQ OH in return 
for asking parliamentary questions 
was not substantiated. 

. Sir Gordon’s report said Mr Hamil- 
ton seemed to harbour the mhcon- 


small obligation. “There is a general 
obligation on members to the effect: 
‘If in doubt, register.’ Mr Hamilton 
seems to have adopted the opposite 
principle and, if in doubt, gave him- 
self the benefit of it.” 


Smith: accepted 
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Tim Smith: 

Conservative MP for Beacons- 
field from 1982 until, this year, 
when he was forced to. stand 
down amid allegations of bribe- 
taking. Warked for Leon Brittan 
at the Home Office from 1983- 
&5 and was a Northern Ireland 
minister from January to Octo- 
ber 1994, but reagned when the 
cash for questions affair broke. 
The charges: That as chairman 
of the Conservative Trade and 
Industry Committee, he took 
bribes from Mr Fayed to ask 
questions about the takeover of 
the House of Fraser and to lob- 
by ministers." 

That in 1986 he was paid cash 
to arrange an adjournment de- 
bate in the Commons attacking 
the Observer and its owner, Tiny 
Rowland, for running. stories 
against the Harrods owner. He 
declared the payments to the In- 
land Revenue but not to the reg- 
istrar of members’ interests. 
The verdict: Mr Smith did ac- 
cept cash payments directly 
from Mr Fayed, of between 
£18,000 and £25,000, in return 
for lobbying. There was no ev- 
idence that he received cash 
from Mr Fayed via Mr Greer. 
The way in which these pay- 
ments were received and con- 
cealed fell well below the 
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Grylls: Misled 
committee 
over dealings 


standards expected of MFs. The 
allegation that Mr Smith was 
paid to initiate an adjournment 
debate was not substantiated. 

Mr Smith’s financial interest 
in House of Fraser was only reg- 
istered in January 1989, when it 
bad been publicly exposed by Mr ijJ 
Rowland, and then only for a pe- 
riod of two and a half weeks. 

“This has to be seen as a 
disingenuous attempt at con- 
cealment On any view, this was 
a totally unacceptable form of 
registration by Mr Smith," Sir 
Gordon wrote. He also criticised 
Mr Smith for continuing to 
deny receiving cash payments. 
“This lack of candour by Mr 
Smith and the uncertainty over 
the total sums he received from 
Mr AJ fayed are matters of great 
concern. Mr Smith is a chartered 
accountant and I should have ex- 
pected him to have more accu- 
rate records," he wrote. 

The MP persistently and de- 
liberately failed to declare bis 
interests in dealings with min- 
isters and officials over House 
of Fraser issues. 

However, to his credit, he did 
eventually admit receiving pay- 
ments, although not until he was 
asked in 1994. He also ex- 
pressed his regrets for the 
non-registration and non- (§ 
declaration of his interests. 
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Sir Michael Grylls: 

A former Royal Marine and son 
of a brigadier, he served as a 
Conservative MP for 27 years 
until he stood down in May, 
aged 63. Most recently was 
member for Surrey North West. 
The charges: That he was reg- 
ularly paid fry Ian Greer, and he 
abused his position on die par- 
liamentary trade and industry 
committee to make profits. He 
failed to note his 'relationship 
with Mr Greer on the Register 
of Members’ Interests and tied 
to the select committee on 
members’ interests in 1990. 
Downey verdict: Sir Michael 
took non-cash payments from 
Mr Greer, though it was not 
possible to conclude that they 
originated from Mr Fayed. 
However, he did actively par- 
ticipate in lobbying campaigns 

organised by Mr Greer. 

The MP deliberately misled 
the select committee on mem- 
' beiV interests in 1990 when he 
seriously understated the num- 
ber of commission payments he 
had received. He also omitted 
to inform them of other fees he 
received from Mr Greer. 

Si r Gordon was particularly 
critical of Sir Michael's failure 


to tell the committee about his 
full dealings with Mr Greer. 

The committee's report, 
which concluded that there had 
been “no dear infringement of 
the rules," would have been 
quite different if it bad known 
all the facts, be said. 

“In his evidence Sir Michael 
had omitted altogether to refer . 
to the direct, regular payments * 
received from Mr Greer or Ian 
Greer Associates which bad 
the effect of putting Sir Michael 
on an annual, but undisclosed, 
retainer with the lobbying or- 
ganisation. I believe the con- 
cealment was deliberate." 

- Sir Gordon also concluded 
that when meeting ministers and 
officials to talk about the affairs 
of the House of Fraser, Sir 
Michael persistently failed to 
declare his interest in Mr 
Byed’s affairs. 

Sir Michael also accepted a 
commission payment from Mr 
Greer for introducing him to /j* 
Charles Church, whose property 
company had its headquarters 
in his constituency. This was un- 
acceptable, though there was in- 
sufficient evidence to show that 
Sir Michael solicited business 
for Mr Greer in expectation of 
commission payments. 
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the sleaze report 


that Parliament demands from an MP 


Scandal that 
changed the 
face of politics 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 

The cash for questions affair 
permanently changed the face 
of British politics. It led to the 
demise of three ministers, and 
it resulted in the setting up of 
the Nolan Committee on Stan- 
dards in Public Life, and the 
creation of a Parliamentary 
Commissioner. Sir Gordon 
Downey, whose report was pub- 
lished yesterday. 

The hero/villain of the affair 
is Mohamed al Fayed, the own- 
er of Hatreds. The villain, be- 
cause it was largely his patronage 
that led many MPs to err by ac- 
cepting money to ask questions 
in Parliament. The hero, because 
it was his information that led to 
the first publication of the details 
of Lhe affair. 

Certainly, without Mr 
Fay erf s information, Mr Hamil- 
ton, Mr Smith and the rest 
would probably still be re- 
sectable MPs: Jonathan 
Aitkeo, who was also downed 
by Mr Fayed 's information, 
might be the Toiy leader, and 
lan Greer Associates would 
still be advertising its wares 



on the back of Vacher’s 
Parliamentary Companion. 

The story starts with the bat- 
tle between Tiny Rowland, who 
then owned the Observer, and 
the Fayed brothers, for control 
of Harrods. which culminated 
in their successful bid in 1984. 

Mr Rowland retaliated, using 
the Observer to publish attacks 
on Mr Fayed who, in turn, re- 
ipo- 
to 

Mr 

Greer enlisted the help of nu- 
merous Tory MPs, including 
NeO Hamilton. Other MPs who 
helped included Tim Smith, 
Sir Michael Grylis and Andrew 
Bowden. 

Mr fayed poured cash into 
Ian Greer Associates, which 
was disbursed to 40 mainly lory 
MPs for election expenses- not, 
in itself, against the rules. He was 
also generous in his hospitality, 
particularly to Mr Hamilton, 
who ran up a bill of £4.221 ax the 
Plans Ritz in September 1967. 

Mr Fayed wanted to be a 
British citizen, but his application 
was being blocked. He couldn't 
understand why all the money he 
had paid out had not reaped any 



Rogues gallery: (Fh>m left} Tim Smith, Michael Brown (top), Andrew Burden and Sir Michael Gryils, who were condemned in the Downey report 


benefits. Eventually he began to 
teH his tales to journalists. 

In September 1994, he sum- 
moned Brian Hitchen, then ed- 
itor of the Sunday Express, to his 
office and told him the tales of 
cash for questions. He specifi- 
cally named NeO Hamilton and 
Tim Smith. 

Mr Hitchen alerted John 
Major to the allegations, and the 
ftime Minister set up an inquiry 


Bowden: Did not declare 


* Sir Andrew Bowden: 

Former businessman and MP 
for Brighton Kemptown since 
1 970, now aged 67. Lost his seat 
to Labour on May 1 this year. 
Knighted in 1994, but was nev- 
er promoted to ministerial rank. 

The charge: That he took 
more than £5,000 from Mr al 
Fayed, through Ian Greer, to- 
wards his election funds m 
19S7. and that he did not de- 
clare aU of iL 


Hie verdict: The election 
donation of £5319 from Mr 
Greer was intended as a reward 
for lobbying and Sir Andrew 
probably knew it came originally 
from Mr Fayed. He had main- 
taine d that he did not know the 
money came from Mr Fhyed. 

However, there was insuffi- 
cient evidence to substantiate 
the allegation that Sir Andrew 
received, or demanded, cash 
payments from Mr Fayed in re- 
turn for lobbying services. 


The MP failed to register this 
donation. He also foiled to de- 
dare his interests in dealings 
with minister s and officials over 
House of Fraser, and in one case 
gave a positively misleading ex- 
planation for his representations. 

Mr Bowden also received 
lecture fees from Mr Greer 
which were entered in the Reg- 
ister of Members' Interests, 
and although the source was not 
identified tins was probably ad- 
equate. 


Brown: Failed to register 


Michael Brown: 

MP since 1979, first for Brigg 
and Scunthorpe and since 1983 
lor Brigg and Geethoipes. Lost 
his seat to Labour on 1 May. 
The only openly gay Conserv- 
ative MP, he was a minister for 
trade and industry. Northern 
Ireland and foreign affairs be- 
tween 1989 and 1993. 

The charges: 

That he took £6.000 from Ian 
Greer Associates for work on be- 


haif of US Ibbacco, and that he 
did not declare it in the Regis- 
ter of Members’ Interests or to 
ministers, and that he did not pay 
tax on the money until the pay- 
ments became publidy known. 
The verdict: Mr Brown foiled to 
register an introduction pay- 
ment from Mr Greer on behalf 
of US Tbbacco. He also persis- 
tently and deliberately foiled to 
declare an interest in Skoal 
Bandits in his dealings with 
ministers over the issue. He did 


not immediately declare the 
payment to the Inland Revenue. 
He accepted that tliey should 
have been declared and apolo- 
gised for not doing so. 

Mr Brown had lobbied, along 
with Mr Hamilton, against the 
banning of Skoal Bandits, which 
were believed to cause mouth 
cancer. Mr Brown also received 
a free flight to Connecticut to 
be briefed by the company. 
However, he did list this in the 
Register of Members' Interests. 
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beaded by Sir Robin Butler. Five 
days before Sir Robin’s inquiry 
was published, towards the end 
of October, the Guardian, which 
had been alerted by Mr Fayed, 
ran a story about cash for ques- 
tions involving Mr Smith and Mr 
Hamil ton. 

Mr Hamilton and Mr Greer 
launched a libel action against 
the Guardian , but days before it 
was due to reach court in Octo- 


ber 1996. first Mr Greer then Mr 
Hamilton pulled out. It gave the 
media the opportunity to run the 
stories over and over again. 

The matter was referred to 
the Commons Standards and 
Privileges Committee, along 
with the behaviour of two Tory 
ministers, David Willetts and 
Andrew MitchelL Mr Mitchell 
was cleared, but Mr Willetts bad 
to resign as Paymaster Gener- 


al after the committee found he 
had “dissembled". Sir Gordon 
was expecting to present his 
main findings just before the 
election, but John Major’s de- 
cision to prorogue Parliament 
prevented publication. 

The Guardian responded by 
publishing documents resulting 
in the resignation of Mr Smith 
as a parliamentary candidate. 
Mr Hamilton wobbled but 


stayed on. only to be defeated 
bv Martin Bell. 

' It looked, to the electorate, 
that Mr Major had avoided 
publishing the report before lhe 
election, and certainly its damn- 
ing contents would not have 
helped the Tories’ cause. But 
neither did withholding it. and 
all ihe MPs investigated who 
were standing lost their scats. 

Leading article, page 19 


20 are 
cleared 
by the 
findings 


Twenty present and former 
MPs were wholly or partially ex- 
onerated. including Sir ftrter 

Hordern, a consultant to the 
House ol Fr.iser who also slaved 
at the Ritz and Balnagown Cas- 
tle. He registered his consul- 
tancy hut" not Mr Fayed's 
hospit;iiii\ but Sir Gordon 
"would not see this as grounds 
lor censure." 

Lady Olga Maitland worked 
lor Mr Greer he I ore becoming 
an MP and although she in- 
sured lor the work alter her 
election there was no need to 
list it on the register of mem- 
bers' interests, tie raid Malone, 
former health minister, received 
an election donation ol £ 1 .CHM) 
from Mr Rived IS months af- 
ter meeting him to talk about 
his al lairs but this was perfect- 
ly proper. 

The others who had no case 
to answer w ere: Robert Atkins. 
Alan Hcilh. Vivian Ben Jail. 
John Bowis. Sir Graham Bright. 
Niij Dcva. Sir Anthony Durant. 
Gwyneth Dunwoody. Doug 
Hovle. Norman Lamont. David 
Meilor. Michael Portillo. David 
Shaw. Chris Smith. Sir Malcolm 
Thornton. Sir Gerard Vaughan 
and Sir John Wheeler. 
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BUY NOW PAY 1998 


Bigger 
w; : an«f * 
Better 
than 
Ever! 


PRICE - WE 
CANT BE 
BEATEN 

One visit, and youll find out why. 


GREAT RANGE 

^ Orase from al the tearing brands. 

w LATEST TH 3 WOLOGY 

v ff ft’s new, we Ve got it Come in and 
see it now: 

w ADVICE YOU CAN TRUST 

vr Straightforward help with the latest 
features. 


.QUALITY GUARANTEE) 

Zp AS products are backed by 

r Mastercard Britain's biggest service 

and repair network. 




HITACHI 

£8300 

28 WIDE SCREEN TV 
WITH DOLBY 
PRO-LOCK AMD 
3-D SOUND 

• 66cm vfeibfe screen . 


W REMOTE CONTROL TV 

• 34cm visi)te screen sea 

• On-screen display. 

• Infra-red remote control 
Wa6 £12939. 


£12411 


MATSUI 


• Acoustic sub-woofer. 

• Fastest for easy access 
to Teletext ^formation 
services. 

•■Superflat black Jbe 

-.ptefrs'etiiDe. 

•Vfe8£CSSl9a 


20" REMOTE CONTROL TV 

• 48cm visfcte screen size. 

• On-screen dfepity 

O Infrared remote control 


£ 1691 ? 

■ fctujM it DSC ft iai Ud H 



THOMSON 36MK480 

14" NICAM STEREO TV 

• 34cm visible screen size 

• N1CAM stereo sound 

• Fastext for easy access to Teletext 

• 163 picture format faeffity. 

Was £24099. 


I r iT TTC 

ZrWtyUlSTHtEO TV WITH FASTEST 

• 51cm visUe screen sfca 

• Stack matrix plctire tube. 

• 99 channels and 2xW. 

• MCAMdgHSf swstx Vfce£34&i» 


Ejouovt ii? DSC Brwt Un 

CHESS 

25” MGAM STBBsO TV 
WITH FASTEXT 

59cm vIsHe screen size. 

Was £49839: £42939. 

£ 399.99 

Eeiwi f DSC Una Ln. 

25” DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 
SURROUND SOUND TV 

• 59cm Vtefcie screen ste. • K3 picture 
tac*y autormtfcaly atfusts colour and 
contrast according to the brightness ol the 
room for Improved viewing. Was £84939. 


6291 



TOSHIBA , ‘ ' . - 


28“ DOLBY PRO-LOGIC 
SURROUND SOUND TV 

• 66em viable screen sfce. 

• Fasten. 

• Digital 60«l processor. 

Was £08939. £84939, 

£ 799 . 99/1 
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*BUY NOW 
PAY 1998 


PBy a 20 % deposit and purchase is Interest free rf repaid before tor with) monthly payment. 
1 >mhl Example: Ca£t price £ 89933 . 20 * dspoat d £ 1 B 0 Lean amount fra 

deposit ol £180 and nothing more tor B months, then either settle Unbalance of £71939 within 
months or make 36 montHy payments of £ 3766 - Tot»lmhiu£* 3 S. 78 . 


Subiact to status. Mnimum deposit 10 *b on loans over CiQOO. 
written credit quotations awaaoie on request from.- Dgpt fFQ/MK. 
■ f\* bbytavjsAininus. H&nai Hempstead. Hens HP2 7TG 

APR (Apptconta must bo 18 or over. 31 h Northern IrotanttJ 













DECLARE YOUR INDEPENDENCE 
THIS 4TH OF JULY. 


And whether you’re the 1st, 2nd or 3rd 


Let’s give a big hand to the new Peugeot dress optional). And the special badging, stereo radio cassette. 

106 Independence XN. ]_ YEAR’S tilting 9 lass sunroof, wheel trims and And whether you’re the 1st, 2nd or 3rd 

Available in a totally emancipating p 1 transponder engine immobiliser will lady down your local Peugeot dealer, it’s still 

choice of Indigo Blue or Shannon Green. INSURANCE* be right up your 5th Avenue. only £7,795 t on the road. 


only £7,795* on the road. 


This 3 door model, with a 1.1 litre petrol Sorry, no hotdogs, only special cloth For more information, feel at liberty to 

engine is great for even large ladies (green trim, luxury tailored carpet mats and a call 0345 106 106* 


Sorry, no hotdogs, only special cloth 


THE NEW SPECIAL EDITION PEUGEOT 106 INDEPENDENCE. FROM £7,795: 


106 

PEUGEOT 


THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE 



■INSURANCE OFFER APPUES TO DRIVERS AGED 18-75 TEARS OLD. HOLDING A FULL VALID UK DRIVING LICENCE FOR ONE YEAR OR MORE ORDERING AND REGISTERING ANY NEW PEUGEOT 108 -INDEPENDENCE* XN OR XL MODEL ONLY BETWEEN 2B.3.97 AND 31JJ.97 AND IS SUBJECT TO THE TERMS, CONDITIONS AND APPROVAL OF THE INSURER ORION 
PERSONAL INSURANCES LTD. DRIVERS CONVICTED OF A MAJOR DRIVING OFFENCE IN THE LAST $ YEARS ARE AUTOMATICALLY EXCLUDED. INSURANCE OFFER APPLIES TO PRIVATE SALES ONLY < EXCLUDING UOTABILITY A NO ANY CAR INVOICED BY PEUGEOT EXPORT!. FUU. DETAILS ON REQUEST BY TELEPHONING 01303 8S3303 INSURANT MFFR IS NOT 
AVAILABLE FOR VEHICLES USED FOR COMPETITION, HIRE. REWARD OR OFF ROAD USE OR BY A DRIVING SCHOOL PRICES AND INFORMATION CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. VEHICLES OFFERED SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY WHILST STOCKS LAST. TDRIVE AWAY PRICE 15 BASED ON A PEUGEOT 106 INDEPENDENCE XN* MLL$ CHAHG£D AT loSlL RATE 
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Flak for Sainsbury’s in battle of the breast 


Louse Jury 

Around 40 breast-feedingcoan- 
^Dors resigned in tears from tbe 
National Childbirth Trust yes- 
terday after the chari ty voted to 
accept sponsorship from Sains- 
bury's, which sells its own baby 
milk substitute. 

Many more are expected to 
follow in protest at the deal with 
the supermarket chain which 
they claim contravenes World 
6 Health Authority guidelines on 
the independence of health 
workers and the charity’s own 
principles. 

An extraordinary general 
meeting of the trust, which 
promotes breast-feeding and 
natural childbirth, was called by 
rebel members unhappy that 
trustees had taken the super- 
market’s money without con- 
sulting the 55,000 members. 

The decision followed a 
move to raise subscription lev- 
els which had also upset sup- 
porters who feared the higher 
rate would confirm the charity’s 
image as a white middle-class 
organisation. 

At an emotional meeting in 
Acton town hall, west London, 


dozens of counsellors and or- 
dinary members accused 
trustees of a lack of democra- 
cy and of abandoning what the 
trust bad always stood for. 

Sainsbury’s is the only lead- 
ing supermarket chain to pro- 
duce an own-brand formula, 
and the rebels claims that ac- 
cepting sponsorship could be 
viewed as endorsing that brand 
But despite significant support 
in the ball, the rebels failed to 
win over more than 3,000 mem- 
bers who had already voted by 
post 

Leah Granat, a counsellor 
from Glasgow who also tutors 
other counsellors, said she had 
been offering independent in- 
formation to mothers for 10 
years. “Accepting money from 
a formula milk manufacturer to- 
tally compromises that position. 
It’s veiy sad," she said. 

Sheila Perkins, who resigned 
as chair of the trust's breast- 
feeding promotion group when 
the sponsorship was first re- 
vealed last November, an- 
nounced she was resigning as a 
member, counsellor and tutor 
altogether. “Information has 
been suppressed," she said. 


BMA conference: Doctors’ key vote 

Euthanasia 
rejected Tor 
time being’ 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 


Deliberately ending the lives of 
terminally Ql patients who re- 
quest euthanasia is an admission 
of defeat and should have no 
place in medical practise, doc- 
tors decided yesterday. 

There is no suffering so great 
that it cannot be eased by mod- 
em drugs and medical tech- 
niques and there is 
consequently no justification 
for doctors to discard their car- 
ing role and become state li- 
censed kifiers, the BMA said. 

However, the association’s 
annual conference in Edin- 
burgh agreed by a narrow ma- 
jority to include the words “for 
the time being 7 ' in a motion op- 
posing euthanasia, signalling 
its intention to return to the is- 
sue in the future. 


“We are doctors. 
Our function 
is to heal and 
comfort, not 
to dispose 
of people’ 

In a powerful debate, doctors 
described how they had been 
pressed by both patients and rel- 
atives to end lives with lethal 
doses of drugs. 

Dr Fay Wilson, a GP in Birm- 
ingham, said: “However much 
I want to help with their suf- 
fering I wasn't ahle to kill them. 
We are doctors. Our function is 
to heal and comfort, not to dis- 
pose of people." 

She said patients who had re- 
quested euthanasia had later 
thanked her for refusing when 
their condition had improved. 

Dr Jane Ore. a Surrey GR 
said: “Bad deaths do sometimes 
occur but that is due to bad 
medicine. The answer to bad 
medicine is not to kill people but 
to create good medicine." 

Some speakers argued that it 
was arrogant for doctors to de- 
ride the issue alone and called 
for a royal commission on eu- 
thanasia. A ballot of 900 doc- 
tors in Worcestershire, to which 
30u replied, found a third were 


in favour of a change in the law 
to permit the practice and a 
third said they would assist a sui- 
cide. 

Dr Michael Stuart, a GP in 
Southend and a founding mem- 
ber of The Association of Pal- 
liative Cans, described the case 
of a man with cancer in his mine 
wire was unable to walk and was 
admitted to a hospice where.it 
was expected he would spend 
his final days. 

“He was terrified but we 
controlled his symptoms, he 
. regained his confidence and be 
. left the- hospice walking,” he 
said. 

The sum not die until sev- 
eral months later - of a heart at- 
tack. 

The conference was warned 
by BMA chairman Dr Sandy 
Macara not to jeopardise the 
doctor patient relationship by 
voting for euthanasia. 

“Patients see us as serving life 
not embracing death and we 
should do nothing to betray that 
trust,” be said. 

Earlier, an updated version 
of the 2^00-year-old Hippo- 
cratic Oath, drafted by the as- 
sociation's ethics committee, 
was criticised by the conference 
for being too long and too dulL 

The oath, which pledges doc- 
tors to follow the medical eth- 
ical code, is supposedly sworn 
by students on qualification but 
fewer than half of medical 
schools follow the practice. 
The BMA has for two years 
been working on a new word- 
ing of the oath appropriate for 
use by doctors around the 
world. 

Dr Hector Spiteri, a GPfram 
Redbridge, said the new version, 
which is three times the length 
of the old, was too long to be 
sworn orally and included ref- 
erence to issues such as abor- 
tion which made it 
unnecessarily contentious. 

All that was needed could be 
said in two sentences: “The 
physician shall selflessly practise 
medicine for the sole benefit of 
the patient and shall avoid 
causing him harm. He shall do 
with respect, integrity and com- 
passion and without any form 
of prejudice." 

Dr Mark Porter from Coven- 
tty said that an oath suitable to 
be sworn by doctors for the nest 
1,000 years "sorely needs trans- 
lation into poetry.” 


Two die from 
new type of CJD 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Two more people have died of 
the “new variant'" of die fatal 
Creuizfcldt- Jaknh Disease 
(CJD). believed to be caused bv 
exposure to “mad cow disease 
nr BSE. The deaths, in the 
past month, brings the total 
number of British victims of “v- 
CJD" to 19, including one, 
Vicky Rimmor. who is still alive 
hut in a coma. 

The news will tv a blow to 
both McDonald's and Burger 
King, which recently announmi 
that they were reinstating 
British beef m their hamburg- 
ers. 


They slopped using it in food 
in March 1996, after the Tore 
government was forced to ad- 
mit that the most probable ex- 
planation for the new disease 
was exposure to the disease 
agent - which has never been 
isolated - that causes bovine 
spongiform encepalopathy 
(BSE). 

The latest announcement, 
to be made officially by the De- 
partment of Health on Monday, 
comes from figures compiled by 
the CJD Surveillance Uwl in 
Edinburgh- 

Scientists of the govern- 
ment's advisory body S«ac me 
fp ^awtng ly convinced that BSE 
is the direct cause of the disease 




Caroline King a member 
who bad called for all sub- 
scription fees to be approved by 
members, said there were con- 
cerns about the way the to ting 


had been run. The council of 
trustees had sent four pages op- 
posing the rebels' resolutions 
with the voting forms. But the 
rebels, who paid for their own 


campaign, had not even been 
permitted to have a member- 
ship list of people to contact. 
However, she said the trustees 
had now heard the strength of 


feeling. “It's over to them to 
demonstrate by their actions the 
future of the National Child- 
birth TrusL“ 

Ruth Slone, the trust's chair. 


IS 


cions, but believed ihe NCT 
would be stronger as a result **f 
the debate. 

“1 really feel that the NCT is 


‘Disappointed’: Mary 
Broadfoot ted the tearful 
resignations of more than 
40 breast-feeding 
counsellors from the 
National Childbirth Trust 

moving into a whole new phase 
of its development. If they don't 
feel comfortable with that, they 
have lo follow their con- 
science.' 4 



Our Mortgage Adviser will talk to gou 
wherever and whenever goo want. 


Time to set the ocH rolling with uour home 


"toGqe needs wherever and whenever is most 


ons? Then aim no further than NatWest convonienr for uou. 


way, o pocked trophy room, ond a top seeded team 
of outstanding players, it'll be gome, set ond motcb 


if you're lookinp to net o mortaaae. 


What's more, with a wide range of mortgages if you partner NatWest. 


Not only can gou relit on our ace team for to choose from, one's sore to be a smash nit with gou. 


expert advice, we will also c hot about your 



And with fault less support every step of th 

A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


Pop into any branch and we'll roily round to 
meet you wherever and whenever you want. 


MORTGAGE 


toi/Tl find us on the internet on rmpy/www.naTwest,co.uK/mortgage 

your home is at risk if you do not keep up repayments on a mortgage or other uoan secured on it. 

. , „ _ . . , , ii.irftfnnT « — — fcu. Hmiw L tm Lmited. StxartBi and Iruurtritr are nmM. HhffainiMBlipm NWionol Wwaimwr 

Bo* Me tnrewrts on* NotWe* LMM!. •*** te a of tf* London Swdi E^hon?* and a restated ^ ond hrtw« TVBNh^i Snm Bor*' bj Ifei* Mortgage nwqnM ond 

^ rr~ — BarU,- ^W^ird «orth» mppt gatnoeWw- intfreat wohj owct two maory was bosgtf on perfooioncc table* conpaed bq Hofioopc Lvnfc- ovofcailf i England. Scottond crwl anhj. RH.Ne. IZTM4 




As another high-profile case is sent back to the Appeal Court, members of the Birmingham Six find their nighmare lives on 

Freed from 






• • 


injustice 

but still 
imprisoned 

in their 
own tragedy 









Back In court: Paddy Hill is still calling for adequate compensation some six years after he and other members of the Birmingham Six were freed Photographs: Tom Riston 


Steve Boggan 

Chief Reporter 

First the stale took away their 
liberty and now it seems intent 
on stripping the Bir mingham Six< 
of their dignity. It is six years 
since the men were cleared of 


the Bir mingham pub bomb- 
ings, but their nightmares con- 
tinue. Psychologically, they are 
still not free. 

Depression, anxiety and 
failed relationships have lit- 
tered their paths since they 
were released after 16 years in 


prison. Yesterday, money was 
added to the list of problems 
when Paddy Hill appeared be- 
fore magistrates to explain why 
he was in arrears with his coun- 
cil tax. 

It was a bizarre, almost sur- 
real occasion. Mr Hill, a 


diminutive, hyperactive 52-year- 
old, was once more in the dock 
but this lime the court and its 
officers seemed deeply embar- 
rassed by his very presence. 

•This isn't a protest,” he told 
the bench at Haringey Magis- 
trates Court in north London. 


“I simply don’t have any mon- 
ey. Since I got out of prison I 
have received an interim [com- 
pensation] payment and I have 
paid all my bills every year. But 
now I have run out of money. 

“In January, I made an ap- 
plication for sickness benefit, 


but I was told I wasn't eligible 
because no contributions were 
paid during the 16 years I was 
m prison. I am still being treat- 
ed as though I am guilty even 
though I have been exonerated, 
I have since found out that I am 
barred from all benefits.” 


“There’s £30 off this powerful Bosch Pressure Washer.” 
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PETER KIMBERLEY, Store Manager, 
B&Q WELWYN GARDEN CITY 


Bosch Pressure Washer 
AHR120 

High pressure hose with 
trigger gun. 2kW input 
motor. Hot (up to 40°C) 
or cold water feed. 


Rymoltubo [ OVER 
Compact 300 V ric 
Hecric Hover 
Mower 

12ins cutting 
width. 1250 
watts, 4 cutting 
heights and 
15m cable. 


SadoOn Extra 
Decorative 
Wood Protection 
Semi aloss finish. 


various colours. 
Guaranteed tor 


Si 


WAS 

£ 149.99 


•tATHERSHini 1 


Dukix 

Weathershield 
Exterior Gloss 
or Flexible 
Undercoat 


Sandtex 
Textured or 
Smooth 
Coloured 
Masonry Paint 
Available In 
various colours. 
Guaranteed for 
15 years. 5 litres. 


WAS 

£16.99 




f3i Pure Brilliant 
— . 1 White. 2.5 litres. 


d999 


£15 




5 Tier Shelf Unit 

Multi purpose 
adjustable shelving. 
1710 x 750 x 307mm. 

III 

Ml 


Ml 

WAS £17.39 

£14" 




B&Q Value 
Matt or Silk 

Emulsion 
Pure Brilliant 

White. Abru Ladder 
10 litres. Starmaster DIY 

extending ladder. 
3.40m extends to 
6.10m. , 



Classic 

Edwartflan Glass 
Bath Screen 

With gold effect 
hail frame. 


WAS £74.99 j l 
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AT Burglar 
Alarm AJ400 

With control 
panel, external 
siren and cover, 
PIR detector. 

2 magnetic 
contacts, mains 
adapter, 50m of 
security cable 
and fittings. 


Vriencla 
Wallcoverings 
by Vymura 

Available in various 
designs and 
cotourways. 10m. 


Pfcanfie 

Coordinating Wallcoverings 
Bo rders 5m. ; &V OlWm 
M | w y| j | ii ii M [ Available In vartoia 
designs and 

■ ■MSS® cotourways. 10m. 


Co-onlincdtng 
Bouton 5m. 
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EARN TESCO 
CLUBCARD POINTS 
AT B&Q 

ASk In store tor detals. Does not apply 
In BMJ Warehouses or BIi® Depots. 


OPENING HOURS 

MondaY-5aturday; Mos SanvBpm Sunday: Most stores E 
10am-4pm (where permitted). Scotland & Northern Ireland 
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YOU CAN DO IT WHEN YOU B&Q IT! 


Mr Hill was summonsed af- 
ter missing just two payments of 
£80 towards his council tax. 
Robert Allan, the derk to the 
court, explained that the mag- 
istrates had no choice but to is- 
sue a liability order against Mr 
Hill, but he hoped the council 
would be sympathetic towards 
his case before enforcing it. - 

Dorothy WiDdhson, chair of 
the bench, appeared concerned 
at Mr HQTs~ plight. “Keep in 
touch with the local authority 
and let . them know how your 
compensation case is coming, 7 
she suggested. I am sure they 
will be sympathetic.” 

Paul Rudd, representing the 
local authority, seemed sbght- 
ly uncomfortable. “We will do 
everything we can to assist 
him,” be said. 

“Bloody hell,” said Mr Hill 
afterwards. “I wish it had been 
like that in. 1974.” 

His problems, and those of 
the other five - Gerry Hunter, 
Hugh Callaghan, Richard 
McDkenny, Billy Power and 
Johnny Talker - stem largely 
from an apparent reluctance on 
the part Of the Home Office to 
adequately compensate them 
for the years they wasted in 
prison. They have bad two in- 
terim payments totalling 
£200,000 but they believe they 
are entitled to much more - and 
'to an apology. In spite of their 
increasingly desperate circum- 
stances, wrangling over the 
compensation drags on. 

“The interim payments 
sound like a lot of money but 


not when you consider that we 
couldn't go back and live in 
Birmingham so we had to re-set- 
tle,” said Mr HilL “I had to buy 
a place to live in London, so that 
was more than £100,000 gone 
immediately. 

“I squandered much of the 
rest on my children and grand- 
children. I had terrible feelings 
of'guilt for not being there for 
them and, I suppose, I tried to 
buy their love, what else do you 
do when your own grandchil- 
dren run away because they 
don’t recognise you?” 

After their release, none of 
the men was offered coun- 
selling or help of any other land. 
All six suffer anxiety attacks and 
depression to various degrees. 
All have had relationship prob- 
tems/some of which have re- 
sulted in splits or divorce, 
although one, happily, has been 
reconciled with nls wife. 

Hie men hope that their 
compensation log-jam mi gh t 
be freed by the new Govern- 
ment. Sally Mutready, the sec- 
retary of the campaign to free 
them, said they had asked Jack 
. Straw, the. Home Secretary, 
for a meeting. 

“What has happened to these 
men is a national disgrace,” she 
said. “It's now time to com- 
■ pensate them for losing so 
much of their lives. But it isn't 
just the money. They want 'die 
apology they never had from die 
last KjvemmenL All it would 
takeior them all to feel much 
better fa for someone to simply 
stand up and say: ‘Sony'." 


Hyde Park IRA 
bomber wins 
fresh appeal 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor 

Mounting doubts over forensic 
evidence in the case of Danny 
McNamee, jailed for the 1982 
BRA Hyde Park bombing, finally 
led yesterday to his case being 
sent back to the Court of 
Appeal. 

The decision by the Criminal 
Cases Review Commission -the 
first by the independent mis- 
carriage of justice watchdog 
since it began work in April this 
year - comes a week ahead of 
a televised admission, on Chan- 
nel. 4's Trial and Error pro- 
gramme, by self-confessed IRA 
bomb-maker Dessie Ellis that 
electronic circuit boards linked 
to McNamee bore a dose re- 
semblance to those Fills had 
been convicted of constructing. 

McNamee, sentenced to 25 
years for conspiracy to cause tbe 
1982 explosion, was described 
by the prosecution at his 1987 
trial as the ERAs “master bomb 
maker." - - 

But the commission said yes- 
terday that the conviction 
should be reconsidered follow- 
ing inquiries into scientific and 
fingerprint evidence and non- 
disclosure of evidence at tbe 
time of McNamee's first 
appeal in 1991. 

McNamee, 37, a former dec- 
ironies engineer from Cross- 


magleu, CO .•ymagh, has per- 
sistently denied membership 
of the IRA and protested his 
innocence. 

His conviction turned on the 
discovery of his fingerprints on 
tape found in two IRA arms 
dumps, and on a battery which 
survived the explosion. 

McNamee said in his de- 
fence that rolls of that kind of 
tape could have been handled 
by numbers of people in the 
electronics factory where he 
worked, while he had repaired 
thousands of CB radios which 
contained similar batteries. 

The trial heard that there 
were mare than 100 prints'on 
the contents of the arms 
caches, which the prosecution 
accepted were from innocent 
parties. - 
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The Independent 1 
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CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION OF 
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REDUCTION OF CAPITAL 
Whereas HAMPTONS ESTATES LIMITED 
having by Special Resolution reduced its capital as 
confirmed by an Order of the High Court of Justice, 
Chancery Division 

dated- the 25th June. 1997 

Now therefore 1 hereby certify that tbe said Order and a 
Minute approved by the Court were registered pursuant to 
section 138- of the Companies Act. t9S5, on the 26th June 
1997 

Given undo: my hand at Companies House, Cardiff "the 
26th June 1997 . 

M. P. Dyer 
An Authorised Officer 



r-±, 

I W 


i. 


o 5 


















THE INDEPENDENT « FRIDAY i.nn.v 1997 


9 




•v * 


rk IRA 
• wins , 

ppcal 


news j 


Ulster nerves taut as Orange parades near 

chad Sfnwtnr . . JL 


5 


fHOU *"* 1 


•Ty; o 1 -* „ - 


Michael Streeter 

Pfartadowm 

The tension was almost tangible in Porta- 
down yesterday as both Protestant and 
Catholic communities look forward ner- 
voujf to Sunday’s planned Orange parade. 

The more visible signs at Dmmcrec and 

its effect on the psyrae of the town were 
also there. In the largely Catholic Garvagby 
Road area, through which the march is 
scheduled to pass, youths were busily 
erecting bunting in the colours of the Irish 
Thcolour and repainting anti-Orange slo- 
gans on wails. Elsewhere in the mainly 
Protestant town. Union flags fluttered 
from scores of windows and the bonfires 
diat traditionally mark the Orange Order's 
July celebrations were piling hig h. 

Such tension is familiar for the 103 
Protestants families still living at the bot- 
tom of the Garvagby Road, an area once 
known as The Walk because of its associ- 
ations with parades but now mostly 
Catholic. One woman sitting in her living 
room with a photograph of the Queen, tai fc 
of the intimidation she and neighbours suf- 
fer from nationalists all year round but es- 
pecially in July. “Windows are smashed, 
doors are kicked and our children can’t play 
safely in the park.'’ She recalls a recent in- 
cident in which a six-year-old Protestant boy 
was surrounded by Catholic teenagers 
who asked him what his religion was. “He 
didn’t understand, but when they asked if 



he listened to hands with his mother he said Independent asked not to be named, is fu- we wfll hear the brunt here, the march must 
so they urinated ah over brnT rious at speculative talk that the Ported- go through. Vm not going to be driven out.” 
uespite, or because of this, the woman own Lodge might choose not to walk Bui according to Ivor Young, who four 
who like most people approached by The down the Garvaghy Road. “Even though months ago helped found the Concerned 


Protestants Committee in the town, said 
many had been driven out by what he called 
"ethnic cleansing” inspired by nationalists. 
And he claimed that the outside world has 


The Garvaghy Road 'Justice Camp* 
which police will have to remove If 8* 
roarch goes ahead Phctogjaph: Pacemaker 

chosen lo ignore the plight of such Protes- 
tants for ton long. Sunday’s parade is make- 
or-hrvalt for the Unionist*, he believes, and 
if the Lodge does nm march down the road 
he says he will urge "ordinary men. women 
and children” 10 do just that. ‘‘We an: gel- 
ling walked upon, but 1 think we are be- 
ginning to wake up to what’s happening. 
We’re not daft.” 

In the town centre there is deeply fell suj> 
port for the parade. “We don’t want any 
trouble but 1 think our community has giv- 
en enough away." says one woman. Another 
adds: "1 think that people would he devas- 
tated if it didn’t go ahead.” 

On the Garvaghy Road itself, where 
Catholic women have set up a self-styled 
“Justice Camp” in an attempt to prevent the 
march going through, a woman said: "Why 
can’t they march ufihcir own part of town? 
1 just want my children to be able logo out 
and he safe." She denied that Protestants 
had been driven out. “lis just that when they 
leave they tend to he replaced by Catholics." 

Few Protestants helieve her. They talk of 
a Sinn Fein orchestrated campaign to bring 
in ouLsiders for the weekend's protests, and 
of claims that petrol bombs have been pre- 


pared. One said: “They won't be happy 
ifl the area is 100 per cent Catholic." 


un- 


Plans to put 
3-year-olds 
in nursery 


Jucfith Judd 

Education Editor 


Legislation to compel local au- 
thorities to ensure that educa- 
tion is provided for three and 
four-year-olds would be intro- 
duced under government pro- 
posals expected to be published 
today. 

Draft guidelines on the Gov- 
ernment's pledge to provide free 
nursery education for all four- 
year-olds aim to end the lottery 
of schooling for under-fives: in 
some authorities nearly all four- 



David Blunkett: Wants 
nursery places for all 

year-olds receive nursery edu- 
cation while, in others, hardly 
any do. The proposal would 
overturn legislation introduced 
by the Conservatives 16 years 
ago which made it clear that 
councils had no statutory duty 
to provide nursery education. 

Guidelines to be sent out for 
consultation say that the school 
starting age would remain the 
same so parents would still 
choose whether they wanted ed- 
ucation for younger children. 

However, they say that to 
guarantee the achievement of 
the targets for four-year-olds 
and three-year-olds it would be 
necessary to place a statutory 
duty on focal authorities to se- 
cure the provision of nursery ed- 
ucation for a specific age range 
of pupils. 


DAILY POEM 


Ballad of the painted Eagle 

By Du Fu (712-770) 

High in the hall 1 
vibrant, its bones 1 


and at first I manned how 1 
they got it.to stay here loon 

Then I vtdcrsf 
a skill that set 



ithred. 

thout the jesses 
ing- 

inter’s marvel. 
Creation, 


ike grandeur 

reyes. 

ow-bending boughs, 
oming forth. 

blue clouds, 
n bird. 


vs or swords 
realm of men. 


a vast, empty height, 
the powder and ink. 

,udy sands’ edge, 
fog- 

feel such pain, 

lings twisted within? 

,hen Owen’s A n thole®' of Chinese 
features the writer often regard- 
jnese classical poets. Du Fu's im- 
des a series of poems, such as this, 
of art. 


The consultation document 
asks whether such a duty would 
be desirable and when it should 
come into force. David Blun- 
kett, the Secretary of State for 
Education, has said that he 
wants all four-year-olds to have 
a free nursery place by next Sep- 
tember and that, eventually, 
there should be places for all 
three-year-olds. 

Load authorities are being 
asked to draw up plans to show 
how they would achieve the tar- 
gets- But of the hooding for 
nursery education, the guide- 
lines propose, would be an ear- 
marked grant to be released 
only if Mr Blunkett approves an 
authority^ plan. 

Authorities will have to set up 
nqw bodies to draw up plans by 
next April. The bodies should 
include parents as well as rep- 
resentatives from the private 
and voluntary sector, the guide- 
lines suggest. 

Ministers’ ultimate aim is 
for the bodies to plan childcare 
and education for all children 
aged one to eight The Gov- 
ernment will invite bids for the 
establishment of 25 pilot cen- 
tres of excellence which will be 
expected to show how early ed- 
ucation and childcare can be 
combined with other family 
services such as adult literacy 
programmes and parenting 
courses. Sue Owen of the Na- 
tional Children's Bureau early 
childhood unit said yesterday 
that she welcomed the propos- 
al for a new duty on local au- 
thorities but legislation alone 
would not achieve the Govern- 
ment’s aims. “You have to make 
things mandatory to make se- 
rious change but you also have 
to do something to ensure qual- 
ity and to provide funding." 

Graham Lane, chair of the 
Local Government Associa- 
tion’s education committee, 
said that local authorities would 
welcome a change in the law. “It 
wfll help to ensure that au- 
thorities prepare proper plans 
for nursery provision. " 
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A mortgage rate like this appears about as often 
as an English Wimbledon Champion. 


f - 
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MORTGAGES FROM 


: >?.“• • 


5.45 


°/o 


; i 




FIXED UNTIL T JULY 7999 

(A MINIMUM LOAN OF £40.000 APPLIES) 


UFO's. Gnosis. English Wimbledon Champions. 
■Sore sights indeno Mot unlike this latest 
a oca;': lion - 5.45% (5.8% APR). 


A very competitive rate, nncsed. 


And it’s svsiisb'e until I July J3SS to First ii~ 
Biiyers. Next lime Buyers end anyone whe 
decides in move their mortgage tc Alliance & 


ALLIANCE 

LEICESTER 


Sc drop into your iocsl branch and speak to 
one or cur trainee! mortgage officers, eager 
to unravel any mortgage mysteries. Or cal! 
0800 412 214 for more information. 

It’s possible you will witness an English 
Wimbledon champion in your lifetime. But a 
mortgage rate as good as this? 

We fear you sr.ali not see its like again. 
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Unless you have mccimo an ontn of loan, mt nuui ihi piQht to withdraw these moiitgagi offers without an, prior notice iOufi hqmi ij seufnim for the eoan ano Mbw re aoeouateet insured eoahr »«c tuojui to status and iael.a,ion and are anl> 

m rf nrif AI.CD ’I P" Qvl» WRITTEN QuOIATiONE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST TOR INTEREST nNLf UORIOACES AN APPROPRIATE U.HAONAL AOUITA REAN .UPl RtUSION »LAN CR (NDOWUENT TOR THE AHOL'Nl AND TERM Ol T>*E LOAN MyCT At'50 01 -ABAN^ED 



ne 

PAVUEUI 

ADDITION At CROSS INTEREST 
RE PA, HINT HE *IEt St WAIVES « VOU UO«f NOM AMD 
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PENTIUM* PCs MSS 


1 2 6 MHz 

PENTIUM 




,'j\ ’ 


CTX 


166MHz Pentium Processor. 

16Mb RAM. 1.7Gb hard disk. Sixteen speed multimedia. 
256k cache memory. Integrated 15" monitor with 
speakers. Windows 95 and over 10 top software titles. 

MODEL OX = -Si 


NEW 

7TJT 


BUT HOW PAY APRIL 1991 


ACER 


I33MHz Pentium Processor. 

1 6Mb RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 


fivtMHz l PACKARD BELL I sAVE 

€3001 



1351 


Was £14491 £9*9: £899. 
MODEL: Aaos PI 33. 


SAVE £3 50 1 

BUY NOW PAY APRIL 1998 


rndading Windows 95 and 

«•—*« »»as £i29<r £1199. MODEL 9004D. 


BUY NOW PAY APRIL 1998 


150MHz Intel Pentium Processor. 
16Mb RAM. 2Gb hard disk. 
23.8Kbps data/fax modem. 
Printer 720 x 360 colour 
resolution inkjet printer. 

Was £1599. MODEL 
Aptiva 443 S Canon BJC 4200. 


FREE 

PRINTER! 


BUY NOW PAY APRIL 1998 


SAVE £60 

BUY NOW PAY APRIL 1998 


PACKARD 


free 

PRINT®’ 


;-j &;£Sh*~ 


NEW 


BUY NOW PAY APRIL 1998 1 


DISCOUNTS 
VOUCHERS 



NEW & 
i EXCLUSIVE’ 


CANON 


[SAVE OVER* HEWLETT PACKARD 


e199 


B0J 

NEW 


£209 


PRINTING • SCANNING • COPYING • FAXING 


s 


sL**> 


Modem. 
MODEL: 
OffceJer 
Pir< 1 150c 


I all-in-one 

OFFICE 

SOLUTION 


EUl' hQW PAY lASUHY I5S4 


HEWLEn PACKARD f sAVE l CANON 
£30 


All-in- Om Office 
Solution. 

Inkjet printer, scanner, 
copier and plain paper fax. 
Was £499. 

MODEL OfficeJet 350. 


SAVE 

£1001 


AH-ht-One Office 
Solution. 

Colour inkjet printer, 
scanner, copter and 
plain paper tax. 

Was £549: £599. MODEL MuibPA55 C30. 
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1998 
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ON ALL PCs 


FREE 


APRICOT ^ 

166MHz Pentium Processor with 
MMX Technology. 

16Mb EDO RAM. 2.5Gb hard disk. Eight speed ^ ^ 

multimedia. 28.8K.bps Data/fax modem. U 1 C Q 

256K cache memory. MODEL: M5540 PIG*. |j^ |J J 


\1 months FREE 
unlimited 
Internet access.’ 


BUY NOW PAY 1ULY 1998 


d 


ACER 


PRINTERS 

ON SELECTED PCs 


I 66 MK 1 Pentium Processor 
with MMX Technotoev. 
16Mb RAM. 2Gb harddisk. 


raini PACKARD BELL \ mi \ 

p r iiHCP^lmg^L4iL£l,lR^a PRINTS! 


12 speed multimedia. 
15* SVGA colour mori 


200MHx Peothwi Processor 


with MMX TedmoJoiy. 

32Mb RAM. 4Gb Iwro &k. 


J3.6KJsps 

£um. £1399. MODa: Afros P166MX. 


colour monitor, 
data /fax modem Was HWt. 


SAVt ; ;oq| 


32Mb RAM. 4Gb lurddblL 
16 speed trnifttmedtt (maxi 
28 3kbps data/fa* modem. 

FREE over £1060 worth «f influx x.* 

Was £2399. MQWl. 9021 


BUY NOW PAY APRIL 1998 




PACKARD BELL 


£500 


UP 
TO 

discount 

VOUCHERS 

WITH ALL PCs 




ACER 



BUY NOW PAY JULY 1998 


1 COMPAQ 

i ??;£■.. 1 
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T ^ rrr rrTTTr^ 


Tsave 


APRICOT 


200MHz Pentium Processor 
wftfa MMX TKtraoiosy. 

32Mb RAM 2.5Gb hard drtfc 
IS" SVGA coins morwor 
12 speed mdMMdfc 
Was tW99rE1899 
MODEL Acres P200MX. 


ppj^, 


J FF:E 

3 PRIMER 


233MHz Poutitou Processor 
wfth MMX Tfctbwrfojf 
52Mb RAM. 43Gb Iwo disk. 


16 weed mutfRKAfc 
28JKhps data/fax modem. 

Sub wrote: 

MOD£L MS660 P2UMHZ Mini 




BUY NOW PAY JULY 1998 


BUY NOW PAY JULY 1998 


Packard BeU 


HEWLEn PACKARD f FR^f PACKARD BELL p FREE 

PRINTER’ PRINTER’] 


We%u rg 


BUY NOW PAY JULY 1998 


'.vV 1 .! 



free 

PRINTM’ 


FREE 
PRINTER 


Unique split 
case design 


ill 


BUY SOW PAY JULY ISS3 


BUY NOW PAY APRIL 1998 


SAVE £100 


SOFTWARE - 


SAVE IS HALF PRICE 


PORTABLE PCs-JFtitfltEEl 


: '''v1i*\ v. r ui Ljr,\ 


QUAD PACKS 

This superb compilation pack 


Was E29J9 



FRONT 

OPT! 


TOSHIBA 


120MHx Pentium Processor. 
16Mb EDO RAM, 1.55Gb Hard 
Disk. 113” SVGA 
Dual Scan Colour Display, 

2 x Type II PCMCIA slots. . 
MODEL Satellite 2l0cs. 


NEW 


V . . .J FIFA SOCCER MANAGER : S I . 

i- iiir 


BUY NOW PAY APRIL 1995 


gruellmg season Europe has to 
offer. 


5551 



DIE HARD TRILOGY I™, 


Take on a team of highly 
trained terrorists as John 
McCiane. 


dcard and Speakers. 

33CDS. -- 


J PAY APRIL 1998 


NEW 




Aim spoken words into text by 
simply speaking to your computer. Was £89. 


( 29.99 


NEW 

7TH 


PAGES PRO 97 

Do more with your scanner. 
Was £199. 


BUY NOW PAY JANUARY 1998 


BUY NOW PAY JANUARY 1998 


BUY NOW PAY JULY 1998 
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SAVE 

£250 
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PROMISE 
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The Conran superwomen turn 
Sir Terence into a marital loser 


news 


Kim Seng upta - 

He is a man of immense wealth who 
has shaped the way xve live now. The 
British Prime Minister and the 
American President chose his 
restaurant to eat during a state vis- 
it- But when it comes to his person- 
al life. Sir Terence Conran appears 
to have an expensive habit of losing 
wives. 

Yesterday at the High Court he 
was ordered to pay a £10 im settle- 
ment to bis latest ex-wife. Writer and 
journalist Caroline was the third 
woman to have married and then left 
Sir Terence. 

However, like a previous incum- 
bent of the role, Shirley Conran, the 
renowned author of ^Superwoman 7 ’, 
she has emerged from the partner- 
ship a successful figure in her own 
right. 

Lady Caroline, 58, had asked for 
a cash pay-out of £S.7m. Sir Terence, 
68, had offered £2.5m, claiming 
most of his £80m fortune had been 
created after the marriage ended. 



But Mr Justice WDson decreed 
Lady Caroline should receive £6-2m 
m cash, as well as a £l.lm home in 
Belgravia, another £800,000 home in 
Dorset and £400,000 worth of jew- 
ellery, cars and other items. Money 
she ret ains from her marriage brings 

the total to £105ro. 

In a public judgment delivered af- 
ter a private bearing, the judge said 


he had taken into account the con- 
tribution made by Lady Caroline nett 
only to the family, but to the Con- 
ran empire during the 30-year mar- 
riage - something Sir Terence with 
his “healthy ego” had difficulty in 
recognising. 

Mr Justice Wilson described 
Lady Caroline as “a beautiful, cre- 
ative, energetic and instinctively 


stylish woman”. She had married Sir 
Thrence when she was 22 and he was 
29. She was “neither grasping nor dis- 
honest”. and her contribution was “ 
in every sense outstanding”. 

Lady Caroline was one of the four 
principal founders of the furnishing 
chain Habitat, and had forsaken her 
own career to work for the first shop. 

Sir Terence had conceded that his 


Terence Conran (right) and his 
former wives Shirley (for left) 
and Caroline 


ex-wife had been an excellent moth- 
er and had “provided him with what 
he mils active home support”, but 
disputed ber contribution to bis 
success, said the judge. 

He continued: “He is. in my 
judgement, totally convinced that the 
wife has made no such contributions 
and that any award against him con- 
structed even pan by reference to 
them would be perverse. 

“But it can be difficult for for a 
man with a healthy ego who has 
achieved vertiginous success to look 
down and discern a contribution oth- 
er than his own”. 

But .-“when everything is added 
together there is only one conclusion 
- the wife’s energy was almost as 
prodigious as that of the husband: 
and her contribution to ihe welfare 
of the family in every sense was out- 
standing”. 



■ 




Surprise: Frans Hals' portrait of St John ■" 

£2m for lost 



Stephen Goodwin 

Heritage Correspondent 

A painting of St John the Evan- 
gel ist by the 17th Century 
Dutch master Frans Hals, which 
had been lost for 180 years, was 
bought by an anonymous bid- 
der for five times the price ex- 
pected. One of a set of four 
Evangelists acquired by Cather- 
ine the Great of Russia, it 
fetched £1 .92m in a sale of Old 
Masters at Sotheby’s yester- 
day. 

Catherine acquired the set 
from Baron van Borck, minis- 
ter to the King of Prussia in 
1773. They remained in the Im- 
perial Hermitage in St Peters- 
burg until lSI2when they were 
among 30 paintings sent on 
the orders of Thar Alexander I 
to churches in the Crimea. 

After that, the location of the 
set remained a mystery until 
1959 when Luke and Matthew 
were discovered in a storeroom 
of the Odessa Museum. 

The two carried an attribu- 


tion to an unknown 19th cen- 
tury Russian painter, but both 
also displayed traces of the red 
paint of their Hermitage in- 
ventory number. Saint Mark 
surfaced at auction in M3an in 
1955, repainted as a bearded 
man in a ruff. The painting was 
confirmed as a Hals only after 
being cleaned in 1973 when the 
artist's monogram and St 
Mark’s lion were revealed 

The long-lost fourth Evan- 
gelist was submitted to Sothe- 
by’s for sale by ah un-named 
woman who had no idea of its 
significance. St John is por- 
trayed, as is customary, as a 
young man with his attributes, 
the gospels and eagle. Theoth- . 
er three saints are portrayed as 
old men. as is usual. 

Alexander Bell, head of 
Sotheby’s Old Master paintings 
department, said: “This is a 
beautiful image, in untouched 
state, which displays the fluid 
brushwork and bold handling 
that are the hallmarks of this 
great painter." 
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Go direct for 
the best 
holiday deals 
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Roll up for the special edition Carina E Si. 'With a 
unique I.S litre lean burn engine (that doesn't 
hog petrol), a host of creature comforts and a really 
sharp price, it's bound to send a tingle down 
the spines of all new car buyers. So hedge your bets 
and run over to your nearest Toyota dealer 
now or call 0600 777 S55 for mere information. We 
predict you'll see lets on the road this summer. 
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Employees face 
big income loss 
on retirement 


Roger Trapp 

Employees throughout Britain 
lace a reduction of up Co 15 per 
cent in their retirement bene- 
fits as □ result of the Budget's 
attack on dividend tat credits, 
financial advisers said yesterday. 

Experts predict widespread 
underfunding for retirement. 
Martin SlackTof actuaries Lane 
Clark iS: Peacock, said the move 
broke “the fundamental trust” 
between the Government and 
the public on which pension 
precision had been based. Ac- 
tuaries calculate that a male of 
35 expecting to retire at 65 and 
contributing 10 per cent of his 
£30.000 salary could, until 
Wednesday's speech, have ex- 
pected a pension of £44.259 a 
year. But the Joss of the tax cred- 
it could reduce that to £39.036 
- a 1 2-per-cent reduction. 

The problem stems from 
Gordon Brown's ending of what 
has been seen as a perk for a 
handful of City institutions. 
Bui it is not that simple. The tax 
credit on dividends that results 
from a facet of corporate taxa- 
tion known as Advance Cor- 
poration Tax f ACT) might look 


like a target whose only victims 
are pension funds, which are not 
only faceless but also do not 
have a vote. But recent lobby- 
ing demonstrated that the po- 
tential ramifications go beyond 
the Square Mile. 

ACT is a by-product of the 
system introduced in 1973 to try 
to reduce double taxation and 
is triggered when a corporation 
pays a dividend. The company 
pays shareholders a dividend net 
of the basic rate of income tax 
- 20 per cent - and pays the tax 
direct to the Inland Revenue on 
behalf of the shareholders. 

But the real beneficiaries are 
those that do not pay tax - most- 
ly tax-exempt institutions, such 
as pension funds, which ac- 
count for 50 to 60 per cent of 
UK share ownership. They can 
reclaim the ACT paid by cor- 
porations on their behalf and re- 
ceive substantial extra income 
in the form of gross dividends. 

It has long been assumed that 
this extra “incentive” for City in- 
stitutions to receive dividends 
has accounted for the British 
disease of sbort-termism by di- 
verting funds away from in- 
vestment in research and 


development and related areas. 

But many accountants ar- 
gue that even with the cut in cor- 
poration tax the effect of the 
change will be to reduce in- 
vestment because corporate 

cashflow will be hit by having to 
pay more to institutions to per- 
suade them not to invest else- 
where or into their pension 
funds. 

The approximately 6 million 
people in personal-pension 
schemes will have to make up 
the shortfall by making addi- 
tional contributions of 1.5 per 
cent to 2 per cent of their 
salaries. However, many - par- 
ticularly the self-employed - 
will already be making their 
maximum contributions and 
must therefore face reduced 
benefits. What happens to the 
4 million-odd people in occu- 
pational plans will depend on 
whether their employers have fi- 
nal-salary or defined-contribu- 
tion schemes. Companies with 
final-salary schemes are oblig- 
ed to make up the difference, 
but a company can change the 
basis of its pension scheme or 
even wind it up at will. 

End to pensions holiday page 22 
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Grey area: Thanks to Gordon Brown, pensioners may not find it so easy to holiday take that holiday of a lifetime Photog&ph: Herbie 

Price of postage may have to risej 


Roger Trapp and 
Chris Godsmark 

The Post Office and British 
Telecom arc among the first 
companies to hint at Lhe effect 
the abolition of the tax credit on 
Advanced Corporation Tax will 
have on them. 

Though the reduction in cor- 


poration tax from 53 per cent 
to 31 percent has softened the 
blow, actuaries still calculate 
that the ending of the lax cred- 
it for pension funds will add 
about 10 per cent to the liabil- 
ities of companies operating oc- 
cupational schemes. 

Many local authorities which 
have alreadv seen their funds se- 


verely stretched by government 
cutbacks, warned that council 
tax may have to rise, or services 
cut. as they seek to make up the 
shortfall in their pension funds. 

The Pint Office would not 
rule out an increase in the 
price of postage stamps yester- 
day after the Chancellor's re- 
moval of pension fund tax relief 
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left the organisation with a bill 
of around £l50m. 

Executives from the Post Of- 
fice were yesterday seeking a 
meeting with the Department of 
Trade and Industry to discuss 
how it could meet the extra can. 
The hill is almost the same as the 
£130m raised last year when 
postage stamp-prices' rose by Ip 

The Post Office's two pension 
funds could see £Ibn knocked 
off their £ltihn value. •‘This 
missing link is what the DTI will 
say about our ability to meet 
Treasury financing limits.” said 
a spokesman. 

Though the l\vA Office this 
week revealed record profits of 
£577m for lust year year, it had 
to pay £2£5ra straight Kick to 
the Treasury and a further 
£2 16m in corporation lax, leav- 
ing a buffer of just JCJtan. This 
year the sum paid into Ucasury 
coffers will increase to £3 1 3m. 
a source of long-standing con- 
cern to Post Office directors 


who wanted freedom from Ex- 
chequer constraints. [ 

The spokesman said the Of- 
fice would need a detefledfre- 
view of the' loud before Rcdutd 
calculate the precise cost of the 
measure; “It's just too cftrfr to 
say what the precise impact is. 
You couldn’t say there wip be 
a stamp rise, you couldn't say 
there won't be a stamp Tim." ‘ 

Though stamp prices slave 
been frozen until at least April 
1998. this week the Post Qffic* 
could not guarantee it would 
stick to its pledge. 

BT also expected to have to 
put farther cash into its £2Vhn 
pension fund yesterdav. ‘There 
obviously will be an effect on us. 
BT is committed to maintaining 
the health of the pension fund," 
said a spokeswoman. 

The 11 9,01)0 employee mem- 
bers pay contributions of 6 per 
cent, matched by 95 per cent 
from BT The fund bad a surplus 
of XSOOm in 1995. 



BETACOM 

W ptnwn 

■ 10 number memory 

■ AvaSabte m grate 
oi bjrgund; 

Made* PYfCENOt 

W»5 0591 


BINATONE 

suimo amwfcm 


£1259 =2 


■ Hanfrint 
ipeafccrphone 
MoMIKMXS 


Mil rjoui 

f19j9 


orange 1 


"i- •] a'.' •' I - ! >.•; 



SAVE ON 

ORANGE 

SAVE OVER £ 60 

ON THIS ALL-IN-ONE PACKAGE 



SAVE To £30 ON 

CORDLESS PHONES 


SOUTHWESTERN BELL 

Corttn Phone ' .. 

■ mtPCWn !icCiT* HSH 

■ 9 number memory. Efl BO 

Model FF79CA. VTJIl tttlQQ 

W»£6»99 t"WJ3 


SOUTHWESTERN BELL 

Wgial 

WWW MkMm hhhmm ... | wy. 
iTteMManp. ■■ M 
* S number memory |V7|] QQ 

Mod«iFn 9 a Irl 1 ! £JJS 9 

WK £129.99 


EXTRA SAVING 


BT Cartesi Phone . 

■ 10 number memory. I 

■ Paging fadfity I 

■ Up to 100 metre S 

'• n 9 e * 

Model FREESTYLE 80. 
Wd £3957 W*4 £74 99. 


flOKV 


BT CortM Phone widi Ikdtt-tn 
Dtgrul Answer Machine 

■ bitrroom betvwtn B4k\ 4 -*| 
ban and handsel. Vfl ( 

■ A«*tab*eimn*wte Villi f 

or grey. " * 

Model RIEESTUE 1100. Wi» £12959. 


uumu 

{119a 


SWATCH ^ 

Digital Confess Phone 
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as a wired phone. 
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MOTOROLA Mobile Phone 
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■ Easy to use menu system. m IMM AA ■ 

Model MR30. * ll/l/.j!; 


**When you buy Orange Motorola MR3Q All-in-One package. Saving compared to monthly line rental ot £17.63 
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Blunkett cuts benefit for work-shy youth 


Barrie dement 
and Anthony Bevins 

Unemployed youngsters 'who drop 
out of the Government's £3.5 bn Wel- 
fare to Work programme for no good 
'eason will have their benefits re- 
newed completely, ministers re- 
pealed yesterday. 

David Bhmkctt, Secretary of State 
br Education ’and Employment, 
swelled out the details of his New 
Deal for the young which will grant 
tlem “rights' 1 mid demand obliga- 
tions and will be compared to the 

Councils 


tough ‘"Workfare" Schemes in the 
USA. 

Introducing his crusade to get peo- 
ple off benefit and into jobs. Mr 
Blanket! said: “No one except those 
with disabilities or very good cause 
should refuse to take up the option 
to earn their own living.* Unlike pre- 
vious schemes die watchwords for the 
new regime would be “Quality, con- 
tinuity and employability”, be said. 

When sanctions were imposed 
on the “workshy" by the Conserva- 
tive Government under the Job- 
seekers’ Allowance scheme, similar 


penalties were denounced by Labour 
- and by Alan Howaitb. the Con- 
servative who subsequently defect- 
ed to Labour and now serves as a 
Minister In Mr Bluokett’s depart- 
ment. 

The big difference now, accord- 
ing to Ministers, is that young peo- 
ple will be offered quality options. 

As Mr Blunkeu gave the Com- 
mons details of the new sanctions 
process last night, there was no sign 
of protest or dissent from the two 
dozen backbenchers in the Chamber. 

Mr Blunkett told the House: “2 


know that young people will be per- 
suaded that this is hope, not pun- 
ishment.’’ One new Labour MP 
even broke Commons convention 
with a short hurst of clapping when 
Mr Blunkett ended his Budget de- 
bate speech. 

Under the Welfare to Work pro- 
.gramxne, 178,000 jobless people be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 34 and who 
have been out of work or tramiog for 
more than six months would be 
forced to make themselves available. 

The New Deal scheme begins 
with a programme of counselling as 


part of the “gateway" to the new sys- 
tem. 

Each participant will have an in- 
dividual employment service advisor 
and, if necessary, will receive help 
with basic numeracy and literacy. 
Some may find jobs during this pe- 
riod which could last up to four 
months. 

Participants would then progress 
to one of four options: 

■ A job with an employer each of 
whom would receive £60 a week for 
up to 26 weeks. An additional £750 
would be paid to the employer for 


one day’s education or training a 

■ a placement with the Govern- 

ment's Environment Thsk Force, 
which will include day-release for ed- 
ucation or training. ™ 

receive a grant of £400 each. 

■ Work with a voluntary organi- 
sation including periods of training. 

■ The opportunity for ttoKe with- 
out qualifications to take up fiiU-nme 

education or training for a penou of 
up to 12 months. 

Where young people refuse all the 
options a government-appointed 


adjudicator would then decide 
whether to cut off their Jobseekers’ 
Allowance, or remove 40 per cent of 
it for those with dependants. 

Under the old JSA regime they 
had to wait two weeks to resume pay- 
ments, on appeal. Under the New 
Deal they would have to wail four 
weeks. A single person receives 
£38.90 a week JSA. 

Those classified as vulnerable, 
normally people with children or de- 
pendants. hut also those with dis- 
abilities or chronic sickness, would 
sec their bene fils reduced. 



to spend 
cn school 



Lucy Ward 

Educgfon Correspondent 

Ministers are to force local authorities 
to spend their education windfall from 
the Budget on raising standards rather 
than teachers' salaries by feeding 
some of the cash into a special fund 
devotee to government-set projects. 

Government sources yesterday said 
a proportion of the £835m extra mon- 
ey for English education authorities for 
next year would be distributed as part 
of the Grants for Education Support 
and Training (Gest) programme. 

To push authorities to contribute 
more towards Gest . the Government 
plans to change the balance of fund- 
ing for the programme. Where now the 
Government contributes 60 per cent 
of the total cost of projects and au- 
thorities pay the rest, councils will now 
be asked to share the cost equally. 

Hie overall total in the pot wifi also 
rise by £60m in 1997-8 compared with 
his year, with the Government and lo- 
•aj authorities each contributing 
1180m. 

The government sources said last 
nght: “This is one way of ensuring that 
s>me of the extra grant we are giving 
anhori ties next year is focused on lit- 
eacy and numeracy and other aspects 
o’ the White Paper." 

The paper, “Excellence jn Schools" 
lobe launched on Monday, will focus 
or raising standards in the classroom. 



Hospital 

building 
goes private 


Schools project The Chancellor has promised £i.3bn over the next five years to renovate dilapidated buildings 

provi 
bend 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Education Secretary David Blunkett 
-Yes t erday wrote to LEAs setting out 
his concern that the extra money 
should be spent on raising standards. 
He wrote: “1 want you to ensure 
therefore that the extra funding being 


sided is used specifically for the 
;nefit of schools in your authority." 

Authorities are likely to be less con- 
ten twith ministers’ tactics to control 
more of their spending. Ivor Wkkfcson, 
policy officer for the Local Govern- 


ment Association, said authorities 
were entirely in agreement with gov- 
ernment objectives on raising standards 
in literacy and numeracy. But he pre- 
dicted “disappointment” at the gov- 
ernment’s decision to reduce its 


proportional contribution to Gest 
spending. 

The Budget also brought authorities 
a surprise £13bn over the life of the 
Parliament to tackle the backlog of re- 
pairs on school buildings. 


CoGn Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The Government has given the 
go ahead for 12 hospitals to be 
built and run by the private sec- 
tor with private finance for use 
by NHS patients. 

The hospitals, custiog £1 Jbn. 
wall be staffed by NHS doctors 
and nurses, but the buildings will 
be owned by the private sector 
anH leased back to the NHS. 

Ministers could not say how 
much the leasing would cost, but 
insisted that it was the best deal 
for the taxpayer. Alan Milbum. 
the Health Minister, made it 
dear that future hospital build- 
ing will depend on similar pri- 
vate finance initiatives. He said 
the projects announced yester- 
day are ushering in a new era 
for the NHS. 

“Now it is PFI or bust," he 
said. 

The 12 schemes are the 
biggest capital programme in 
the history of the NHS and the 
money comes on top of an ex- 
tra £13bn for the NHS for 
next year announced in the 
Budget by the Chancellor. 

Ministers are resisting de- 
mands for more money for the 
current financial year, in spite 
of discovering that their defidts 
now total more than £300m, but 
officials said the allocation of 
the additional money would be 
made earlier than usual around 


October, to enable hospitals to 
plan ahead to avoid the threat- 
ened winter crisis. 

The approved PFI schemes 
include three new hospitals 
near Tony Blair’s Scdgefield 
constituency, in North Durham, 
Bishop Auckland and South 
Tecs. Denying there was any 
connection. Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary, said only two 
hospitals had been buQt in the 
north east in the last 20 years 
under the Tories 

A second wave of schemes, 
which failed to meet the Gov- 
ernment criteria, will be 
launched next Spring. 

In all 23 were rejected, in- 
cluding projects at the famous 
"Jimmy’s" in Leeds - St James's 
University Hospital NHS Trust, 
and a new hospital costing 
£29m at Stone Grove for the 
Central Sheffield NHS Trust. 
They will be told to stop work 
on their contracts, although 
they will be reconsidered for the 
second wave in the New Year. 

The 12 projects approved 
are: North Durham. South 
Buckinghamshire, Catderdale, 
Carlisle, Hereford, Wellhouse. 
Worcester, Bishop Auckland, 
South Manchester, South Tees, 
Swindon and Bromley. 

Two other private schemes, 
for Norwich and Norfolk and at 
Daxtfotd and Gravesham, were 
approved earlier by the Gov- 
ernment 
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The Principles people pull out of Burma 
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specie* cofresporxJerrt j 
Soe Ltoyd-Rabetts 
leshowthe 
have made a 
rang in European trade 


Andrew Marshall on Burton 
Group’s decision that followed 
yesterday’s Independent report 


The Burton Group said that it 
was severing its business links 
with Burma yesterday, imme- 
diately before a BBC S'ewsnigfit 
documentary was due to docu- 
ment its ties" to the country. 

“The Burton Group has to- 
day instructed its suppliers to 
place no further contracts for 
sourcing from Burma, and to 
terminate all existing contracts 
by no later than the end of this 
year." said a statement “It is the 
Burton Groups policy to listen 
to its customers and this deci- 
sion has been taken following 
a review of customer opinion to- 
wards merchandise sourced 
from Burma."’ 

The Burton Group, one of 


Britain's largest retailers, owns 
Burton Menswear. Debcnhams, 
Dorothy Perkins, Evans, 
Topshop and Top Mart, and 
Principles. 

Tfie Independent reported 
yesterday that Burton was one 
of several British companies 
which sourced its clothes from 
Burma. However, a spokes- 
person for the company said that 
the timing of the pud-out was 
completely unrelated to either 
the report in The Independent or 
the BBC programme, set to be 
broadcast lasl night. 

Instead, they said that it was 
the result of comment from cus- 
tomers. who had expressed 
unhappiness with the policy of 



New clothes: Burton Group, owners of Principles stores, says it is responding to concerns over Burma, where the junta benefits from chBd 


buying from Burma. “We have 
a policy of listening to our cus- 
tomers.” the spokesperson 
reiterated. 

Aung San Suu Kyi won the 
1991 Nobel Peace Prize for her 


non-violent campaign for 
democracy m Burma, a year af- 
ter the opposition, led" by her 
National League for Democ- 
racy-. won parliamentary elec- 
tions. The ruling military 


council never honoured the 
result. 

The Burma Action Group 
said that the announcement 
was very good news. It has 
mounted a letter- writing cam- 


paign against Burton’s invest- 
ment, and regarded this as a suc- 
cess. “It goes to show that UK 
consumers are increasingly eth- 
ical consumers.” said Yvette 
Mahon, co-ordinator of the 
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group. “This sends a vay strong 
signal to the military in Burma 
of increasing world isolation," 
According to official 
Burmese figures, Britain is in 
second place after Singapore in 


the league table of investors in 
Burma, with over. SboUm 
(£40Qm) of British investors’ 
money invested lust year. Most 
of this is accounted for by 
stakes in the gas and nil sector, 
but there is also considerable m- 
tercst in buying garments from ' 
the country* "oc «f the world's: 
lowest cost suppliers. 

Many American companies 
have already retreated Iron, 
Burma. When it left the enure' 
try, the jeans manufacture? . 
Levi Strauss said-. “Under cue 
rent conditions, it is not povu 
Me to do business in BurnU 
without directly supporting tlf 
military government and p. 
pervasive violations of hump 
rights." • 

■ The Government said yfc- 
terday h would consider signjg 
a number of international 
man rights accords as pan oils 
commitment to make hinpn 
righto ft central goal of its for- 
eign policy, Reuters rej 
Foreign Office minister 
Lloyd told 20 human right 
gamsaiions that the G*n 
ment planned to launch a i 
review of its in temationa) hu- 
man rights policy. 

In particular, it would < 
me whether . to acec< 
protocol to tire Euro 
vention on Human Righj 
the International Covi 
Civil and Political Right 


significant short 


Bosnian Serb president 
dissolves parliament I 


The Bosnian Serb president yesterday dissolved 
parliament, which Is dominated by her rivals - allies fcf the 
war-crime suspect Radovan Karadzic. But the lcgislaure 
was likely to defy her and further escalate tensions. Mrs 
Plavsic said her decree was justified because The 

AinMlMinn nf IsmI ntvUr it in a n*riniK I'rwH li 


all fields."' She said the police were “organising cnnjinal 
activities'*, she was being ignored by the govemmertt. and 
parliament had been “carrying out orders from the; 
informal centres of power"* - an allusion to Mr Karadzic. 
Parliament is scheduled to meet today in Karadzic* 
mountain stronghold of Pale, east of Sarajevo. . 

AP - Belgrade 


Fears grow for Nigerian poll 

The postponement of elections has Nigerian opposition 
groups questioning whether the military regime will keep 
its promise to cede power to civilians next year. General 

O _• , I L. . 1KW ... 


Sani Abacha promised in 1995 to return ptwer to civilians 
iTra 


on 1 October 1998. On Wednesday, his Transition 
Implementation Council set presidential and ■ 

gubernatorial elections were set for 1 August 1998. It was 
the first time a date for the presidential vine had been j 
announced, but General Abacha had said earlier that { 
governors for the country's 30 states and one federal 
territory would be elected late this year. AP - 1 


Forces’ gay ruling challenged 

The US Justice Department will appeal against a federal 
judge's ruling that the armed forces’ “don’t ask, don’t tefi 


policy violates gays’ rights to equal participation in 

In New York, District Judge Eugene 


national defence. 

Nickerson has ruled that a military "called on to fight ftvj 
the principles of equality and free speech embodied in rl 
United States Constitution should embrace those 1 
principals in its own ranks”. The issue Is expected to he 
decided eventually by the Supreme Court. 

AP - Washing n 


Japan scales down oil di 



Embarrassed officials said the oil spill from the Dianu 
Grace supertanker in Tokyo Bay, initially thought to f 
record proportions, was only one-tenth the size previnj 
estimated. They also said human error appeared to • 
responsible for rhe incident, in which the supertanker 
over a reef in shallow water. Officials had estimated ' 
spill at 13,400 tonnes, which would have made it 
biggest ever in Japan. Yesterday, however, they ; 
to 1,315 tonnes. Reuters - ' 


the 


Saudi step to democracy 


A Saudi-owned newspaper said Saudi Arabia ' 

the number of delegates in its consultative Shura 

to 90 from 60, expanding popular participation in the 
country’s first representative body. Reuters - r 


In-flight exposure 


He was caught with his pants down in a lavatory during a 
transatlantic flight but insists he is innocent. RflViv Laor 
says he was not sneaking a smoke. Now he is suing Air 
France for 512m (£7m) after he was dragged from the 
lavatory with his trousers around his ankles and toilet 
paper in his hand. Mr Laor claims a flight attendant 
wrongly thought he was smoking after a malfuncuonir 
smoke alarm went off. AP— New 1 


Mafia bomber arrested , 

Gaspare Spatuzza, one of Italy’s most sought-after Main 
killers who was wanted fora series of 1993 bombings tp at 


killed 10 people, has been arrested, police said. 

leading role ip 


Investigators say Spatuzza played a 
organising car bomb attacks in Milan. Rome and-FIorence 
that killed 10 people in 1993. The bombs also daiiugcd 
Florence's Uffizi Gallery and two churches in Rome in the 
same period. Reuters - Palermo 



Accused of ear bombing: PoOce escorting Gaspare 
Spatuzza in Palermo yesterday Photograph: Reuters 
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international 


Countdown 
begins to 
handover of 

next 
outpost 



Sire Crawshaw 

MjJU 


Jbifaree 17-year-old boys bad 
jusfuusbed playing squash. 
An (remarkable way of spend- 
ing jairry afternoon, you might 
thin. Except for one unusual 
circitstance. They had just 
stepjd out of the arrivals hall 
at thoorder between the Por- 
hifitue colony of Macau and 
the Fyple's Republic of China. 
The fcys live in Macau. They 
had ppped across into the 
neigbfcuriqg Commonfat coun- 
try forheir game. It is cheap- 
er anteasier for the boys to 
book tfeir weekly squash game 
in Chin than in Macau. 

In sort: reunification be- 
tween dacau and mainland 
China hs already begun, even 
if it is noyetofBdal. Soon it will 
be. Nbwfie British handover of 
Hong King is complete, atten- 
tion is aready turning to the 
next chaige of the guard. The 


handover date is 20 December 
1999. The Chinese government 
is planning to install a Macau 
countdown clock in Tianan- 
men Square, similar to the 
Hong Kong clock which 
stopped on Monday night. 

Macau is a rundown kind of 
place. It has some lurking 
charm in some of its half- 
Mediterranean corners - 
halustraded balconies, stuccoed 
mansions, restaurants serving 
vinho verde. even an abun- 
dance of Mediterranean -style 
mopeds. But it has less self-con- 
fident vibrancy than nearby 
Hong Kong. 

Above all, it is famous for 
gambling;, which is by far the 
biggest earner- bringing in half 
the colony’s income. Many of 
the casinos are open 24 hours. 
Hotel shuttle buses take guests 
to the casino from early morn- 
ing to late at nigbL 

The entire territory - the 
peninsula with the mam town, 



and two islands, joined by 
bridges to the mainland - is 
much smaller than Hong Kong, 
with a population of 400,000 as 
opposed to Hong Kong's 6 mil- 
lion. But just a s great a contrast 
is the difference in political 
climate- Hong Kong has be- 
come a place of political drama. 
In Macau, there has been little 
hint of rebellion- As one gov- 
ernment official noted “In 
Hong Kong the concept of 


democracy is so popular. Here, 
life is so calm.” 

Macau was always an odd 
kind of colony. Unlike Hong 
Kong, it was never seized by 
force. In the 16th century, the 
Portuguese simply moved in. 
Strictly speaking, it is not even 
a Portuguese colony hut “Chi- 
nese territory under Portuguese 
administration". The fine dis- 
tinction will become even finer 
after 1999, when Macau, Like 


Hong Kong, will be a “special 
administrative region" of the 
People’s Republic; with a “high 
degree of autonomy". 

What that means is any- 
body’s guess — just as in Hong 
Kong, 40 miles across the wa- 
ter. Officially everybody in 
Macau is keen on the impend- 
ing changes. There were “our- 
turn-next" celebrations in 
Macau this week and a chanted 
countdown to Monday midnight 


in the central square. Officials 
are keen (o emphasise the rosy 
relationship with China - with 
none of the frictions that have 
bedevilled the relationship be- 
tween London and Peking, and 
especially between Chris Fatten 
in Government House and the 
Chinese government. 

Bui there is nervousness, 
too. in this sleepy place. Portu- 
gal has always had a much 
more arm's length relationship 


with its colony than Britain 
with Hong Kong. .After the 
revolution of 1974. the new 
Socialist government in Lisbon 
even tried to give the territory 
back. The Chinese answer: 
“Don’t call us. we'll call you." 

Unlike Hong Kong. Macau 
has made little progress to- 
wards fully democratic elec- 
tions- though officials point out 
it has moved steadily in the right 
direction. The first limited 


Riding high: People In 
Macau are looking 
forward to rejoining the 
People's Republic, but vrill 
be keeping a watchful 
eye on developments in 
Hong Kong 

Photograph: David Rose 


changes in the election rules 
wcrcinlroduccd more than 20 
years ago, horrifying those who 
ran Hong Kong at the lime, who 
believed nominations and ap- 
pointments were the best way 
to choose a legislative council. 

As in Hong Kong, people are 
proud to feel they will be unit- 
ed with their fellow Chinese. In 
the words of Edgar Chu. a tex- 
tile manufacturer: “People are 
‘looking forward to it. 1997 jin 
Hong Kong} is a veiy good sign 
for Macau. Evciytmng is run- 
ning smoothly. The people of 
Hong Kong and Macau just 
want a good life, and want to 
maintain things as they are.” 

But there is wannest “In two 
years we'll be pan of China, so 
we're happy," savs Jaffa Lei. a 
student of marketing. “But I feel 
worried, because t don't know 
whin will happen. If things go 
badly in Hong Kong, that's 
what we must watch. 

Already, some in Maeau are 
watching nervously. They al- 
ready know Peking is capable of 
changing its mind on crucial is- 
sues. Macau government pub- 
lications boast “No Chinese 
troops will be stationed here." 
This week, however, a Chinese 
spokesman appeared to ques- 
tion that statement, causing a lit- 
tle flurry or concern. “I was 
scared ui see tanks coming into 
Hong Kong, on the television. 
If that happened here, it would 
be terrible," said one woman in 
Macau this week. “As a Chinese 
person. J will celebrate [1999]. 
But I have to struggle with my- 
self. because I'm aliltlc scared." 


Taiwan repulses 
motherland’s grasp 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Taipei 

hiwan’s president, Lee Tfeng 
fui vigorously denied the sug- 
stion of his Communist rival, 
Tesideut Jiang Zemin, that Thi- 
in will eventually follow Hong 
mg into union with the Com- 
nnisl government of China. 

T would like to take this fais- 
tic opportunity to solemnly 
pclairo that Taiwan is not 
I-ng, Kong,” he said at a ie- 
ettion held for foreign jour- 
nals in Taipei yesterday. |Tbe 
dermi nation and aebieve- 
miis of the 215 million peo- 
plcf the Republic of China on 
Ikkin, in their pursuit of 
dcncracy and defence of free- 
don cannot be ignored or 
neged. We shall never give up 
our imocratic institutions." 

Yiterday’s event was clearly 
intened to counteract remarks 
mad*y President Jiang at the 
cerexony marking the hand- 
over r Hong Kong to Chinese 
rule oiTbesdav. There, Mr Jiang 


promised to u i 

mote peaceful retmificatkxj of the 
motherland in accordance with 
the principle of‘ooe country, two 
systems' ... eventually resolving 
the Taiwan question”. Since then, 
■finvan's lenders have insisted that 
until Peking embarks on demo- 
cratic reforms, reunification is out 
of the question. 

Thiwan has trade and invest- 
ments worth tens of billions of 
dollars with Hong Kong; tinder 
British rule, .the colony also 
served as a station for indirect 
trade between Thiwan and the 
Communist mainland, lb the 
relief of many in Tfcipei, the new 
chief executive of Hong Kong, 
Tung Chee Hwa, had a meeting 
yesterday with Koo Chen Fu, 
Taiwan’s representative on re- 
lations with the mainland. 

Technically, the meeting was 
"private”; Communist officials 
insisted that all contacts be- 
tween Hong Kong and Thiwan 
must be approved try Peking. 

Thiwan has been divided from 
the mainland since 1949 when 


the forces of the nationalist 
Knomixuang fled there -after 
they were defeated in the dvil 
war by the Communist People's 
Liberation Army. The Repub- 
lic of China, as Taiwan's rulers 
insist on referring to it, has 
long claimed it is the legitimate 
Chinese government. 

Peking regards Tlriwan as a 
breakaway province and more 
and more countries have -trans- 
fertHskf <^oro^:feeo^ 
from Thipei tO fttongi;«itaiu 
tcxik the stepmI950 but until thB 
week. Topers official position was 
that Hong Kong should be re- 
stored to Taiwanese sovereignty. 

Tkrwan has offered to engage 
in talks with Pelting cm an equal 
footing, but so for has been 
snubbed “A model on foe lines 
of HongXong and Macau is by 
no means acceptable,” said 
Lien Chan, Taiwan's vice pres- 
ident and prime minister yes- 
terday. "Unification must be 
accomplished on the basis if 
freedom, democracy and equal 
distribution of wealth." ‘ 
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W e feel the appearance of the 
new 'R' prefixes should be a 
ccuse for notice and admiration 
Aid with a DVLA Select Registration, 
it aeedn't cost you the earth to turn special numbers. Choose a prefix letter 

yoir rar into a memorable spectacle, and one of our special numbers 


A and H prefixes starting at £250. 
Numbers 1 to 20 are available with 
prefixes A, B and H, while all other 
prefixes are available with certain 53 


Witt 'R' prefix registrations starting 
fron only £399, eg R22 BOB 
inclusive of VAT and £S0 assignment 
fee you can be assured your 
vehiae will attract appreciative 
gazes Some popular numbers 
will be individually priced- 


then add any 3 letters except I, Q 
and Z to form your own unique 
registration. It couldn't be more 
straightforward. Call the new 
DVLA Registration Hotline, 
quoting Ref: 10407, with 
your cheque book. Visa or 


win m ** — — j r jgwa twTiTO - , _. 

B and P prefixes are also ffSSSE MasterCard handy. Lrnes are 

Ti With “ AS “I open 9 . 00 am to 5 . 00 pm, 

available from 099 , wri. Q^ygg ]] 33 66 Monday to Friday. 


J, K, 14 M, N and some 
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1 top next DVLA CLASSIC COLLECnON AUCTION WILL Bf ffiLD 
iSfeJ^CENTRE, NEWCASTLE WON TYNE, ON THE V2 SEPTEMBER 
' TOR FURTHER DETAILS ON THE AUCTION WRITE TO: 
dMA t^cSSlC COLLECTION. CMA CROUP, CENTRAL HOUSE, 

mMTSR ACT ROAD, RCTHWELL, LEEDS LS26 OJE 

a vehicle bok younger than 

DVIA aaks sdvenH- fT ^ ava, ^rl J® ^Irnder review. The range of changes being consdered, 

it Prefix mav not be the current identifier for the full yw* 
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AMPLIFIERS 
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M.^10 50MC SPEAKERS 


• 50 watte per diannel 

• 909 dBMfm sonsftntiijt 

• impectnce S ohms. 

•Ftoor/bookshetf. Mbs £9093 
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£4999 


JAMO StuSo 170 SPEAKBS 

• x» wns per channel 

• 93.7 tSflWm sensitivity. 

• mpedsnee 8 ohms. 

• Boor sancina Was 07999 





WHARFBMVUmaxrm 


• DO watts per channel 

• 89 tBWtmsen 3 Swisc 

• hpedanw8ohrns.lM»mP™sfaS3a 


HALF 

PRICE 







PAST OF DSG RETAIL LIMITED 


Dixo 


There^s aGreai De^ going on 



•BiinRr fraeKr^hfiibefoe lor tie 6Jh9mtr£* merits Bn«F^emontWPOVTiwmdl3«mdtheb*ncet3( 

nrn-T.yShn tn thn Onwri Period IrafcfiiM on me Irtswarr crodLCl. C10B3^t»kT0ttr wtiM thefiai irxxtWy payment 



^ assKsa?" 1 

APR29JSU 

{Appicsnts miBt be tsvovw. Sib Northern ketancU 







i&gSSSBB 





frpmAY 4 JULY 1997 * THE IN DEPEN DE] 


international 



Jospin targets 






for emergency tax 


John Lichfield 

Paris 


Poll position: Albanians take cover in a park in front of the central electoral building in Tirana yesterday as shooting 
erupted after monarchists, demanding a revision of poll results, marched from a nearby square Photograph: Reuters 


The mosi profitable French 
companies, and the wealthiest 
French individuals, face an 
emergency tax levy later this 
year to help France qualify for 
the European single currency. 

Dominique Strauss- Kahn, 
the finance minister, said yes- 
terday that a “light" levy on 
business and individuals may’ be 
necessary’ if the state of public 
finances proves to be woise than 
expected. An audit is due to be 
completed in two weeks* time. 

His comments provoked 
anger in (he business commu- 
nity and among centre-right 
politicians, who pointed out 
that the Socialists had cam- 
paigned during the election in 
May on a promise not to raise 
taxes. They had also cam- 
paigned on a promise to keep 
their promises. 

Government spokesmen re- 


torted dial this was not true: the 
Socialists had pledged not to 
raise the standard, compulsory 
level of taxation. Mr Strauss- 
Kahn was suggesting a one-off 

levy.This would only apply if the 

budget deficit this year seemed 
to be hopelessly wide of the 
guideline — 3 per cent of GDP 
- laid down for membership of 


the single currency. 

The French government has 
already let it be known that it 
expects to miss this target but 
hopes that Germany and other 
EU governments will accept 3.4 
or 3.5 per cent as a near miss. 

The emergency levy would 
apply if the estimated deficit was 
even higher (which seems like- 
ly). 

To add to the confusion, the 
government itself seemed un- 
clear who might be stung by 
such a tax. Francois HoIIandc, 
the first secretary of the Socialist 
Party, said on Wednesday that 
it would apply only to compa- 


"MY DAD'S CAR IS BETTER THAN 

YOUR DAD'S CAR"* 


• : »*8dfS& 
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(^irs OmCIAL, BBC TOP GEAR MAGAZINE VOTED THE FIAT BRAVA FAMILY CAR OF THE YEAR.) 


Because you want your kids to enjoy the best of everything, you really must 
take a look at the Fiat Brava. After all. BBC Top Gear magazine rate it this 
years best family ear. That's partly because the Brava doesn't look like 


a family car. (Put a cardboard box 


noisy’ offspring with a tweak of the volume button. And because Top Gear won't 
be the only ones to covet the Fiat Brava ELX, the car is fitted with an alarm 
and a Fiat CODE immobiliser. It means that only you and your sprogs con 

I enjoy the refined 1.6 or sporty 1.8 


next to the photo above. See. no 
resemblance whatsoever.) .And in this 


case appearances are not deceptive. 


The Brava is also stvlish and 


0°/c 


carefully designed on the inside. 
Of course, careful design means safe 


V/O 

3 YEARS 



BRAVA 1 -AS 

BRAVA I -SCUC 

(Atatdlk) 


BRAVA 1j«S 

BRAVA I^EIX 
(MaMdBc) 

CoshPrkat 
(ontfaa rood) 

£11,070.13 

£14.898.28 

MMoriMr 

N|mH 

£153.00 

£200.00 

Dapoill 

£5,562.13 

£7/482^8 

APR 

0% 

o% 


plumb for the 1.9 turbo diesel if you 
want to save money fast.) 1997's Top 
Family Car can be yours from just 
£11.070, on the road. All Bravas are 


Amount 

Ftnonead 


£5, SOS no 


£ 7 , 416.00 XI i,07a.i3 ei4,«9s.j« also available with Fiat's Flexible 


design. The Brava ELX features a 


driver's airbag. ABS and remote control central locking. And for convenience, 
electric door mirrors, windows and sun-roof. The thoughtful inclusion of a 
(, speaker CD compatible radio-cassette means you can drmvn the sound of 


I Easipian* which offers a host of 

unique ways to drive a new Fiat. So what family ear will get your vote? The one 
that's better than your kids friend’s dad's car. of course. Call 0800 71 7000. 
http-V/www-.fiat.co.uk n or visit your local Fiat dealer for more information. 


FIAT BRAVA 


DRIVEN BY PASSION 


rfjgg <= M ' W--- ri 'V *'- L ~ .TTltME FOiprwn* ME7-U..C rilWl PfuCE INCLUDES ES» »0» MLIVEF. TT' Ct-vLEft rWMDEf* FL»TM VAT ^ND 1 2 MONTHS FUND UCEf ICE AND iC '"‘•-RftECT AT Tlw T-. 

3 , . -* the tTnriCE a rurartuM OErc-wr & , c«h * KL -flexible easiplan slmKT to mminjm ccr-ssrr of i - a credit faout*s wo® apc A vamaeiE t* iu.--.NE vsn imnd^ep ' 
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Strauss- Kahn; ‘A light levy* 


nics which had been “the most 
prosperous" in recent years. 
Catherine Traulmann, the offi- 
cial government spokeswoman, 
suggested it might apply to any 
company which had “made 
profits"/ Mr Strauss- Kahn ex- 
tended the net yesterday to the 
“wealthiest families". 

The row was a further em- 
barrasment for the Prime Min- 
ister. Lionel Jospin, who gave 
a television interview to ex- 
j plain how he intended to keep 


an apparently contradictory set 
of election pledges. 

Mr Jospin asked, in effect. 


not to be judged on his first 
month, or his first year, in of- 


fice. He said he had been giv- 
en a five-year mandate and 
would keep his promises by the 
end of that punod. 


Mr Jospin remains popular 
anti most French people seem?' 
read\’ to extend his period o§£ 
grace. His core problem is hh£j 
promise to respect all hie 
promises, which has tangle^ 
the government in ever mor| • 
complex skeins of sophist™. J - r 
The decision last week not lif 
reverse the closure of the R| 
nauli factory in Bclgiul 
seemed u direct breach off 
promise to reopen the ease. P* ... 
said Mr Jospiii, he If 
promised only to “reopen ■ 
dossier", not to force a dif# . 
ent decision. I 

The vague commitment) 
grcitter EU emphasis on grcfi 
an d jobs at the summit m J- 
sterdam fell short of the w- 
puign pledge to push the wle . 
Euro [wan single currency® k 
icy in a new, more rcllatiifiry . 
direction. Yet, said Mr Jain, 
hut it is just a first step. I 
The tax row brings hiifnto ' 
even more hazardous teijuy. 

Hi meet the EMU guiiines • 
and honour spending pages, 

Mr Jospin needs the ec/omy 
to grow faster than the drent 
annual estimate or 2 percent. 
But any suggestion tit his 
government wul be anti-osincs jJ. 
and anti-profit could jnder- 
mine investment and asmm ^ 
confidence and, ' thieKrR, 
growth. ' '■% 
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Thank God far 
0-level history 
and Russian 

i 

nostalgia 1 



It takes nerves of steel just to 
have a drink in the har of the 
Hotel Tajikistan. TWs estab- 
lishment, in the heart of its 
eponymous country’s capital 
Dushanbe, is a is a byword for 
awfulness among the handful of 
Western travellers unfortunate 
enough to have to stay here - a 
typical Soviet-era monolith, with 
the usual scanty and inedible 
food, surly service, dysfunc- 
tional telephones and televisions 
and life-threatening lifts. 

What gives the place its spe- 
cial flavour, however - and in 
the bar most of all - are the of- 
ficers of the 201 Russian peace- 
keeping division. Russia still 
commands about 20.000 troops 
along the southern border with 
Afghanistan, and when not on 
border duty these officers reside 
on the hotel's top two floors. 
Their tours of duty can last for 
years: many are bajf-crazed 
with boredom. 

At that time I hadn't heard 
the story of the drunken major 
who hired a prostitute and 
then, enraged by his vodka-in- 
duced impotence, emasculated 
himself with a pistol shot. But 
the peace deal that will put an 
end to Tajikistan’s five-year civ- 
il war is still unsigned, which 
means Dushanbe is still subject 
to a self-imposed curfew. The 
evenings can be long. One 
njghl, attracted by the sound 
of Russian drinking songs from 
down the hall I went to inves- 
tigate. 

Inside, the singing turned 
out to be from an old tape 
recorder running at maximum 
volume. Adjusting my eyes to 
the almost total absence of 
light, I negotiated mv wav 


lier there had been a parallel. - 
honour of tiie Fallen of the Si 
ond World War. They still ta 
sueh things seriously in the if 
mer Soviet U niun. Many of f 
bystanders were in tears usf 
veterans shuffled by, stoopeep- 
neath the weight of medal in 
shrunken chests. And so I fc 
the only possible answer tiis 
question: that I was Engl brand 
that since he was a Russp I 
knew I was among friend] 

The soldier was norm- . 
pressed. “You’re a foreijer/ ' 
he said, spitting on the tied “Ail 5_-l 
foreigners are filth. All jus is 
your fault." I 

Whals my fault?" I 

He waved angrily arnud the " . 
room, but he meant ever thing 
- the dinginess or the or. the; 
dreariness of his life In the, 
army, perhaps even the jbllapse? . 
of the Soviet. Union fself. l$.J’ 
crossed my mind thatnc, too* 
was a foreigner in lajiklian. buf 
it was hardly the manent tl 
point that out. He could ml 
have been more than 24. Ari 
then his friends came jo join i* 
collapsing heavily inti the sea .. 
and blocking all chance of (i 
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I laugh j 
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around three young men who 
were swaying dangerously in the 


were swaying dangerously in the 
middle of the floor and asked 
the barman for a beer. He 
shook his head: “Mer beer. 
Only vodka". 

He slapped a dirty tumbler on 
the bar top and sloshed vodka 
into it from a bottle marked 
Cossack. There were no pub 
measures here. I took a sip - it 
was lukewarm and smelled not 
unlike cleaning fluid - and re- 
treated to a dark comer table 
that was sticky with din. 

The three dancing men fol- 
lowed my movements closely: 
the only two other customers in 
the bar got up from their table 
by the door and left. The in- 
comprehensible drinking song 
blared on. jangly and abrasive. 
Then one of the dancers sat 
down opposite and stared at me 
for a king time. He didn’t speak. 
From lime to time he swigged 
from a botile of Cossack, throw- 
ing it hack like it wus nothing 
at all. I offered him u cigarette: 
he took it with a cruel smile, 
crushed it, and sprinkled it on 
the floor. I smiled on, struggling 
as nonchalantly os possible. 
This puzzled him: he hadn’t 


‘All foreigner 
are filth,’ sail 
the soldier. 
‘And all this j 
your fault.’] 


spotted me measuring the dis- 
tance to the exit. “Why," he said 


at last, “are you so relaxed?" 

It happened to be Remem- 
brance Day in Dushanbe: ear- 


eape. “We were allies 5lS’^ ars 
ago," 1 said carefully. /Your 
country and my counjy de- 
feated Hitler together.] 

He swore and hrot|ht his 
face to within an inch i mine. 
"You have no idea hoyjwc suf- 
fered." he hissed. “No idea at 
all." J 

"That’s not true, - / 1 coun- 
tered. “Everyone in ni' country 
knows whai happenii at Stal- 
ingrad. Russian resistance there 
turned the tide of ihiTvar. It was 
heroic. My country l no, wait, 
the entire woilti is inflebud. H>r 
ever." I 

At this the othoHtworounm 
with upprmal. Tholirst soldier 
looked put out. ms tiering ihnl 
he still reckoned al foreigner* 
were filth. Then liuiuJetskHul: 
he w:ls front Volgograd, Ihe tor- 
mer Stalingrad/ Ifd said exact- 
ly the right thini. His friends 
slapped my shoulperaud forced 
one lilt hy vodka after amwjhcr 
on me, finally insisting lint 1 jo* 0 
them in u mad spinning dunce 
among the tables and chairs. 
The barmuri looked on, bored 
and oblivious: and fur the find 
lime in my life. 1 thanked God 
for O-level history. 
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Mars landing sparks patriotic 
new interest in space journeys, 
both real and slightly fictional 


America reaches for 
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Mary Dejevsky 

Washington 

This time last year Americans 
were basking in the reflected 
glory of Independence Day , a cin- 
ematic War of the Worlds for the 
Nineties, in which the US led 
Planet Earth to victory over 
diabolical space invaders to the 
strains of the national anthem. 
Tonight, as celebratory fire- 
works light the sky “from sea to 
shining sea", that triumpbalist 
version of Independence Day 
will seem almost' real. 

After nearly a decade of in- 
trospection following the ex- 
plosion of the shuttle 
Challenger, America is redis- 
covering space as a field of pa- 
triotic endeavour, and a leaner, 
wiser Nasa is on its way to re- 
habililation. One sign of the new 
confidence has been the billing 
of today’s planned landing on 
Mars by the Pathfinder space- 
ship. All being well its para- 
chute-slowed landing wfil be 

shewn live on televisicfflL, with the 

peeling open of its sides and the 


God ft 
history 
Russian 
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Alien nation: A display in 
RosweH, the US UFO capital 

if emergence of a small robot de- 
signed to plot the terrain. 

After a seven-month journey- 
Pathfinder should make its ar- 
rival in time for brunch m New 
York and breakfast in Los An- 
geles. the first Earth visitor to 
Mars since the Viking missions 
a of the Seventies. As one news- 
tS paper put it, luxuriating in the 
p. anticipated spectacle. Mars will 
be “invaded by Earth . 

If the pictures transmitted 
from the Red Planet are fuzzy 
or intermittent, televisknrpro- 


ducers can intersperse them 
with sharp images broadcast 
live, by a new technique, from 
the space shuttle Columbia, 
which defied a thunderstorm to 
launch earlier this week and is. 
now in orbit- News bulletins 
show astronauts floating around 
their capsule in images that 
could come from a Cold War 
propaganda film. The contrast - 
between this and the daily more 
pessimistic bulletins on the crip- 
pled Mir Russian space-station 
could not be greater. a 

Bade at home, life is imitat- 
ing space come to Earth in the 
New Mexico town of Roswell, 
whose population trebled this 

week for a UFO fest to mark the 

50th anniversary of an event 
(real or mythical) that put it on 
the map. lb believers, who in- 
clude former Pentagon official 

Philip Carso, whose recent book 
was judged damaging enough 
for the Air Force to issue a 230- 
page rebuttal it is not only 
earthlings who are attracted by 
Roswell's charms. Cd Coiso and 
the others know a team of little 
grey men took to their flying 
saxwer back in 1947 but cradled 
a few miles outside the town 
some time around Indepen- 
dence Day. 

Col Corso, whose deadpan 
style and rank lend authority to 
hJs story, says the military not 

only spirited the wreckage away 


and bed to the public but also 
exploited the aliens’ technolo- 
gy. Lasers, cyber-optics and the 
Stealth bomber are among the 
results, he says. Always, though, 
it has been the fate of the 
“aliens” as much as the innov- 
ative spaceship or the alleged of- 
ficial cover-up that has worried 
Americans. Whether or not the 
creatures existed, there is a 
general feeling that America did 
badly by them. 

This Independence Day, the 

spirit of believers at Roswell and 
televiewing followers of 
Pathfinder will be a charitable. 
“We come in peace". Ameri- 
cans, however, still do not trust 
the government to deliver that 
message. While an anniversary 
survey showed 35 per cent of 
those asked accepted that adieus 
landed at Roswell i a bare 25 per 
cent said they believed last, 
week’s denialhy the Air Farce. 


6.30pm tonight: 

Mars Pathfinder lander, 
encased in airbags, 
crashiands at rts landing 
spot, the rocky plain of 
Arc-. Vnliis It was 
chosen by 2 team of 66 
scientists an many 
rocks will be io range of 
tfie'fcfcjrc 


„ +n t he Red Planet 

the stars: How Pathfinder goes in peace to 

The Mars Rover will transmit P ictu ^ v-fnVriveMt ^ 
be controlled by Hasa scientists, who v,i II i ' ^ 

while it performs various sot! am t, took anal m 
'Rover Sojourner’ weighs 1 1 .5kg c.nd ha ^ 9 

riparanofi of iust 13cm. 




Blind find little 
to laugh at in 
myopic Magoo 
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SOAK... A SlHglLEP 
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and General Halftrack 
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David Usbome production of the film. It is also 

NSW Yo rk Asking its 50,000 membersto 

3 the last lo consider forgoing Disneyprt#^ 

Oimxinistsmaybeth^rt uds until the company 

qci the message and they wu Disney people toe 

not much like it. In Nineu« ^ ^ Magoo back from 

America, funny is not funny obscurity m the 

when it is politically hope that Americans wiU think 

None in the industry it ^fonny to watch an ffl-wm- 

-•><* including lh«- Disney ^ incompetent blind 

„„r«hnck man stumble into things and 
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stress 

» -anitafpunishmSl labels ®J^ news that a charao- 

^" p '!dS, ,n -death penal? mtio nally syndicated 


,hl iVs' and hadthe child plead- g aledtemus 

to^-plvise no more killing > • v nfftcer named General 

'•Solirimaitv.'as reply-ins: 'Oh. 

slop getting die <tep"? e £ topet^ 

" ns ; e h>ns-n;iired cartoon 'f^^tolhestotylin.e.whKh 
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Picture latanH^ Hubble Space Telescope 
^ows wtiitexkJucJs ol a huge sterm 
iceiew' just 9600 km south of ibe 
landing site {white circle, above) 
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ir finance department 
deals with all the 
lerwork. Unfortunately 
die finance department 

is also me” 

solution 


The IBM No More 

Paperwork Programme. 
Nobody xtsupa business because they like 
domgpapenvork- Bulks often the reality of 
being the boss; long hours spent shuffling 
forms, not chasing dreams. 

Software like SunSystems , Chorus and 
CONCORDE XAE automate almost every 
kind of boring administrative task, from 
cashflow and (yawn) stock control to the 
complete handling of departmental accounts. 
Your finance department will also be 
pleased to hear that tee can help fund your 
investment. (In 1996 IBM provided small 
and medium sized businesses with almost 
$3.9 billion in IT financing.) 

To find out which solution can help you 

reduce your paperwork phone . indretr Fry 

on 0990 55 77 U (quoting INCI) and weV 
^ you in touch with an IBM Business 

Solutions for n small planet 



Columbus IT ftjrtnar (UK3 Db 
CSILW 

Computer Softw&B Ud 
DataSnkChoms Limited 


. LSI Computer Systems Vc 

tVMSyaem* rt Sdufcm mwesacod 

tBSC^-Se^d Quonm Systems ltd 


Rycon Busmess Soknions LM 
Sapphire Systemalics Ud 
Systems Union Limited 


Temple Computer Systems Ud 
Triangle Computer Senses Lid 
X-Way Systems ud 
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James Stewart 
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In view of hew secure a fixture 
he was destined to become in 
the American cinema,' it is now 
perhaps difficult to understand 
what an awkward proposition 
James Stewart represented to 
casting directors at the begin- 
ning; of his career in the t<raw 


ning of his career in the 19§Gs. 
He was tall, gangling and lack- 
adaisical, possessed of a slow 
and almost caricaturally drawl- 
ing delivery that sounded as 
though, before finally emerging, 
his voice had to make a com- 
plete tour of the inside of his 
mouth; there was even a suspi- 
cion of a wisp or two of straw 
in his chronically unkempt hair. 

If such types were common 
enough as supporting per- 
formers in westerns and rural 
melodramas, they had general- 
ly been denied access to true 
stardom. Stewart nevertheless 
became and re main ^ a star, 
achieving prominence in a wide 
variety of genres. Moreover, in 
a career spanning over four 
decades, he appeared to age as 
naturally and reassuringly as a 
member of one’s own family. 

Although his original couutry- 
boy bashfulness and tendency to 
say “Shucks a lot - Stewart 
was born in the small town of 
Indiana, Pennsylvania, the son 
of a hardware store owner - 
were soon smoothed out in the 
sophisticated comedies and 
thrillers in which he was later 
to make a reputation, they nev- 
er entirely disappeared. When, 
in consequence, he was allowed 
to reveal hitherto unsuspected 
depths of character, and his can- 
did blue eyes were invested 
with an unaccustomed steeliness 
(notably, under such directors 
as Alfred Hitchcock and An- 
thony Mann}, the contrast be- 
tween the psychological 
. intensity of which he proved ca- 
pable and the casual behav- 
ioural charm which came so 
naturally to him seemed all the 
more disturbing. 

Stewart won Ins sole Oscar as 
a cynical newspaper reporter at 
Gist contemptuous of, then be- 
witched by. the antics of the pa- 
trician set in George Cukor’s 
The Philadelphia Story (1940). 
Yet his most memorable work 
resulted from close collabora- 
tions with a trio of very differ- 
ent film-makers: Frank Capra. 
Mann and Hitchcock. 

As a director. Capra could 
fairly be described as Stewart's 
equivalent behind the camera: 
be was folksy, shrewd and ba- 
sically conservative. In the first 
of their three films together, a 
1938 adaptation of the Kaufman 
and Hart farce You Can’t Take 
It With "ibu , Stewart played a mi- 
nor but pivotal role as the scion 
of a wealthy, stuitifyingly 
pompous family who is about to 
marry into a household of ec- 


centrics. It was not until Mr \ 
Smith Goes To Washington ( 
0*39}, however, that their i 
ideally u.aldied talents properly I 
cohered. , 

As a country-lawyer Can- i 
dide confronted with the rapa- : 
cious chicanery of politicians on ’ 
the make, as an individual com- I 
ing to the rescue of the system | 
rather than vice versa (invariably 
the case with Capra’s ultimate- 
ly reactionary brand of senti- 
mental populism), he embodied 
to perfection the “common- . 
man” ideology of one of the 
American cinema's great naive 
communicators. (Ironically, at 
the height of the Watergate 
ddb&cle, Stewart, now an age- 
ing, superpatriotic movie star, 
once more went to Washington 
to offer the embattled President 
Nixon his disheartening and 
somewhat ill-timed support.) 
And in It's a Wbnderful Life 
(1946), Capra's masterpiece, 
he was emblematically cast as 
a small-town businessman dis- 
covering, on the brink of suidde, 
just how essential he - and, by 
implication, his type - had al- 
ways been to the defence and 
preservation of the American 
Way of Life. 

With Anthony Mann, Stew- 
art's participation was instru- 
mental in a cycle of surprisingly 
complex and resonant west- 
erns, from Winchester 73 in 
1950 to The Man From Laramie 
in 1955. In these he played an 
obsessive, almost Chandlerian 
loner, except that it was not 
mean, dark city streets that he 
stalked but some of the most 
spectacular, and spectacularly 
filme d, landscapes of the Amer- 
ican hinterland. The partnership 
proved less successful - al- 
though. in strictly commercial 
terms, even more popular - 
when it strayed from Holly- 
wood's most elemental genre 
into the musical biography (The 
Glenn Miller Story, 1954) and the 
militaristic melodrama (. Strate- 
gic Air Command, 1955). Stew- 
art himself, it is worth noting, 
had led more than a thousand 
plane strikes over Germany in 
the Second World War, winning 
both the Air Medal and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

But it was Hitchcock who 
most keenly explored the pos- 
sibility of a troubled psyche luik- 
1 ing just beaeath Stewart's 
5 easy-going surface, and the four 
: films which they made togeth- 

- er figure among the best ofboth 
t artists. In the first. Pope (1948), 
i based on Patrick Hamilton's 
i stage drama about a pair of mo- 
? tiveless young “thrill” murder- 

- ere, the subtlety and intelligence 
i of Stewart's performance were 
i heightened by the director's 
3 virtuoso “ Kl-rainule take” tech- 

- nique, which virtually dispensed 


with editing. Rear Window 
(1954) found Stewart, as a 


broken leg to a wheelchair ("an 
American in plaster-of-Pans”, 
as someone once wisecracked), 
acting out the spectator's own 
voyeuristic fantasies through 
bis fascination with the multi- 
plicity of “screens" offered 
him by the courtyard windows 
that are all he can see from his 
apartment, 

The Man Who Knew Too 
Much (1956) was a more con- 
ventional rfiasft thrill er, in which 
it might be said that Stewart 
played a Capra character ma- 
rooned in a Hitchcock movie, 
ffertfgo (1958), on the other 
hand, remains one of the 
finest, most nigh tin arishly mag- 
ical of all American films, and 
Stewart gave an unforgettable 
performance as a mentally 
unbalanced ex-policeman lured, 
not once but twice, to his 
doom by a frosty and near- 
somnambulistic Kim Novak. 

In the Sixties he made three 
variously memorable John Ford 
westerns, Two Rode Together 
(1961), The Man Who Shot Lib; 
erty Valance (1962) and Chey- 
enne Autumn (1964). But, with 
one stand-out exception, his late 
appearances represented not 
much more than a postscript to 
an exceptionally distinguished 
filmography, that exception, 
though -his portrait of a crafty, 
laconic, deceptively bumbling 
small-town lawyer in Otto Pre- 
minger’s Anatomy of a Murder 
(1959) - offered not merely a 
distillation of the screen persona 
he had built up over the years 
hut a nostalgic reprise of the 
unassuming but unshakeable 
moral values of the original Mr 
Smith in Washington. 

Gilbert Adair 

From the pulsating jazz of Duke 
Ellington and the jazzy credit ti- 
tles designed by Saul Bass, 
Anatomy of a Murder pro- 
claimed its modernity, mites 
Adrian Ihrner. No ordinary 
courtroom drama this, for it 
delves into a case of rape and 
murder and offers a pair of fresh- 
ly laundered, though tom, ladies’ 
panties as visible evidence. 

In 1959, this was hot stuff, as 
was medical testimony about 
spermatogenesis, contraception 
and sexual climax. In view of 
this, the judge warns everyone 
in the courtroom (and the cin- 
ema, too) that any snickering 
, wQl not be tolerated. After all, 
i a man's life Is at stake. 

In the thick of things is James 
- Stewart at. bis most. Jimmy 
Stoowartish. As the small-town 
: defence lawyer Paul Biegler - 
; Polly to his friends - Stewart 
roots the Elm in. integrity and 
1 when he gingerly handles the 




James Stewart at his most Jimmy Stoowartish, right in Otto Preminger's Anatomy of a Murder, 1947 


panties and talks of sperm no 
one snickers. Perhaps not even 
Gregory Peck could have car- 
ried that off as well. However, 
Stewart did receive letters from 
fans saying he should not have 
accepted such a grubby role. 

The part might have been 
specifically written for him. But 
it wasn't. The novel by Robert 
Traver - the nom de plume of 
John Voelker, a retired judge - 
was an immediate best-seller, 
the Presumed Innocent of its day. 
Always on the lookout for risqui 
material, the producer-director 
Otto Preminger snapped op 
the screen rights, filmed it en- 
tirely on location and had the 
edited film ready only three 
weeks after shooting ended. 

Preminger was a big-game 
hunter who stalked the Major 
Themes of Our Time (justice in 
Anatomy of a Murder, democ- 
racy in Advise and Consent, 
drug addiction in The Man with 
the Golden Arm . Israeli na- 
tionalism in Exodus, the Cath- 
olic Church in The Cardinal ) 
and turned them all into grip- 


ping melodramas, notable for 
their visual flourishes' and their 
performances as much as their 
thematic “daring”. 

Stewart's character is sinele, 
wedded only to the law and to 
fishing. There is no proof of 
emotional repression, though 
Stewart hints at a past that re- 
mains forever a locked room - 
why. for example, did he resign 
as a District Attorney? He has 
a secretary (Eve Arden) who 
ribs him about her pay-checks 
(he spends all the legal fees on 
fishing tackle) and a .soused 
sidekick. Bat, as with many of 
his roles, he is a loner. 

He also brings with him the 
idealism of Mr Smith Goes To 
Washington , the small-town in- 
nocence of It’s a Wonderful 
Life, the daydreamer of Harvey, 
the gullibility of The Philadel- 
phia Story , the vulnerability of 
Rear Window. 

Stewart brought a simple 
quality to his pictures. Audi- 
ences trusted him, they liked his 
lanky, drawling character and 
his awkwardness with women. 


InAnatomy of a Murder he finds 
himself both repelled by and 
attracted to Lee Remkk, the flir- 
tatious and apparent rape victim 
whose jealous soldier husband, 
Ben Gazzara. goes out and 
'shoots the rapist, the manager 
of the local bar. Remick wears 
tight sweaters, slacks and no gir- 
dle. She is the very image of the 
post-Kinsey American woman - 
not a fantasy figure like Monroe, 
but palpably real Stewart has 
first to get rape on the agenda 
for the trial and then avoid the 
inevitable accusaton that Rem- 
ick was asking for it anyway (the 
movie surely provided the in- 
spiration for the Jodie . Foster 
picture The Accused). 

If Remick represents the new 
open sexuality of America, 
George C Soott (in his first ma- 
jor role) represents another 
land of “progress^ . Seo t t is the 
big-dtyTfetrartAttoiDeysent to 
demohsh tbe country hick Stew- 
art Thar verbal sparring- Scotfs 
slick, reptilian eloquence versus 
Stewart’s dogged, nokey tenac- 
ity - provides one of the film’s 


greatest pleasures as well as sup- 
porting its underlying theme: 

Beneath the film ’s plot - its 
duplicities and patented “shock” 
witness whose revelation makes 
Scott nearly faint with wound- 
ed pride - is a parable about the 
wider morality of America. The 
actor clearly enjoying himself as 
the witty judge is Joseph P. 
Welch, a celebrated Boston 
lawyer who was an outspoken 
opponent of the McCarthy 
witch hunts. Preminger called 
him “the American conscience” 
and offered him the part after 
Spencer Thacy and Bud Ives 
turned it down. Welch's pres- 
ence. albeit a rather subtle one, 
conveys the idea that the movie 
is about tearing down the veils 
of secrecy, persecution and 
prurience at the end of the post- 
war, Eisenhower era. And it was 
Preminger, of course, who 
broke the blacklist with his next 
picture by puttmg the writer 
Dalton Trumbo’s name on the 
credits of Exodus. 

Stewart’s presence in this 
context is crucial. He has stood 
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up for old-fashioned virtues, 
even as be swims in a virtual 
cesspool. His level-headed rea- 
soning, his appeal to common 
h umani ty, his love of fishing, all 
correspond to the cosy, com- 
forting image that we have of 
him. No wonder he wins the 
case, even if his defence of tem- 
porary insanity, or irresistible ^ 
impulse, is tentative at best 
and that Gazzara is as sane as 
the next man. But afterwards, 
as he goes to collect his fee, be 
finds that Gazzara and Remick 
have flown - another case of ir- 
resistible impulse. AO dial is left 
is a garbage can with a broken 
shoe hanging on the rim. 

Stewart has gone one way 
and America Is headed in an- 
other. It was his last really 
major performance. 

lames Maitland Stewart, acton 
bom Indiana, Pennsylvania 20 
May 1908 ; married 1949 Gloria 
McLean ( died 1994; two daugh- 
ters, one stepson, and one step- 
son deceased); died Beverlv Hills, 
California 2 July 1997. 


Marjorie Linklater 


High-spirited: Linklater in a 1933 portrait by Stanley Curstter 


At the height of a furious quar- 
rel with her husband, Marjorie 
Linklater proclaimed the belief 
which animated most of her 
longlife. “Why do you keep say- 
ing, change is bad?" she de- 
manded. “All change is for the 
best - even when it’s for the 
woisl” Since their arguments 
wen: usually conducted with an 
operatic intensity of noise and 
emotions, the startled silence 
which followed this thrust 
indicated that she had won a 
skirmish if not the war. 

On the whole, she remained 
faithful to her creed throughout 
her turbulent and ultimately 
consoling marriage to the writer 
Eric Linklater and, after his 
death, fa promoting the ails and 
the environment in Orkney. In- 
deed, in this last period, when 
she helped found the Pier Arts 
Centre in Stromness (home of 
Margaret Gardner’s remarkable 
collection of 20th-century art), 
assisted at the birth of the St 
Magnus Festival and initiated 
the Johnsmas Fay, a celebration 
of Orkney art, arid the Folk Fes- 


tival, now a magnet for tradi- 
tional musicians from both sides 
of the North Sea, she helped 
stimulate enough change to sat- 
isfy even her zest for innovation. 

Bom in 1909, the youngest 
daughter of fan MacIntyre, a 
flamboyant former rugby inter- 
national and MP who became 
an Edinburgh solicitor, she was 
sparsely educated at St George’s 
School, Edinburgh, and Downe 
House in Berkshire, before go- 
ing to the Royal Academy of 
Dramatic Art (Rada) in London. 

During a short West End ca- 
reer, she was courted by Dou- 
glas Jar dine, captain of the 
England XI which won the 
Ashes during the “Bodylinc" sc- 
ries in Australia. The affair 
was doomed from the moment 
she found herself briefly ignored 
at one of his parties. Turning to 
the man nearest her, who hap- 
pened to be the legendary bats- 
man C.B. Fry, she said brightly, 
“I do hope you’re not another 
of these awful cricket bores.” 

Attractive and high-spirited, 
she returned to Edinburgh in 


1930, and, taking up the first of 
innumerable causes, campaigned 
with Michael MacOwen for the 
establishment of a Scottish Na- 
tional Theatre. There she met 
Eric Linklater, 10 years her se- 
nior, and already a famous au- 
thor. He admired her beauty, 
her taste in claret and above all 
■her love of Orkney, his spiritu- 
al home, where her family used 
to take holidays. “Blast you,” 
she wrote soon after they were 
engaged. “If you can’t be hap- 
py with me, you ought to be 
ashamed of yourself." 

In 1933, they married and 
went to live in Orkney. As well 
as bringing up a family of four 
children, she took an enthusi- 
astic part in community life, pro- 
ducing prize-winning dramas 
and playing her cello - an in- 
strument later traded in for a 
donkey on the grounds that the 
latter made a more beautiful 
noise - in the local orchestra. 
After Ihe Second World War, 
the family moved south to Ross- 
shire, where she became a coun- 
ty councillor, taking particular 


pride in getting a secondary 
school built in Plockton (home 
of the Macbeth television series), 
and securing the headmaster- 
ship for the great Gaelic poet 
Sorley MacLean. Following a 
successful battle to have public 
toilets built at popular tourist 
spots, she also took a certain 
pleasure in being known as 
“Ross-shire’s lavatory queen”. 

She and Eric bad achieved a 
surprising harmony before his 
death in 1974, a quality which 
helped prompt her return to 
Orkney. In an interview, she de- 
clared “I have decided to give 
up sex and take up committees.” 
Although this was not strictly 
true (a long-distance romance 
.with someone in the South lat- 
er led her to confess, "You 
can’t imagine bow exerting it is 
to travel to meet your lover on 
a Senior Citizens' Railcard"), 
her wit and style made her an 
extremely effective committee 
worker. As chairman of the 
Orkney Heritage Society, she 
persuaded the oil industry to 
fund a full-time archaeologist to 


supervise the islands’ phenom- 
enally rich prehistoric heritage, 
and when the nuclear industry 
proposed to mine uranium in 
Orkney, die led a long, success- 
ful “No Uranium” campaign 
against it. This was followed by 
other contests to stop Doun- 
reay’s reckless proposal to 
dump nueleaT waste at sea. 

When committees would not 
work, she took lone action and, 
aged' nearly 80, confronted a 
farmer who was taking sand 
from a particularly beautiful 
beach. Enraged, be drove his 
digger at her, calling her a bug- 
ger and a whore. “Well make 
up your mind,” she snapped 
back. “I can’t be both.” 

A fervent Scottish National- 
ist she fought vigorously for the 
party, distributing pamphlets 
well into her eighties and pro- 
viding a local headquarters for 
her friend Winnie Ewing, the 
MEP for the Highlands and Is- 
lands. Eclectically, she also 
housed the Natural Law Party's 
candidate at the last election, 
and worked with Laura Gri- 


mond for the restoration of the 
eighth-centuiy St Boniface 
chapel on Papa Westray. Her en- 
thusiasm and sense of comedy 
attracted to her house in Kirk- 
wall a steady stream of Orcadi- 
ans dropping in for a blether, as 
well as Filipino singers, Chilean 
refugees and Icelandic poets. 

Although weakened by can- 
cer and a failing heart, she vis- 
ited friends on the day she 
died. Her sudden death that 
evening, after hours of sunshine 
and laughter, could be seen as 
the final proof of her dictum - 
perhaps even this greatest and 
worst change might have been 
for the best. 

Andro linklater 

Marjorie MacIntyre, campaign- 
er. : bom Edinburgh 19 March 
7909; member, Ross & Cromar- 
ty County Council 1953-69; 
member, Scottish Arts Council 
1957-63; Chairman, Orkney Her- 
itage Society 1977-81; married 
1933 Eric Linklater (died 1974: 
two sons, two daughters); died 
KirkwaU, Orknev 29 June 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

DICK: CWaira:. of 'Waicrtand. Rcmtaofc, 
West Sussvx. I Professor Emeritus. 
London University). Died peaceful- 
ly on ? July, hist before hi* SSid birth- 
day. Low'd by all his family, who wBI 
bum him. He wished a “family only" 
funeral. No flown. Donations to 
Aitmcn y International. 

SWEET: George, painter, birder, died 
in Bristol on 2v June 1W7, aped S7. 
Father ol Stephanie, grandfather of 
Lucian. Funeral at CanTord Crema- 
torium at 12 noon on Thursday it) 
July. 

For GAZETTE, please telephone 0171- 

293 2011 or fax 0171-293 2010. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

T»r MHntBapL Pwns.itallnmr l*na Tnutw- 
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Changing of the Guard 
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Forthcoming 

marriages 

Mr A. Butler 
and Miss C L. MacLaren 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Andrew, son of Sir Robin and 
Lady Butler, of Heme Hill, London, 
and Cairiona. daughter of Mr and ■ 
Mrs Iain MacLaren, of Edinburgh. 

Mr S. C. C. Daycs 
and Miss O. M, MacShorry 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Simon, son of the late Mr Har- 
ry Dayus and of Mis Charity Daves, 
of Ashley Priors. Torquay. Devon, 
and Orliu daughter uf the late Mr 
John MacShcny and of Mrs Nuala 
MacS hurry, or County Tyrone, 
Northern Ireland. 

Birthdays 

Prin« Michael or Kent. 55: KingTm- 
fa'ahau Tupou IV of Tonga, 79; The 
Duke of Ahereom, Lmd-Uinilenanl 
or County Tyrone. 63; Lord Barber, 
former Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
77; Mr Alec Bedscr, cricketer, 79; Mr 
Eric Bcdser. cricketer, 79; Dr Roger 
Berry MP, 49: Mr Alastair Good lad 
MK 54; Mr Roy Henderson, baritone, 
9& Miss Gina LaUohrigida, actress, 
71V, The Hon Francis Maude MP.44; 
Miss Pam Shrivcr, tennis player. 35; 
Mr Neil Simon, playwright, 70; Pro- 
fessor Sir Michael' Sluker, former 
President. Clare Hall. Cambridge, 79; 


Mr Colin Welland, actor and play- 
wright, 63; Lord Wyatt of Wee ford, 
former chairman. Horserace Total - 
isaior Board. 79. 

Anniversaries 
Births; Louis Bun Mayer, Hoflywrad 
“movie mogul". 1885; Daniel Lotos 
Armstrong, jazz trumpeter and 
singer, 1900. Deaths: Samuel 
Richardson, novelist and author of 
Fbmda, Marie Curie (MarjaSk- 

lodowska), chemist, 1934. On this 
day; the American Declaration of In- 
dependence was adopted. 1776; Karl 
Heinrich Man and Friedrich Engels 
published the Communist Mani- 
festo. 1848. Today is Independence 
Day in the United States of Ameri- 
ca and the Feast Day of St Andrew 
ofGreie, St Bertha ofBlMgy, St EEz- 
abeth of Portu^l, St Odo of Can- 
tcibuiy, St UHc of Augsburg aod^ The 
Martyn of Dorchester. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 9Xt6pm. 

United Symgopes: 01*1-343 
mantfSjKttppux 01*1-202 2263. 
Union of Lflwol and Progressive Syn- 
agogue* 0171-5*0 1663. Reform Sytta- 
gDgnes nf Great Britain: OlSt-319 4731. 
Spanish and Portngotse Jem Cosgra- 
earioa: 0171-2*9 2*73. New Louden 
Synagogue fMawrtih 0171-328 1026. 


Part-time student was eligible to claim income support 


Chief Adjudication Officer for So- 
cial Security v Webber; Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Evans, Lord 
Justice Peter Gibson and Lord 
Justice Hobhouse) 1 July 1997 

A person pursuing a part-time 
modular university course 
was not a student for the pur- 
poses of the Income Support 

(General) Regulations 1987, 
and was thus eligible to claim 
income support 

The Court of Appeal upheld 
the decision of die Social Se- 
curity Commissioner that the 
claimant was entitled to income 
support 

In September 1992 the 
claimant began q “modular 
course” at Oxford Brookes 
University, aiming to achieve a 
Bsc Hans degree- The claimant 
had begun his studies as a full- 
time student, but after the first 
year, because he had failed to 
pass sufficient modules, the 
university told him that he 
could only start as a part-time 
student in his second year. 

He applied for income sup- 


port in October 1993. His ap- 
plication was refused by the Ad- 
judication Officer, but his 
appeal to the Appeal Tribunal 
was allowed. The Adjudica- 
tion Officer appealed to the 
Commissioner, who upheld the 
Appeal Tribunal’s decision. 

Rabinder Singh {Solicitor, Department 
of Social Security) for the Chief Ad- 
judication Officer; Richard Drabble 
QC t Peter l urriB, Oxfordshire Welfare 
Right*) for die claimant. 

Lord Justice Hobhouse said 
that the question of law raised 
on the appeal could be short- 
ly stated: whether the claimant 
was at the material time a stu- 
dent as defined by the Income 
Support (General) Regulations 
1987. 

Under section 124 of the So- 
cial Security Contributions and 
Benefits Act 1992 it was a re- 
quirement of entitlement to in- 
come support that the relevant 


LAW REPORT 

♦ 

4 July 1997 

person be “available for and ac- 
tively seeking, employment". 
Under regulation 10(1) of the 
regulations “a claimant shall not 
be treated as available for em- 
ployment if . . . he is a student 
during the period of Study , . 

In regulation 61 “period of 
study” was defined as meaning: 
“the period beginning with the 
start of the course of study and 
ending with the last day of the 
course or such earlier date as 
the student abandons it or is dis- 
missed from it . . Student was 
defined os “a person . . . who is 
attending a full-time course of 
study . . . and for the purposes 
of this definition (a.) a person . 

. . shall be treated as attending 
it throughout any period of 
term or vacation within it . . .” 

The general scheme of the 
regulations was to identify the 
status of “student”. That status 
depended upon the categori- 
sation of the course on which 


the sludenL was enrolled. The 
course was required to be a 
“full -time” course of study. 

It bad been argued for the 
claimant that where a course 
had a variable character, it was 
necessary to determine the 
character of the course, whether 
it was full-time or part-time, at 
each relevant stage. It bad been 
submitted for the Adjudica- 
tion Officer that the definition 
required that the course be 
categorised at its outset when 
the student enrolled for it and 
that once the status of student 
had been acquired, it was 
deemed to continue. 

A course which, did not re- 
quire full-time attendance could 
not be described as a full-time 
course. If the relevant course 
was not a full-time course then 
the relevant person never was 
a student coming within the 
definition in the Regulations. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson 


said that the present esse could 
not be distinguished from Chief 
Adjudication Officer v Clarke 
and Paul 11995] ELR 259, in 
which it was held that an 
intercalated period when the 
student was not attending a full- 
time course of study could not 
fairly be described as a period 
of either term or vacation with- 
in the course in accordance with 
the definition of “student" in 
the Regulation 61 (a). 

Lord Justice Evans agreed 
with Lord Justice Peter Gibson, 
and said that the claimant was 
also entitled to succeed without 
relying on the words “through- 
out any period of terra or va- 
cation within it”. It was one 
thing to treat a person as a full- 
time student at times when, al- 
though such a student, he was 
not in fact attending the course, 
but quite aaother thing to rely 
upon the deeming provision in 
Regulation 61(a) to create a sta- 
tus as student which did not 
exist in fact. 

Kale O’Hanion, Barrister 
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Small men, but their poison was 

It was not ideal that JJL, to this, politicians is natural and ht 
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I t remains a little bewildering, even 
now: the “cash for questions” 
episode has been long drawn-out 

•j l*— xi.. J- _ • r- 



uiu uvvu i uug ui ununjui 

and horribly damaging for the Con- 
servative Party. But the pettiness of the 
MPs' greed, and the sheer smallness of 
their grubby dissimulation is the strik- 
ing thing. This was not a great case of 
evil men or grand corruption: it was 
more the sort of thing we are used to 
hearing about from Piddlemarsh Bor- 
ough Council. In a great democratic 
A insti tutio n which, within living memory, 
controlled a huge swath of the globe, 
Members of the once-dominant party 
have been found guilty of behaving like 
dim and sleazy councillors caught in 
cahoots with a bent solicitor and a 
sheepskin-coated developer. For all the 
fine suits and self-aggrandising rhetoric 
of Neil Hamilton, Ian Greer and the 
rest, they have brought the culture of 
greasy tenners, cheap cheroots and car 
park huddles to Westminster. Small 
lies; small kick-backs; small people. 

None of it would have come out 
without the angry anti-Conservative 
campaign of Mohamed Al Fayed and 
some very fine journalistic digging, 
notably by The Guardian, whose 
courage and professionalism in all this 
we salute. In the dim corners of the 
Palace of Westminster and its penum- 
bra of up-market restaurants, deals 
between lobbyists, short-of-cash MPs 
and nervous companies would have 
continued to be struck. And in the 


House, the paid wire-pulling, mas- 
querading as innocent, public spirited 
questioning, would have carried on. 

Was it in the end so awful? ' Vfes it bad 
enough to stain the collective reputa- 
tion of Conservative MPs and subject 
their party, which has done so much to 
make modem Britain, to the angry 
derision of the public? After all, as so 
many of Mr Hamilton's apologists 
have been so ready to murmur, the 
level of corruption in France - Belgium 
- Italy is so much worse. Isn’t it really 
the case that a self-important, arrogant 
and priggish media has got above itself 
and hounded fallible, silly but basically 
harmless men out of public life? This 
is the counter-accusation being thrown 
around, most notably in an increasingly 
bizarre series of attacks on the editor 
of The Guardian by a columnist and 
confidant of the Prune Minister called 
Paul Johnson. 

The answer is thata culture that con- 
dones small lies moves swiftly to big 
lies, and that a political party whose 
members pocket modest bribes will 
start taking big ones. The apple’s small 
spot of corruption will rot the whole 
barrel. More interesting is the reflec- 
tion that, had it not been for the aca- 
dent of the Fayed campaign and the 
• press, neither the Conservative Party 
i nor Parliament would have noticed the 
i problem. John Major’s early readiness 
. to side with Mr Hamilton, and his hap- 
I piness to see the Downey report’s 





publication delayed, was not only par- 
tisan instinct. It was a modest but telling 
example of the clubby atmosphere of 
Westminster politics in action. There 
are Labour MPs whose outrage at 
media questioning of their conduct has 
been just as intense. Party pohtics 
aside, when it comes to criticisms ot 
their ethics. Honourable Members 
have tended to hang together. 

Yet what happened when the get- 
rich-ouick atmosphere of the Eighties 
reached Westminster was that the old 
order of assumed probity and unspoken 
codes of behaviour simply crumpiea. 
Confident, assertive men in a hurry. 


who happened to be Tory MPs rather 
than merchant bankers, felt they had a 
right to a share of the action. Tbe inter- 
penetration of business and politics, in 
a culture of deregulation, lucrative gov- 
ernment contracts, privatisations and 
utter one-party dominance, created a 

of the time, the Labour Party, was so 
bound up in its own gruesome ago™^ 
that the necessary scrutiny was lacking- 
The old public service culture of White- 
hall and Westminster proved utterly 
unable to defend itself against the likes 
of Neil Hamilton. 


It was not j de ^ n ^i° 0 ^tothS F 
became the tie facto ?FP?L raa |jve and c 

^ebestjouraalismisinforma^^ y 

sceptical about P°J* v^- years of * 
democracy, opposed * ^^, atc her s 

increasing opposition to { 

and Major gov-empemsha^ ^ , 

journalists unable ^ politi- 
between independena troi Kern, 
dans and knee-jerk bo f^ veaI5i the 
Nevertheless, for a vital f 5 ' . Q f 

most damaging and «**»* P t tf,e S old 
a governing party that md 

ratebook came repo™ 1 .y 

columnists. Without them,therev««» 

have been no Nolan iep^«D^ 
report, no rethinking of the t. , 
rules, and no unmasking of 
Thegreasy tenner cnlture wouldhave 
ireadforther into ** 

scandals would have been worse- 
We hope that that period has now 
been broSght to an end ^ Go^. 
Downey and his employers, th 
themselves. If the pohpc.ans ha^e 
finallv determined to .take a 
their awn standards and 
are all winners. If the new Labour 
eminent has learnt, never to 
, bitter lesson that hundreds of decent; 
i honourable MPs can be tainted in the 

; public mind by a handful of slM^a^ 

protected fools then it need never sut 

l fer foe Tories’ recent agomes. 

f In a democracy we need to respect 
s the motives and basic sense of public 
service of people elected to run the 


country. Healthy scepticism about 
politicians Is natural and healthy. But 
cynicism about politics as a trade is a 
ldnd of poison. That cynicism has been 
spread in the past few years bv a few 
silly, greedy men. Sir Gordons lan- 
guage^ was tough but necessity. They 
have let down not only their party, but 
the political system they were once so 
proud to represent. 


Don’t mention the 
quarter-finals 

W ell, it was fun while it lasted. Tim 
Henman l there’s only one. so 
thev say) gave us the best nationalistic 
burn of the tournament Inst Sunday by 
feeding off crowd partisanship to win 
through to the quarter-finals, there to 
be stuffed comprehensively by a cool, 
controlled German. Greg Rusedski 
(are the crowds quite sure he counts - j 
tried hard, but couldn’t make it citner. 
Which just eoes to prove you can t have 
everythina. and that justice only comes 
in small parcels. Hamilton goes down, 
the Aussics cel wiped in a day. so we 
can't have a Brit in the semi-finals. It > 
a bit like the Budget reallv. you gvi 
decency with one hand, and a htrau-r 
mortgage with the other. homethinL 
quintessential^ British about that, 
don't von think? 


letters to the editor ■ 


Budget takes 
tentative 
green steps 

Sir The Government’s moves on 
% domestic energy are disappointing 
in what was hyped to be a “green 
first Budget (“A disappointingly . 
pale shade of green”, 3 July). 

If the Government is senous 
about its commitment to carbon 
dioxide reductions -by per cent 
below 1990 levels by 2010 
announced to sucb acclaim in New 
York last week, the necessary fiscal 
policies are needed now. 

Instead by reducing domestic 
energy costs the Chancellor is _ 
encouraging energy oomunptioii 
- not energy efficiency - adding to 
our carbon dioxide emission . 

burden and making job creation m 

the labour-intensive energy- 
efficiency sector more difficult 

Labour has previously railed for 

in line with the VAT on domestic 
energy. Yesterday was the a 
opportunity to demonstrate their 
commitment and yet the 
Chancellor opted not to take it 

Action, not a wider review, is 

fc SnffioridSssionssmdme^ 

SSSSSXSSi 

-SSSSSSSSS 

robin pellew 
Director 
liW 
(iodabning, Sumy 

Sir: Your leader (3 July) on the I 

Budget asserts that bein^ gr®? 

Md political al the same tune is a 
smart trick that no one has quite 
wnMlledoff”. But does not the 

nmnosed £900m for new and — — — 

ffltWshcd council houses and the 

£1 ,3bn on school building rep disabilities and employers on a 

offer just such a chance- case-by-ca« baas, it is posable to 

AnlorvLovins, guiding light ol ^ appropriate emptoyment^ 

the Rocky Mountain l placement - over 3,000 in the last 

shoim hi lnsly “green” bunding? to u* way™ tare 

call cost less than normal been able to overcome the 

con-ii ructions. At least one is m reluctance of many employers to 

Britain Not only are fueland employ people with disabilities ai 

rannins cosls drjmauraUy^t but end their exetao, 

i. u.TiMinps also provioe a enHfitv. 



Lib Dem women 
hold power 

Sin I comment on Louise Jury s 
report on the Fawcett Society s 
challenge to political paw* w 
“match Labour women stnumph 

t3 TTicRwceti Society has over- 
simplified the issue of women * 

representation. They hirgut that 
all-women shortlists were ruled 
illegal- Mary-Ann Stephenson from 
the Fawcett Society is quoted as. 
saving“it wasn't the fact that 
Labour did really well that got the 
women in". Tosh! If they hadn t 
done so well they wouldn t have so 
many women MPs. 

Fawcett have overlooked the 
very different cultures within each 
of the three main parties. 
Conservative women have to bailie 
with ingrained sexism and 

pI What Liberal Democrats must 
do is not a simple question of 
boosting raw numbers, as impiicu 
by Fawcett. There are several 
issues, for example persuading 
more of our top women it s worth 
bothering with Westminster. Tha 
when they get there, they will be 
able to achieve some good. In uu. 
past our good women have aimed 
where our real power lay - local 

SO Weunfortunatclv' lost three 
excellent women MPs at the last 
election; one. Emma Nicholson, 
stood down to pursues career m 
Europe, another. Liz Lynne, lost to 
a Labour woman and the third. 

MnH.irvlr nchieveUan 


constructions. At least one am £f uctanC e of many employers to 

Britain Not only are fuel , aad employ people with disabilities and 

rannU^^"^^ SSsS»“ dtheirCT:fas,0n 

such buildings als ?£L„ from society. 

i n rssE 

X d riSaw^S^ nment 

Md educate architects Q f this initiative it becomes an 

as#®®. 

^technologies needed forthe Ouef£xecm* ^ 

-sssffi-ssae 

not Jo it £»«•*> dnr security firms 


SSSS5SS5W" aboriginal neaa 

gSISS= Uno S^SS^ncf 
Sssssr-”* 1 SsssKffi.'S asa jjga55a. 
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vs 


hut it was run — r - 

hv-e lection victory. There were _ 
other women liberal democrats in 
“winnable" scats who sadly did not 
set elected: high quality vvomen 
Tike Yvonne Enunerson-PLirct . in 

Salisbury ( her first scat ) or Paula 

Yates in Dorset North. 

As a political party we eLrtaintj 

dnldng a aha* adjacent to the .Sitpaign «n> positively 

^'therefore urge the n«- “ f w^crlJSe'parlv that lalkej 

Home Secretary, Jack Straw. issues, ourpolicies and the 

give his permission now for the effccl lhey would have on real lives, 
exhumation, in time for a l°* . - . CT o U ps like Fawccit advised 

us women vSnted. We published a 

ofYagan_sdeaffionllJuJy- dear and costed mamfcsio for 


Sfeasgeae 

I^vtattorewhentt^toeotreet *e private prnon Evenon cemetery, 

defiaenaes found duxmg Custody companies. bave reported, his 

PWLGREEN diSndantKenColbungism 

TS3SSE to raise rn.ofl.er Ctefl WM Britain and seeking the head a 

iSSS^ee CDs: not such a 

Jassos 

week any overtime StHeiWmaa'sdmm | I to nayfor^therosts of digging the 


I |V ■ L VI v - -- 

environment. 

BRUCE TOFIELD 

London S2I 

"‘■■'WhSSon of COOm over 

work. i.nninc and other 


security firms 

^detention areas in counshaw 

Senran^privates^finns. 

,r.L . nWorwn nau peen 


officer with a compa ny in^so uthc m 5ir; Such a blatant n 

wortratt^hou^eek, any overtme P ri “ fo paytotora’^i^gthe 


exnumauuu, ... oc croups lute rawed l 

us women vSnled. We published a 
of Yagan s death onllJujy^ clear an d costed manifesto for 

5JS5KH5T JSS&- « — h -' avil> ' i " nuc "‘- vd ^ 

more certain than we are that the ^However, the Women Liberal 

whole body should receive ; Democrats have called for a 

appropriate funerary treatment institutional change to increase 

^fore the spirit of a dead person on shortlists trom 

can rest in c at least one third women to MJ P 01- 

KEN COLJBUNG MBti lhus ensur i n& choice and 

PETER UCKO opporiuniw for all. But we are clear 

Director that this is only one step ot mum . 

The Institute of Archaeology s ; s n0l j us t a numbers game. 

University College London JUSTINE McCiUINNESS 

London WC1 Chair 

Women Liberal Democrats 
London 5IW J 
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Home Secret^ 

"oShffh-uy.nghis ^^eSSmihe 

taken”. My son, wislung to have a “ intTof several stiUboras who he 

fan^lffevjreJ^^^lfound ADRIAN RONDEAU • P^jgher layer of tbesame grave. 

fromhis job, a job pnprieUr Sot theHome Office have now 

both fulffllmg r ,!SrdW Adrian’s Records sent a technical study showing 

Mypointisthis.Iish^ wckford, Essex 

surprising that dreadful crror^bkfi 0,71-293 ^TT 
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The Dome: it’s 

crystal dear F orm -fiUing 

Sb oflhe puhlic bal ta the ^ " Wimbledon 

Crystal Palace: served, cheap entiy, tennis for thk 

industry which the scrvLu. r , -masses 


coninomum , s 

bs . w Skingmlhp»P le » 111 ’ 


“23 “ nfid f nt Ste 

2i“«s>a ndlhis “ nt “ eaS% 


Crystal Palace: 

The quality of bodily indusuy which Uic 
Crystal Palace expresses, is very great. 
So" tar it is good. The quantity of 
thought it expresses is. I suppose, o sin- 
gle and admirable thought — dial it 
might be possible lo build a greenhouse 
larger than ever greenhouse was built 
before. This thought and some very or- 
dinary algebra are as much as all that 
glass can represent of human intellect. 

Plus ca change, plus c esl la 
JLni rake noti 


July) advocates “first-come, fu>t- 

scivcd. cheap entry, tennis for 
masses” - but only ih.ise masso 
living within easy reach 01 
Wimbledon. f , trlh . r 

Those of us who live further 
away would prefer more tickets to 
be available via the equally fair 
ballot - one only has to remember 
towriic in October for the neces- 
sary form. Perhaps fewer eoipt>- 
raS hospitality tickets a higher 
‘tsL ..7™. i.l Mi-hievc both aims. 


glass can represeavv — - hoso , la i I tv ucueis m 

plus ga change, doe ert la prfccs would achieve both aims, 

meme chose! Mandelson take no - qaUNT 

„^. C o rnrmi. Cardiff 


memc wux,, 
ROGER HEWELX 

Baih 
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For sale on 


the Fourth 


of July 


In 1776 the US was born, dedicated to ‘life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness’. By 1997, 
this has come to mean ‘deregulation’, but, says 
Mary Dejevsky, Europeans should be wary of 
following them down this particular path 


S ay what you like about the free 
market,' but it delivers: cheap 
housing, cheap food, cheap 
cars, cheap utilities, cheap ser- 
vices. Strip off the layers of 
state regulation, and ail that liberated 
competition just beats down those prices 
for the benefit of you. me and everyone 
else. That is the picture of the United 
States, as consumer paradise, that 
.American boasts are made of. 

So successful is the US. according to 
conventional economic indicators, that 
its brand of deregulation took Britain by 
storm more than a decade ago (with "a 
little help from Margaret Thatcher ) and 
- if Brussels gels its way - is set to 
Lriumph across the rest of Europe. 

Was it not in the cause of deregula- 
tion that the hapless Alain Juppe took 
on the French lorry drivers and the 
pilots of Air France? Was this not why 
Helmut Kohl risked the wrath of 
German steelworkers, and why both 
found themselves having to placate 
unhappy telecoms workers? Is the US 
not the "shape of Europe's future? 

Well, after three months as a “con- 
sumer" in the land of deregulated abun- 
dance - and one of the most die-hard 
opponents of old-model Communism 
you could expect to meet - my faith in 
American-style laissez-faire "is being 
sorely tested" It is not that the United 
States economy is not booming - it is: 
nor that many consumer prices are not 
lower than they are in most European 
countries - they are. 

It is rather that there are significant 
areas of activity where, despite ruthless 
competition, there is no benefit to con- 
sumers whatsoever. On the contrary, we 


are at the mercy of highly secretive and 
defensive businesses in which informa- 
tion is a deadly commercial weapon. 

Consider the following: 

For my first weeks in Washington. I 
needed a hotel while looking for a flat 
and I set off to examine the options. At 
the Fust hotel, no one seemed to under- 
stand my question, let alone be ready to 
give an answer. For all the help given. 
I might have been soliciting the 
Lubyanka for one of the KGB’s precious 
pieces of intelligence. In a way, I was. 

What I wanted was a commercial 
secret - the price of a room. Not imme- 
diately for an emergency booking, you 
understand, but to compare it with 
prices and facilities elsewhere. Oh Euro- 
pean innocence! This is something the 
system is specifically designed to keep 
from all but the cognoscenti. 

In almost evety marble-clad reception 
area, someone smart-suited had to be 
fetched from an office far away - the 
“marketing manager”. The counter staff 
had no access to such sensitive infor- 
mation; they might, at a stretch, know 
what a room would cost for that very 
night, but they were rarely trusted with 
more. Price depends on "demand, real 
and anticipated. It varies not just from 
day to day, but from hour to hour, 
depending" on when a magic bar is 
reached that triggers a rise. There is no 
“standard" price for the ordinary con- 
sumer without the clout of a group, nor 
the possibility of negotiation. 

The system bas some perverse results. 
At one hotel, the price for one week was 
actually more chan the price of one day 
times seven. “That can't be right," said 
the “marketing manager" when I 





W/ITH FIRST TELECOM, 

THERE'S NO NEED TO MISS OUT ON 
THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATIONS 
BACK HOME. 


Because for July 5th and 6th., we’re 
cutting our call rate to the US from our usual 
1 2p per minute to just Sp per minute. 
That’s a transatlantic call for the same cost as ■ 
national daytime coll with BT. 


mm 


Call us now and you can be connected within 
the hour. Then you can call all the way home 
on Independence Day. 


And you can save up to 60% on your long distance 
national and international calls alt year round. 



y : v i 



queried it. but it was - because the end 
of the week was going to be busy, so the 
prices had been jacked up. 

Now pricing according to demand is 
an unimpeachable principle of the free 
market But the drawback here is that 
you and I are not privy to the informa- 
tion we need to make a free choice. This 
is effectively classified, held in the deep 
recesses of the company computers. We 
have no opportunity to compare, nor 
even to judge the approximate price 
bracket we are in. 


heaven. Do you remember when dereg- 
ulation of the .American skies was going 


to lead to low fares and higher quality 
to most destinations across the US - and 


Ti 


ese practices, it is true, are the 


preserve of big-city chains. 
Smaller, privately run operations 



outside prime areas retain their charm 
and accessibility. But they are not in the 
big money stakes and it may be only a 
matter of time before many of them, like 
the few privately run high-street stores, 
are swallowed up by the big boys. 

Something similar applies to hire 
cars. You can call around as many 
offices as you like; you may chance upon 
someone with a special offer, or you will 
not. Each operates the “bar" "system, 
with rates that change from hour to hour 
according to market conditions. 

The rate you were quoted at 9am for 
two days hence may be different from 
the one you are quoted ai 11am when 
you have called three or four others to 
compare. As with hotel prices, you the 
consumer are excluded from a tightly 
closed commercial loop. 

Which brings us to the iniquitous 
price of air travel in this consumer 


to most destinations across the US - and 
the world. Well, it did - for a while, and 
optimists think that it may do again. 

For the moment, though, it will cost 
you three times more to travel two- 
thirds of the way across the US (Wash- 
ington to Albuquerque. New Mexico, or 
El Paso, Texas) than to travel from 
Washington or New York to London. 
Absurd though it seems, travelling from 
Washington to Boston via London may 
be a money-saver. 

If you really have to use a domestic 
route, the only way to reduce the price 
is to book several weeks in advance, and 
not change your mind or requirements. 
A Saturday-night stay may bring the 
price down a little, but not significantly. 
We are again in the land of the magic 
computerised bar. where prices are 
adjusted to the market - except that no 
one sells off last-minute seats cheaply. 
Less than one week before the flight it 
is full price or nothing on most routes. 

Two factors h3ve brought US air 
travellers to this pretty pass. The \falujet 
crash in the Florida Everglades made 
cheap flights by new no-friDs companies 
suspect and boosted the more estab- 
lished companies. (The crash of TWA 
800 off Long Island a year ago did not 
have the reverse effect.) 

The other was a bout of route- 
consolidation among the bigger com- 
panies which has left many major routes 
with no competition. Where there is 


for them; directory inquiry services 
sited thousands of miles from the local- 


sited thousands of miles from the local- 
ity whose numbers are being dispensed 
- leading to recurrent and improbable 
errors. 

But the biggest complaints relate to 
the complex and confusing tariffs: it is 


i clear 
to the 


virtually (deliberate Iv) impossible to 
compare like with like, or even to... 


obtain accurate information. Imagine 
the maze of mobile phone rates in the 
UK applied to your home telephone - 
line, and van will glimpse the problem. " 

My attempts to persuade companies 
to fax me their rates failed at the first 
hurdle. "Wc can't fax.” "Bui you are in 
the telecoms business." “Yes. but we - 
can’t do it from our computers.” As with ~ 
hotel chains, counter staff ore not 
entrusted with this cummer daily senst 
tive information. You have to penetrate 
several layers further - and even they 
can't fax. ’ 

The awful prospect, however, is that, 
the next stage of “deregulation" could 
make things even worse for consumers. 
The present telecoms chaos mav leave 
gaping holes in customer service, but the 
chc&pish tariffs for major trunk desti- 
nations are of some, benefit Now, a 
number of the companies that were pri- 
vatised and divided arc trying- like the 
airlines before them, and the privatised 
utility companies - to gel back together. 


competition, prices may be SO percent 
less than on routes where there is none. 
But the number of those routes is still 
in decline. 

Deregulation or no, affordable air 
travel is no longer a Feature of Ameri- 
can life. In Europe, where airline dereg- 
ulation is gathering pace, the trend is the 
other way - hut for how long? 

A fair objection would be that hotels, 
cars and planes are the concerns of a 
minority, even in America's highly 
mobile society. Competition (and mar- 
ket size) have brought cars for the 
masses; competition (and vast space) 
have permitted cheap housing, com- 
pared with Europe. Bui consider the 
humble telephones. Even the most 
bargain-hungry of America's compulsive 
telephone-talkers are starting to grouse. 
The "downside of telecoms deregula- 
tion" is becoming to middle-class din- 
ner tables what house prices or builders 
are to their British counterparts. 

The complaints are legion: repeat 
calls, usually at dinner time, from com- 
panies wanting you to “switch" to them 
on the basis of a “special offeF' for one 
or other service; clogged long-distance 
and toll-free lines because companies 
have expanded their number of cus- 
tomers without sufficient lines to cater 


R ecent reports that the former 
monopoly und still largest US. 
telephone company. AT&T was * ; 
planning to merge with SBC Commit- 1 
ideations to provide local and trunk" 1 
phone services, for instance, aroused a 3 . 
mixed response: the tariff structure ? : 
might become simpler and more open, * 
hut prices could rocket. My feelings on , ' 
learning earlier this week that the deal j" > 
was off were just as mixed. The two earn- * ■ 
panics could not agree terras and were * 
worried about regulatory approval. Sff? 
the price war continues, but so docs the . ; - 
chaos. i 

Since then, a US judge has pre- * : • 
vented a merger between the two ^ i 
biggest US office supply companies;' 1 ;•'] 
Staples and Office Depot, on comped- * i 
tion grounds. Bui unconditional 
approval has been granted to the J 
takeover hv the giant aircraft company, .! 
Boeing, of the only other US aircraft ') • . 
manufacturer of any size, McDonnell ’ 
Douglas - a merger which the European v 
Commission is currently questioning on,’ ’ 
its own account. ' 

Witching the consequences of dtaeg- “ 
ulation Americun-stylc as a “consumer,"? . 

1 find it hard not to conclude that, while' ; 
the early effects of competition arc ■ 
highly beneficial (the service in the still ; - 
highly regulated US banking sector is 77 . 
considerably more expensive. Iess’;jj 
efficient and less consumer-friendly .; 
than in Britain), the advantages can .’-, 
soon wear off. 

The pressure on companies to keep • 
prices low and turn a profit can reduce ’ ; 
service and quality. Low-paid junior ’ ! 
staff - the ones who face the customer ■ ■ . ] 
first - can be ill-informed, sullen and ;. ; • J 
reluctant. Bigger companies, moreover, ; ■ ! 
will use their market position to mra- ' i ! 
imise the effects of competition. They ., 
track other people's prices in secret so •’ ) 
as to raise their own to the maximum ' f 


that this (artificial) market will bear.'.; y 
Thej' strive - through buyouts, mergers, ! M 
or restricted information - to pain as C 


or restricted information - to gain as " C 
near a monopoly position as possible. 7 [ 

It is not true that the interests of big , j 
companies and small consumers are ' ^ 
equally served by competition. The " 
instinct of America's big companies, no 
less than lhat of Europe's state monop- 
olies. is to stifle it. The market may rule, 
but without rules to foster continual 
competition, it seems to degenerate, 
sooner or later, into a dcyg-cats-dog 
struggle for survival. 

Some years ago, a journalist travelled, 
to the post-revolutionary Soviet Union T- 
and reported, famously, that he had A 
seen the future and it worked. I hope I 
have not seen the future here in the /'Ll 
United States - because it does not J..! 
always work, at least not for you and me. . * 
Until then, anyway; best wishes for a ‘^ L 
Happy Fourth of July. 


A considered reply to the rainfall tax 


S o, how will this new 
rainfall tax work? 


O rainfall tax work? 

Well, every time lhat it 
rains for a long time, 
somebody somewhere 
makes a lot of money out of 
it. 

ObviousN that’s not fair. 

No. 

So the Government is 
going to tax the people who 
make a lot of money 01 a of 
rainfalL 

Right. That ’5 the gist of it. 

Thank you very much. 

Is that the end of the 
interview? 

Well, that seems to wrap it 
up, doesn ’t it? 

I don't think that's what 
they call an in-depth 
interview. 

Oh. Isn V it? 

No. Better ask some more 
probing questions. 

Right ... Were were we? 

You were saying: “So how 
will this new rainfall lax 
work?”. 

Oh, right. So. how will this 
new rait if all tax work exactly? 

That’s interesting. 

What s interesting? 

You added the word 
“exactly". 

Did l? 

Yes. I suggested that you 
said, “How does this new 


rainfall tax work?" and you 
said. “OK and then you 
said. “How does this new 
rainfall tax work, exactly?"- 

Didl? 

Yes. 

Why did I do that? 

Because interviewers 
these days have discovered 
that they sound more 
intelligent if they ask stupid 
questions in an rateliigent- 
sounding way. 

That’s interesting. Can you 
ghv me another example? 

Certainly. One of the 
interviewer’s favourite 
questions to politicians who 
have programmes to 
implement is this: “Where 
are you going to get the 
money from?". 

Ah! And to make it sound 
more intelligent they say: 
“Where are you going to get 
the money from, exactly?"? 

No. They say: ■‘So, what 
areas are you going to target 
to find the additional 
resources in order to source 
the funding for this 
initiative?". 

Blimey... What does that 
mean? 

It means, “Where are you 
going to get the rnonev 
from?". 

I get you. So... 



Miles 

Kington 


So you ask me who this 
rainfall tax is going to affect. 

Right. So. who exactly is 
this new rainfall tax going to 
target? 

Excellent ... ! Well, there 
are some people in the 
world who make enormous 
amounts of money out of 
rainfall ... 

Good heavens! Arc there 
realty? 

Oh, yes. 

Name some. 

Rice farmers. Umbrella 
manufacturers. Hydro- 


electric engineers. Water 
company tycoons. Deep-sea 
divers. Manufacturers of 
tumble dryers ... 

Manufacturers of tumble 
dryers? 

Yes. Every time it rains, it 
means people can’t hang 
their washing out to dry. so 
more people buy tumble 
dryers. 

Right. So, who else makes 
money out of rain? 

Hairdressers. 

Bookmakers. Ornamental 
pond salesmen. Make-up 
manufacturers. White-water 
raft companies. Raincoat 
makers ... 

ley. yes. I get the pomt. Just 
a moment. Bookmakers? 

How do bookmakers make 
money out of min ? 

Bookmakers make money 
out of everything. 

How do they make it out of 
rain? 

Well, let’s say two friends 
decided to have a bet on 
which of two raindrops got 
to the bottom of a window 
first ... 

77jit wmtldn V go to a 
bookie to place their be L 

True. All right, have you 
ever thought that every time 
an event on which lots of 
money is wagered is ruined 


off, the bookies keep it all? 

Is that true? 

1 think so. Fishermen. 
Farmers. Thxi drivers. 
Marquee hirers. Owners of 
village halls ... 

How do owners of yiUage 
halls make money mu of 
rain? 

Have you never seen the 
sign “If Wet. In The Village 
Hall"? 

Hmm. Anti taxi drivers? 

Every time it rains, 
pedestrians jump in the 
nearest taxi. 


Right. So we have all these 
?oplc who make a fortune 


people who make a fortune 
out of rain, right? 

Right. 

And the Government is 
going to soak them? 

Ha ha. 

How will it do it? 

How will it do what? 

I'm sorry. I mean, how will 
this ne w tax be implemented 
exactly? 

Well, every lime it rains. 


Miles Kington writes: T 
am sorry. 1 have just been 
informed that it is a 
windfall tax that is being 
introduced, not a rainfall 
tax. Please ignore this 
interview and tune in again 
on Monday. 



Mm 


, .t i 
lie 


ti 


JTtt 
( 7)ti 


tvg 

it 


■■ >*" 


• •• 

* acfcc 

■ *ifc ; S«s*» 

stag 


1 K * • 




■ - - * Vs? 


the 


w; 


•' rt*s J? 


*4* .Ml 

she? 








VJatUte'. 

,‘fe-S««9|iSs 

rffc t«g4 




lKM* (y \£o 


■ 


■ THE INDEPENDENT • Fftimv . , mr 


the commentators 


^tofoe SfoT Hollywood’s fantasy 
questions mps about sex and the stars 


'' ' '"mS-. 

S 

1 * 4 * "ir %; 
••‘‘ip*., ft. 

l-i» •). J Mltk 

V S ! , H.£ 

ta'' 

4 ■?> 

V 

-* 4[[ . 

•■■■ 

''fin, 

*<. 

y: h ; ?**.*. 

Uf 

•' • In li! V,. 

., ** 

zi$fi 

i:t u. 

• ‘ii: uC? 

I* 

' '•?«’■' \l\u 

• ;* *«■ nm tw 

v » i - 

• *• •• |N. 

■ ; •'•!.' \‘r^ 

- • v. • 

• • ••■'••’.yy;. 


Tt was worth the long wait. 

L I LettBbe load and put down 
*Xto shock the deafening 
sflence which was Conservative 
Central Office’s first reaction 
yesterday to Sir Gordon 
Downey’s report. For it is a trib- 
ute to it that it retains the capac- 
ity to shock even after the.mil- 
liohs of the words written and 

spoken. about sleaze in the last 

parliament. 

Nefl Hamilton, still fatuously 
protesting his innocence of the 
•‘central charges" until the last fl- . 

(for those TV stations prepared MO> 

to pay for interviewing him) is 
banged to rights. Sir- Gordon, ■«««*■ 
contrary to Hamilton's confi- 
dent expectations, had no com- { 

pu action about concluding that 
he did indeed t^ke cash in ynKtit 
brown - envelopes from X K,K/l * y 
JyMohamed Al Fayed for asking of TV 
■ ^parliamentary questions. - L/ '- 

Al least two other MFs, * 0 l_ii 

beside the wretched Tim Smith, To O, JLJJ 

would almost certainly, we now r* 
know, have had to resign had a IOITV 
trick of Tory timing not pre- « 
vented publication of the report IQT t 

before the election. How 
astoandingly lucky, therefore, fYWTT 

for William Hague that, like W1U 

Jonathan Aitken, neither 4-"L c 

Hamilton, Michael Grylls (who 
stood down) nor Sir Andrew -rvvfrv* 

Bowden nor, perhaps, Michael iclOl 

Brown survived the election. r^\ 

The robustness of the COITl 

Downey report - which wasn't 
universally expected - is a big (*i 

step forward for those confident 
that a reformed Commons can T'PCffi 

regulate itself. It is hard to see A ^ 1 
Jiow even a Standards and Priv- -U- Q 

Weges Committee as heavily -lLO 

dominated by the Tories as the 

E resent one is by Labour could 
ave upheld appeals against verdicts as 
painstakingly supported by evidence as these. 
Sir Gordon's report is a cheering vindication 
of the frith put in the appointment of a par- 
liamentary commissioner by Nolan. Optimists 
have been saying for some time that they 
belong to a culture which has already been 
transformed by Sir Gordon's appointment, and 
the tightening of the rules for commercial 
interests enacted in the last parliament. Any 
MP offered such an interest now knows that 
he acts at his own risk if he.fails to pick up a 
telephone to check with Sir Gordon’s office. 
Even the dry passim judgements of the report 
- “There is a general obligation on members 
to the effect, if in doubt, register.’ Mr Hamil- 
ton seems to have adopted the opposite prin- 
ciple and, if in doubt, gave himself the bene- 
fit of it" - are a reminder of the nemesis that 
can overtake MPs if they take the risk. Sir 
Gordon has done the business. 

It may seem churlish, therefore, to say that 
the system still has some way to go before it 
can be said to be perfect Not every case will 
necessarily be as clear-cut, not every MP on 
i (he take as breath takingly arrogant or careless 
^ about covering his tracks as Hamilton or 
Smith. This means, first, that when Lord 
Nolan's commit tee comes to review the system, 
probabtv in the next parliament, it should con- 
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sider further refinements to 
ensure that it is proof against the 
powers of manipulation by the 
governing party. Nolan himself 
recommended explicitly that the 
Parliamentary Commissioner 
should have the same powers to 
publish the report as the Audi- 
tor and Comptroller General - 
in other words that be was not 
bound by the wishes of the com- 
mittee about when he chose to 
make his report public. This 
recommendation got lost in the 
inter-party negotiations on how 
to implement Nolan. And 
because it did it was impossible 
for Downey to publish before 
the election. Depriving the gov- 
erning party of the power to 
influence timing would be a 
highly effective incentive for it 
to keep its own house in cider. 

Second, the Standards and 
Privileges Committee has the 
power to hear appeals against 
Sir Gordon’s con elusions and to 
decide what sentence to recom- 
mend to the Commons. It is 
questionable whether it is right 
for such a quasi-judicial com- 
mittee to have its members 
appointed by party whips, to 
reflect exactly the party compo- 
sition of the Commons itself. As 
it happens, two Tfcay members of 
the Standards and Privileges 
Committee showed, albeit in 1 
the comparatively trivial case of 
David Willetts, their determi- 
nation to make the system work 
with integrity and impartiality. 
They were Tbny Newton, a man 
of great honour and with a 
capacity to resist political pres- 
sure from his own party, who 
chaired the committee, and 
Quentin Davies, a highly inde- 


T here is coming out 
and coming dul 
R upert Everett came 
out years ago as a 
homosexual. Now 
this charming man has come 
out as a former prostitute, or 
“rent boy", and Hollywood is 
nervous that this actor’s “new- 
found bankability", a scene- 
stealing performance in the' 
Julia Roberts vehicle My Best 
friend's Wedding, will be short- 
lived. Why should this be? Are 
we really so astonished that 
someone who performs for a 
living should have performed 
sexual favours for money; that 
someone who makes a' living 
partly through selling their sex- 
uality should have sold some 
real sex? What bas the casting 
couch been used for over the 
years -knitting? 

Only a few weeks ago we 
were persuaded to believe that 
the door of the celluloid closet 
had creaked open slightly, with 
the sitcom star Ellen cavorting 
with Clinton. Whereas lesbian 
chic is a titillating idea for the 
mainstream press, “sordid" gay 
prostitution is something else 
altogether. It is easier to pretend 
that the line between happy 
homosexuality, and a kind of gay 
lifestyle where it is not unknown 
for people to drift in and out of 
prostitution and not be stigma- 
tised, is firmly drawn, just as we 
like to kid ourselves that the het- 
erosexual men who go to pros- 
titutes are not the men we know. 
When the contents of Heidi 
Fleiss's little black book were 
revealed to indude the names of 
several Hollywood stars, no one 
was very dismayed- Paying for 
sex is manly; berng paid for it is 
a sign of emasculation. 

What, though, do we pay our 
stars for. if not to stimulate sex- 
ual fantasies? Of course, this is 
not all that cinema is about, but 
it sure as bell helps. Acting itself 
is not prostitution, though most 
great actors wfli have done 
things they are ashamed oft and 
audiences are not all sleazy 
punters, though most of us will 
have paid for a quick thrill and 
fell chem>ened by it. But they 
are parallel careers in that they 
both involve the mechanics of 
arousal, desire and the neces- 
sary deferral of gratification 
that keeps us coming back for 
more. One cannot, whisper it 
low in case Gordon Brown 
hears, remove the selling of sex 
from the selling of cinema, 
however many tax subsidies 
you give to the film industry. 

Yet the dream factory itself 
cannot cope with the demands 
of its own market-place. Stars 
are supposed to be available 
both as fantasies and in real life. 
Thus the knowledge that a lead- 


Wilietts such a hard tune in cross-examination. 
But supposing they hadn't been around, or that 
the Tbnes had had a much bigger, and more 
easily manipulable majority - the conclusions 
might be very different. Labour MPs naturally 
throw up their hands in honor at the idea that 
a large majority on their side would ever yield 
to such political pressure. And tough, awkward 
MPs like Dale Campbell Savours and Alan 
Williams never would of course. But there is 
an important sense in which self-regulation 
won’t be fully tested until a sitting Labour MP 
has had to be dealt with. 

But that’s for another day. Downey illumi- 
nates the closing rotten years in which Tbiy 
MPs were on the take and got away with il 
J ohn Major can't escape some of the blame for 
appointing as ministers MPs like Aitken and 
Hamilton whom Thatcher, with much better 
judgement, had overlooked. Royston Webb, 
Mohamed Al Fhyed’s ex-lawyer, testified to 
Downey that the lobbyist Ian Greer told him 
of being besieged after the 1983 election by 
Tbry MPS seeking consultancies like “taxi 
drivers ... for hire". The Tbries will say that 
Dcmney reflects an era which bas ended But 
if Hague really wants to draw a line under it, 
he needs to express his own horror and deter- 
mination to prevent a repeat He should start 
by expelling the miscreants from the Hay party. 



by Suzanne Moore 






fcfof moments; (clockwise from top right) James Stewart, Sylvester Stallone with 
JuSanne Moore, Rupert Everett, Robert Mitchum, and tom Cruise 

The movie industry assumes one must be 
bonkable to be bankable We don’t want former 
rent boys as lust objects, now, do we? 


ing man is gay is considered 
damaging, as the actor will no 
longer be credible in romantic 
roles. Whatever happened to 
the notion of acting/ Or to the 
suspension of disbelief? The 
assumption that acting is about 
playing at being someone eke? 
The persistent rumours about 
the sexuality of a Tom Cruise of 
a Richard Gere can only be kept 
in circulation because we know 
actors are not always what they 
seem. Indeed, that is their job. 

Jimmy Stew an was not what 
he seemed, as the obituaries 
this week have shown. As the 
gulf between the characters he 
played and his real life was 
political rather than sexual, no 
one seemed to mind very much. 
His appeal was as an “ every - 


man", as someone who wasn't 
even acting in the first place. 
“You were looking at a man, 
not an actor. You could sec this 
man’s soul," eulogised the 
director Frank Capra. Stewart 
himself was bewildered about 
what he was doing. "Some- 
times I wonder if I am doinp a 
James Stewart impersonation 
myself." This impersonation 
often involved playing liberal, 
easy-going pacifists. In reality 
Stewart backed Nixon, was a 
good friend of Reagan and was 
hawkish about the Vietnam 
war. Did this detract from his 
screen presence ? Not one iota. 

Stewart shared with that 
other great actor. Robert 
Mitch urn, who also died this 
week, an approach that meam 


not letting the “acting show". 
Gilbert Adair's obituary of him 
brilliantly describes the “almost 
imperceptible virtuosity of 
American movie actors". 
Mitchum. who shrugged off his 
career as better than working, 
and saw himself as a hired 
hand rather than an artist, was 
judged to have been “incapable 
of self-reflection’'. What a relief 
that is in the days when actors 
struggle so often in interviews 
to conjure up the enormous dif- 
ficulties of their chosen pro- 
fession. Mitchum’s louche sex- 
ual presence, his ability to 
convey real evil in both The 
Night of the Hunter and Cape 
Fear, appear instinctual. When 
Robert De Niro played the 
same part in Scorsese’s re- 


make of Cape Fear, he became 
a method monster, tattooed 
up. snarling and seductive. This 
was perceptible virtuosity, but 
not half as scary as Mitchum's 
casually psychotic menace. 

Nowadays so much screen 
acting is showy. It is acting 
about acting: acting tbal refers 
to other parts that the actors 
have played. Look at Pacino 
and Dc Niro in Hem. trying so 
hard that il hurls. If Stewart "and 
Mitchum were, as has been 
claimed, the last of Hollywood’s 
great leading men in that they 
could effortlessly embody 
"authenticity", today’s actors 
have a harder time of it because 
they are left wrih merely imper- 
sonating the authentic.' 

The old Mars have been 
replaced with blank boys such 
as Keanu Reeves and Brad Pitt, 
edgy over-actors (see above), 
out-and-out weirdos, Harvey 
Keitel and Christopher Walken, 
or complete non-starters - the 
Schwarzeneggers. Stallones and 
Van Damraes - who don’t even 
pretend that (hey arc acting in 
the first place. A good man. as 
opposed to a had one. ora boy, 
is hard to find. Until then we 
have io make do with the decid- 
edly grown-up Harrison Ford, 
or trying to fit small-screen 
stars such as George Clooney 
into big-screen roles and even 
bigger codpieces. 

The star system may accom- 
modate slightly more flexible 
versions of masculinity, but after 
several years of Holh-nvod Baby- 
lon revelations, it is still paranoid 
about male sexuality. In this, us 
in so many other areas, il under- 
estimates the intelligence of its 
audience and presumes that 
fantasy and fact arc inseparable. 

For stare such as Everett - 
and Everett is a star if the def- 
inition of a star means that 
when he is on screen you don’t 
want to watch anyone else - the 
assumption remains that one 
must be bonkable in order to be 
bankable. We don’t want former 
rent beys as lust objects, now, 
do we? Well, ves. as long as we 
pretend we don’t know about it. 

The separation of an actor’s 
life from his work is subject to 
endless speculation and made 
more complicated by the cul- 
ture of celebrity, which strives 
always to deny that such a gulf 
exists. Yet we must insist on it, 
otherwise ihe very notion of act- 
ing becomes meaningless. What 
you see is not always what you 
gel, and that is in feet what we 
are paying for. Unless we realise 
this, we might as well throw in 
our lot with James Stewart, 
who, in his role in Homy, once 
said; “I’ve wrestled with reality 
for 35 years, and I’m happy doc- 
tor. 1 finally won out over it." 


The waning of Middle England 

The loss of quaint rituals and cultural traditions threatens our national identity, argues Clive Aslet 


M ilitary ceremonial, feathered 
hats, a tearful governor, the 
Royal Yacht torrential rain - 
the handover of Hong Kong was the 
sort of show that could only have been 
put on by the British. “They seem to 
nave been impressed by the precision, 
said my deputy, speaking of the 8,000 
other journalists who were with him to 
^witness it all. But what did Tbny Blair 

n . wake of iL I wondered, when l_saw 

f \ him. bright-eyed and schoolboyishly 
I £%-*■ wind-blown, on television. A chap 
whose gorge rises at judges' wigs and 
the sillier aspects of parliamentary tra- 
dition may well haw felt there were 
too mam 1 eggs in the pudding- 
Now that the Prime Minister is 
home, he will no doubt continue wi th 
his mission to modernise what he 
clearly regards as a stuffy old country, 
whose quaint rituals and traditions 
offend against the managerial style at 
New Labour (New Model Labour, as 
it is coming to be called, from the 
Cromwellian tendency of its leader}. 
No government minister has been 
allowed to attend the Chelsea Flower 
S»w. Rwal Aseot or any of the 
other big events of this damp summon 
at which tradition is celebrated with 
- gaiety. We do not vel know what sort 
tif nation Mr Blair wants us to tecum* 
- though T fear that the ghost or 
Praise-God Bareboneswill hover over 
it Mv worn- is that the process oi 
change will cause us to feci even 
more uncertain about who we are now 
In the last few da\?f have Ken 
plumbing ihesnul of Middle 
through the medium of local raui. 
Confined within a cubicle at Broa ~ 
casting House, a charmingly dysfunc- 
tional set of headphones damped to 
. my ears. 1 have sought to escjje the us- 
. . - ' v* te’ners of Radios Cornwall. 

‘ ‘ Nottingham, Derby and others about 

. , mv book .-1 nyom’ for England. 

... .-I The premise of it is that the a^rn- 

. monlv-held assumptions aboul bcmp 
• „ • British with which 1 grew up n ^ 1 
be inherited by my tun vycur-old son. 

. . • It is not jusi (hat the old shared val- 


replaced bv others, 
but that there are 
fewer shared values 
at alL My observa- 
tions can only be per- 
sonal; 1 imagined a 
lot of people would 
hate them. In the 
event. 1 found a grat- 
ifying but entirely 
unexpected number 
of listeners agreeing 
with me. People do 
seem to feet that 
their national iden- 
tity is waning. Middle 
England believes it 
has become the bole 
in the Polo mint. 

A desire for 
belonging is a funda- 
mental human need. 

It is a need, however, 
that has been denied 

by the fragmentation 
that characterises 
modem life- Families 
do not cohere; people move home fre- 
quenlhr. they are just as reluctant to jom 
political parties as they are lo attend 
ebureh; once-monolitmc corporations 
have downsized. There are fewer and 
fewer opportunities for afl of Britain to 
be doing the same thing at the same 
time. Tike the ritual known as watch- 
ing the Nine O Clock News. Once, the 
whole nation gathered around the 
domestic idol of the television set, to 
receive knowledge of the days' events 
from the BBC. New the multiplicity of 
choice in TV channels reflects the car 
windscreen tendency of everything that 
once looked immemorial to shatter. 

And vet the urge to belong is as 
deeply felt as ever. At the personal 
level it «m be seen in the new fash- 
ion for family history. Up and down 
ihe country, local history libraries are 

thronged with amateur genealogists, 
tracing their roots. This pasaon used 
to be associated with recently formed 
nations such as the United States. The 



British did not bother with it much, 
because, as the American conserva- 
tionist David Lowethal remembers 
having been told by British colleagues 
in the Sixties: “We don’t need those 
family details; we have a secure 
national identity." The frantic desire 
to recapture that old security explains 
the colourful outburst of Henmania at 
Wimbledon, when fens were as des- 
perate to demonstrate their together- 
ness m adulation of their hero. The 
nation found a similar outlet through 
the VE and V J Day commemorations. 
I would have high hopes of the 
Millennium Experience at Green- 
wich, were it not that the appointment 
of Cameron Mackintosh and Michael 
Grade seems guaranteed to create a 
spectacular for American tourists, 
rather than a celebration of our com- 
mon past which could go some way to 
correcting the woefully inadequate 
teaching of history k English schools. 

By coming Together at events such as 


Greenwich the nation 
cements its culture. 
Do not reach for your 
revolver, 1 am not 
referring to artistic 
culture, but the gen- 
eral context in Which 
we live. Once, this 
provided guidelines 
for the kind of behav- 
iour with which the 
British were comfort- 
able. They behaved 
politely towards cine 
another. They did not 
urinate, spit or belch 
in public. They did not 
beg. They were toler- 
ant of one another’s 
peculiarities, because 
they were confident 
in the ancient democ- 
ratic processes ty 
which a benign provi- 
dence had caused 
their existence to be 
ordered. The loss of 
respect suffered by 
democratic institutions is probably the 
greatest change to have overcome 
Britain in my lifetime. Sleaze at West- 
minster- a card rather overplayed - is 
only part of It Our public inquiries are 
the most laboriously democratic of any 
in the world, and yet Swampy and his 
cohorts set their outcome at nought 
Not that it is just the Swampys. Out 
with their opera-disrupting Strimmers. 
the prosperous neighbours of Gars- 
ingtofl Manor are much the same. 

Wc were, of course, terribly up- 
tight The tide of the farce No S&r 
Please. Were British expressed an 
immediately recognisable attitude. 
Divest someone like me of his inhibi- 
tions, and there wouldn’t be much left 
It is possible for repression to go too 
fer. h causes people to dash across 
cricket pitches and tennis courts with- 
out clothes, thinking they will shock 
spectators. On the other hand, there 
was an acceptance of a manner of 
behaviour that made people feel easy. 


"The Englishman hates to reveal him- 
self: in fact it is considered bad man- 
ners to talk about oneself," remarked 
the German Kurt von Stulterhcim in 
a book about the English in 1937. It 
was an assumption with which J grew 
up. The secrets of a marriage, for 
example, were things that the rest of 
the world should never know. The 
Princess of Wales danced on that, and 
her behaviour will set a norm. 

This culture - the culture of tradi- 
tion -was expressed in emblems such 
as the telephone box. toll policeman's 
helmet and red London bus. These 
symbols were unique; yd any expres- 
sion of regret at Ibeir passing is 
regarded as laughable. Foreign visitors 
must think we are mad. The latest 
depredation upon a familiar icon has 
been to turn the backs of London 
buses into enormous moving bill- 
boards, advertising jeans and cosmet- 
ics. The back of a bus has never been 
a synonym for beauty, but this contri- 
bution to the street-scape is - yes, 1 
shall say it - vulgar. By using ihe’word 
I risk condemning myself as elitist. Yet 
there was a time when it was accepted 
that the streets of the capital should 
be regulated to the highest standards. 

We should hesitate before casting | 
These national symbols overboard, i 
They mean something. They' take a j 
long time to establish. Oddly, it is | 
always the English dimension in the 
Union which gels jettisoned. 1 do not 
hear Mr Blair saying; we must mod- 
ernise Britain, so let’s end (he leach- 
ing of Gaelic in Scottish schools, well 
have no more dual-language road 
signs in Wales, Parliament will have a 
free vole on banning archaic practices 
involving the death of animals, such as 
the slaughter for halal and kosher 
meal. However, if young English 
people grow up to believe ihai they do 
not have a culture in which they can 
legitimately take pride, their natural 
croup instinct may find an outlet In 
jingoism, racism and violence. 

The writer is editor of ‘ Country Life'. 
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City fall-out looms from obscure Budget measure □ Sterling remains buoyant □ Utilities recover 

Panic as investment banks face £lbn loss 


Diane Coyle 
and Andrew Yates 


An obscure tax measure in the 
Budget could cost the City of 
London well over £lbn, ex- 
perts warned yesterday. 

The potential losses facing 
some individual investment 
banks could reach hundreds of 
millions of pounds, although the 
exact figures will not be known 
until full details of the measures 
are published with next week’s 
Finance Bill. The full extent of 
the blow emerged as the FTSE 
100 index leapt to a new record 
yesterday. It ended more than 


80 points higher at 4,831.7. 
BZW is one of the bar 


BZW is one of the banks 
thought to be especially vul- 
nerable to big losses from the 
Chancellor's unexpected deci- 
sion to close a tax loophole. 

A BZW spokesman said: 
“We do not believe the Budget 


will have a material impact on 
Barclays or BZW's first-half 
earnings- However, based on 
our understanding of the situ- 
ation. we do foresee some po- 
tential loss of future earnings. 

“It is too early to evaluate the 
financial impact of Lhe changes 
but the numbers being sug- 
gested. amounting to hundreds 
of millions of pounds, are un- 
founded and ridiculous." 

BZW refused to comment on 
whether its losses were mater- 
ial or on rumours that it was 
poised to abandon its market- 
making altogether as a result of 
the hit from the Budget change. 

“This would affect all the big 
banks. It could have a huge im- 
pact," said one leading analyst 
yesterday. 

Other institutions said yes- 
terday their losses as a result of 
the move would not be large, 
but the City was awash with ru- 


mours that one large market- 
maker was in serious financial 
trouble. The extent of the pan- 
ic in the stock market was such 
that there were even unsub- 
stantiated rumours of Bank of 
England involvement. 

UBS denied it was one of the 
biggest victims. A spokesman 
said: “A final assessment cannot 
be made until we have seen the 
detailed provisions of the Fi- 
nance Bill. But we do not expect 
it to have a material impact.” 

However, industry sources 
said UBS could still be very ex- 
posed. It is understood to be the 
biggest player in the market for 
the contracts backing guaran- 
teed bonds issued by insurance 
companies, but most of the ma- 
jor banks are exposed to these. 

“If the income from divi- 
dends falls by just 1 per cent it 
can have a devastating effect. 
Most of the contracts last for 10 


Sterling index 




years, so a bank’s income could 
fall by at least 10 per cent. That 
could cost them hundreds of 
millions of pounds if not more," 
said one source yesterday. 

The guaranteed bonds alone 
could cost the banking sector as 
a whole more than £500m, ac- 
cording to the source. 


The contracts with a host of 
building societies and insur- 
ance companies to provide 
guaranteed income bonds for 
their customers mean the hanks 
have to create an income 
stream by investing in compli- 
cated futures and options. 

The reduction in dividend in- 


come as a result of losing tax- 
exempt status will sharply cut 
the return the banks can expect 
to achieve. Many arc exposed 
to potential losse> on the de- 
rivatives trades. 

Equities derivatives contracts 
arc calculated on the old tax- 
free dividend basis. The in- 
come stream according to which 
they were originally priced has 
been sharply reduced by the end 
of the (ax exemption.’ 

The direct effect of the tax 
change will cost securities 
traders £50»m over four years, 
the Inland Revenue estimated 
yesterday. It said the move was 
dcsigned to clamp down on a tax 
incentive for hig investment 
banks lo opt for dividends 
rather than trading profits. 

Even without taking into ac- 
count the huge indirect effects, 
it could lead to some institutions 
withdrawing from market-mak- 


Rate rise expected as 
pound soars further 


Companies may go abroad 
to avoid double taxation hit 


Diane Coyle 


The pound hit its highest levels 
for six and a half years yester- 
day in the aftermath of the 
Budget. Although Gordon 
Brown, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer. insisted yesterday that 
he had taken tough measures to 
reduce the pressure on interest 
rates and the pound, the Bank 
of England's monetary policy 
committee was widely expected 
to increase the cost of borrow- 


ing after its meeting next week. 
The pound ended the dav at 


The pound ended the day at 
DM2.95, its old central parity in 
the European Exchange Rate 
Mechanism. Its index against a 
range of currencies rose to 
103.5. the highest since the 
beginning of 1991, up from 
101.7 before the Budget. 

“The tax changes in the 
Budget will have a negligible 
impact on the economy. The 
Chancellor has handed the re- 
sponsibility - and the blame - for 
managing the economy on to 


Eddie George." said Adam Cole. 
UK economist at James CapeL 

Mr Brown said yesterday 
that he wanted a stable and 
competitive pound. “I wanted 
to mitigate the pressure on 
exporters,” he said 

He said the Budget had set 
in place a framework for long- 
term stability which would boost 
investment. The new rules for 
government borrowing were 
extremely tough. 

“When people look in detail 
at the figures they will recognise 
it as a significant fiscal tighten- 
ing," Mr Brown said. He added 
that the reduction in mortgage 
interest tax relief and increase 
in stamp duty would stabilise the 
housing market. 

However, many economists 
disagreed with this claim. David 
Miles, professor of economics at 
Imperial College, said: “There 
must be a lot of very relieved 
estate agents. If he was trying to 
put the brakes on the housing 
market, this won't do it.” 


Fresh evidence on the buoy- 
ancy of the service sector of the 
economy boosted the expecta- 
tion that the Bank will take 
action vety soon to prevent a 
full-blown consumer boom. 

The newly established survey 
of services by the Chartered 
Institute of Purchasing and 
Supply, showed that activity 
remained very strong last 
month, although it bad slipped 
back from May's heights. 
Expectations for future business 
picked up in June. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry’s monthly survey of the 
high street showed a pick-up in 
activity in June. Apart from 
footwear and leather goods 
retailers, all sectors reported an 
increases in sales from a year 
earlier and said they expected 
a further improvement. 

Alis tair Eperon, chairman 
of the CBTs distributive trades 
panel, said: “At first glance, 
the Budget seems unlikely to 
upset these expectations." 


Sameena Ahmad 


Some of the UK’s biggest over- 
seas earners were up in arms 
yesterday over the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer’s plans to 
abolish foreign income divi- 
dends. SmithKluie Beech am, 
BAT Industries, Glaxo Well- 
come, RTZ and Reckitt and 
Colman were among those ob- 
jecting to the Budget proposals 
which expose companies mak- 
ing substantia] non-UK profits 
to a double taxation hit after 
April 1999. 

Privately some even raised 
the possibility of moving their 
domicile outside the UK. An- 
alysts estimated the move, 
which could cost UK companies 
more than £400m a year, would 
lead to a sharp increase in tbe 
number of companies choosing 
to pay their dividends as “Fids" 
before the 1999 deadline. 

Hugh Collum, finance direc- 
tor of the SmithKIine Beecham 
drug giant, which makes in excess 


of 90 per cent of its earnings from 
outside the UK and pays half its 
total dividend as a FicCsaid yes- 
terday the move could force 
some companies to leave the UK 
“It is a possibility. It is an alter- 
native if this proposal goes 
through. It is one of those issues 
that SmithKIine Beecham has 
considered," he said. 

Mr Collum said he would lob- 
by Labour to modify its plans. 
“We would have expected the 
Government to put a cap on 
Fids, so that companies which 
make, say, over 40 per cent over- 
seas can still pay dividends in 
this way. I hope we will find 
some way to compromise on this 
issue." 

Michael Prideaux, a spokes- 
man for BAT said: “This is com- 
pletely inequitable. I can't 
believe that a supposedly pro- 
business government wants to 
penalise UK companies. We will 
be arguing our corner. There 
are a lot of companies affected.” 
RTZ, the world's biggest min- 


ing group and based in London, 
was known to be deeply un- 
happy and Glaxo Wellcome 
said it was “disappointed” and 
would “make our views known". 
David Saltmarsh, company sec- 
retary at Reckitt and Colman. 
said: “We have until 1999. This 
is a double taxation on our over- 
seas profits." 

The upset about the abolition 
of Fids, which were introduced 
by Norman Lament when he 
was Chancellor in the early 
1990s. reflects their “use" as a 
way for companies to avoid 
pacing unrecoverable tax. Fids, 
which can only be paid by com- 
panies with significant non-UK 
earnings, allow companies to 
offset die Advance Corporation 
Tax (ACT) they pay on divi- 
dends against their mainstream 
UK tax bill. For companies 
which make relatively low prof- 
its in the UK and so have a small 
mainstream tax bill, accumu- 
lated ACT hits earnings. 

Fids do not incur ACT and so 


Holiday is over for companies’ pension schemes 


Roger Trapp 


Pension contribution holiday's 
are set to be abandoned by many 
leading companies in response 
to the Chancellor s abolition of 
the tax credit on dividends. 

With the corporate sector 
due to put up £9bn to £10bn 
over the next 10 years to cover 
the predicted shortfall, actuar- 
ies report that many finance 
directors are asking ii they are 
going to have to restart or in- 
crease contributions earlier 
than they thou ght. 

Though most FTSE 100 com- 
panies contacted by 77 le hide - 


pendent yesterday said it was too 
early to say what they would do, 
analysts at BZW suggested be- 
fore the Budget that among the 
companies likely to be hardest 
hit by the widely predicted 
changes would be British Steel, 
ICI, Rolls-Royce, British Tele- 
com and British Aerospace. 
Martin Slack, senior partner of 
actuaries Lane Clark & 
Peacock, said yesterday that 
companies from all sectors were 
concerned and had started to 
contact the firm. 

BT expects to have to top up 
its pension fund, while the Post 
Office suggested it might have 


to increase the price of stamps 
to cover an increase in contri- 
butions. But drug? companies 
Zeneca and Glaxo Wellcome, ofl 
company Shell Transport and 
Trading and supermarkets 
group Asda said their funds were 
adequately funded for the im- 
mediate future. 

The Post Office, which could 
see £lbn knocked off tbe £I2bn 
value of its two funds, would not 
rule out an increase in the price 
of postage stamps as a result of 
the ACT move. It is seeking a 
meeting with the Department of 
Trade and Industry about how it 
can meet the cost, which it will 


find difficult despite recording 
record profits of £5 77m last 
year. British Telecom, which had 
a fSOOra surplus in 1995, is also 
expected to have to put further 
ra^h into its £20bn pension fund. 

The claims of shortfalls in 
pension funds brought a robust 
response from Alistair Dar- 
ling, Chief Secretary to the 
Treasury. “It is not unexpected 
that the National Association of 
Pension Funds and others 
would pile in if any change at 
all were made in the system of 
taxation," he said. 

Mr Darling claimed the com- 
bination of abolishing the div- 


idend tax credit and cutting cor- 
poration tax would boost in- 
vestment and profits and allow 
companies to make higher pen- 
sion contributions, while the 
Chancellor, Gordon Brown, 
said: “The pension funds have 
very big surpluses. Indeed many 
companies have got pension 
holidays at the moment.” 

The reduction in tax on prof- 
its from 33 to 31 per cent was 


an “attempt to sugar the pill 
said one financial adviser, bu 


said one financial adviser, but 
its benefits were far outweighed 
by the 1 J to 2 per cent addition 
to wage costs that companies 
seeking to maintain pension 


funding would have to meet. Thx 
experts have also repeated sug- 
gestions that the move, which 
the Treasury says will raise 
more than £5bn a year, will re- 
duce rather than increase in- 
vestment by diverting funds. 

Organisations with final- 
salary schemes will be legally 
obliged to increase contribu- 
tions to meet existing and future 
liabilities. But a further move 
away from final-salary schemes 
to money-purchase plans is 
widely predicted. 

Additional reporting by Sarah 
Gillinson and Tntpty PaleL 
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ing. A Stock Exchange analysis 
last autumn showed the business 
was generally unprofitable. 

John Whiting, a partner at 
Price Waterhouse, said: “Thus 
new move is flagged us block- 
ing a loophole but lhe net ef- 
fect is penal. Market-making is 
not very profitable, and this will 
make ii even less so." 

The Inland Revenue was 
contacted by several concerned 
banks yesterday, all seeking 
further clarification of the “tax 
leakage" measure. 

The unexpected move, con- 
tained in a press notice issued 
after Gordon Brown’s Budget 
on Wednesday, ends the tax ex- 
emption on dividends on shares 
held by dealers. From Budget 
day. dividends will be treated for 
tax purposes as part of their 
trading profits, and liable to tax. 

This will yield £500m directiv 
by April 2u01. However, indi- 


rect hisses due to the Budget 
could be much greater. ’ 

“This could cost the banks up 
to £ibn," ftiul Wopshottijm- . 
other partner with Price W&- 
1 or house, one of. the higgefr 
accountancy firms in lhe uw 
said yesterday. • ■ • 

Some trader* will have con- 
tracts based on underlying div- 
idend flows on shares they 
not hold. Some analysts sug* 
gested this helped explain the 
surge in the stock market yes*'-, 
ter dav. as some banks rushed HF 


led rici 


bv 


buy the underlying shtrresp 
hedging this liability. -t. 

Anthony Ruslu a senior maPi . 
ager at accountancy firm Coop^ 
ers & Lybrand, said: “Toe?? 
measures introduced by thSV. 
Chancellor fundamentally 
change the manner m which IfltP 
dividends in the hands ufsect£ 
ritics traders are treated." . "r 
Comment, page 2 3 s -. 
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allow companies to top up their Phil Collins. UK equity analyst ■-?. :.<) i { } ; ) s 

UK dividends without damag- at James Capel. said: "These 

ing their earnings growth. Abol- companies will either now dis- r 

ishing Fids will force companies appear from the UK alrogetH*^ y 

which want to maintain their er or will start paving fids 50 that ( - , " 

level of dividend growth to pay investors will accept a lower ’• 




level of dividend growth to pay 
more ACT or could lead to cut 
in dividends. The companies 
hardest hit will be thosesuch as 
Lasmo, BTR and RTZ which 
use Fids extensively. 

Paul WopsbotL, tax expert at 
Price Waterhouse, said: “Gor- 
don Brown’s move brings the 
whole ACT problem back to 
square one. It will be criminal 
if any company that can do it 
does not now start paying fids.” 


el of UK dividends biter". T, “ . 

Though most observers ar£ 1 
gued that leaving the UK w£r.~ 
the “nudear option” and mayin^' _ 
cur prohibitive costs, it is likdr . _ 
to be used as an argument to . 
persuade chancellor Mr Browfl; . 
to change his decision. Accord 1 - - 
ing to Mr Saltmarsh: “If thertf ; 
is no other solution, if tbe gov- 
ernment remains unreasonable: ' 
it may be the Iasi resort.” 


Utility shares | 
bounce back ii 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Utility company share prices 
soared on the stock market 


yesterday, despite the heavier- 
than-predicted levy payments 


than-predicted levy payments 
for water and gas businesses, as 
dealers welcomed the confir- 
mation that the tax would be a 
“one-off". 

Only Hyder saw its shares 
marked down after Gordon 
Brown. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, landed the Welsh 
multi-utility with a bill of £2S2m, 
equivalent to a quarter of its mar- 
ket value. Directors of Hyder 
spent the day locked fu a 
financial review*. 

“Wc want to come to a con- 
clusion as soon as possible to slop 
speculation and rumour," said a 
spokeswoman. Analysis said it 
could raise the company's gear- 
ing levels to 170 percent. Hyder 
shares fell 14J5p lo 809p. 

The biggest gainers included 
the power generators, with 
National Power shares surging 
35.5p 10 569_5p. an increase of 
more than 6 per cent. Power- 
Gen’s share price ended 4I_5p 
higherai 77lp. Even BG, the re- 
named British Gas pipeline busi- 
ness which will haw to pay 
£51 3m to the Treasury, saw its 
share price rise 9p lo 238p. 

Angela Whelan, utilities 
analyst from Credit Lyonnais 


Laing. said: “The key thing is, 
not the scale of the tax. but thfi^y 
removal of uncertainty. It's now 7 
gone in a clean way and the 1 
Treasury won’t be coming*, 
back." 

Thames Water described its 1 
£23 Urn charge as “containable" ". 
David Luffrum, finance dir 21- 
eclor. said: "The windfall taxis 
not materially harmful: ThsT 
Government lias made clear u‘^" 
a one-off."Thames shares rose’ 


26p 10 766p. 

But the precise lax bill for 
companies, British Energy 
the airports operator 
remained shrouded m confusionr*' * 
BAA estimated its levy aft- 
between £70m and £100iflr . 
though some City caJcuhitinrrif- 
put it mudi lower. , 

Russell Walls, the finance' - 
director, said BAA would havfc j 
to wait for the publicarion of the 
Finance BUI on Monday 
finalise its bill. The eonfusteft' 
stemmed from the different a . 
nutation share prices in 19R7 
small investors and City" ■ 
institutions. f! ' ' 

Though BAA was pleased ' 
had a relatively small bill, 

Walls criticised the Treasury . , 
formula: “It doesn't strike me 
terrihly logleitl. I suppose they 
had to find some way of raisin^ 5 - . 
the money they needed hut the 1 
23 per cent figure seems a 
somewhat arbitrary number.” 
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Market-makers have reason to rue the Budget 




i- 

| I ^ PB 

I- The City stands to 
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Tt usually lakes a day or two for the full im- 
xpacr of a Budget to sink in, but eventual- 
ly the City tends to get the message. So it 
was surprising to see the slock market, hav- 
ing had a night to sleep on it, roaring awav 
yesterday in response to a Budget which on 
reflection is actually quite bad news for busi- 
ness and the City. 

Nobody had a credible explanation for 
why equities should want to do this. The abo- 
lition of tax credits on dividends reduces the 
yield on UK equities For pension funds from 
3.5 per cent to around 2.8 per cent, so log- 
ically the market should be falling. With 
another hike in interest rates just around the 
comer, the market perhaps ought actually 
to have been plummeting. 

Markets rarely behave in an entirely logi- 
cal way. however.. The fact that shares rose 
so strongly may have something to do with a 
little noticed anti-tax avoidance measure 
that Gordon Brown slipped into the Budget 
Agnin Lhis was a perverse response to this 
potentially very nasty little incendiary device, 
since all the talk in the City yesterday was that 
the move would cost investment h anks hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds in trading losses 
on top of the £5Q0m the Revenue has pen- 
cilled in for extra yield ewer the next five years. 

Most of the leading players were vehe- 
mently denying the scale of these losses yes- 
terday, but their words all rather lacked con- 
viction. A rather different story of panic was 
told by the growing number City calls to the 
Inland Revenue yesterday seeking “clarifica- 
tion”. The truth of the matter is that mast mar- 


ket makers have used their lax exempt status 
to flog complex long term equity options. 
Some of these have been used to back the 
“guaranteed’* returns offered by a number of 
retail funds, thus adding a sore dimension for 
small investors to the whole story. Others have 
been sold to wholesale investors. 

In pricing the option, market makers 
have tended!© factor in the payment of gross, 
rather than net dividends, with that loophole 
now- dosed, the option becomes worth up to 
20 per cent less than it was originally priced 
at and therefore incapable of delivering the 
promised return. Well have to await details 
next week to learn precisely bow these 
options have been hit by the new rules. 
Though stories of emergency meetings with 
the Bank of England might al Ibis stage seem 
premature, in a worst case scenario it won't 
be loo long before they become a reality. 

Whatever the case, the City stands to lose 
an important tax loophole worth rather more 
than £100m a year to its market makers. In 
a business which often struggles to make an 
adequate return, this could make the dif- 
ference between profits and losses. 

The stock market’s willingness to take the 
abolition of tax credits in its stride is also a 
curious one, for the effects of this move ore 
very far reaching. Over the next ten years 
£50bn is transferred from the stock market 
to the Government Since there is no such 
thing asa free lunch, that money has to come 
from somewhere. Pension holidays that 
would otherwise be taken by companies wfll 
have to be cancelled, previous surpluses will 


go unrealised and many companies will have 
to increase their contributions at a cost of 
up to 2 per cent of payroll a year. 

For those on personal pensions who 
behave responsibly and increase their con- 
tributions to make up the shortfall the mea- 
sure is equivalent to 2p on the rate of income 
tax. For the majority who don’t the effect 
is like a delayed tax, for they face rather 
lower benefits than they would otherwise 
have had. 

You can argue until the cows come home 
about the rights and wrongs of this move, 
and it would ill become us on the Indepen- 
dent, who urged the Chancellor to do it, to 
now argue Lhai he was wrong. Bui il certainly 
all fits rather uncomfortably with the new 
Government's aim of encouraging long 
term savings and thrift. For the stock mar- 
ket to be celebrating the whole thing really 
docs rather confirm the “senior Government 
source" who was recently quoted as saying 
“the markets are bonkers". 

A tough Budget but 
questions remain 

G ordon Brown's main claim about his first 
Budget was that it was aimed at im- 
proving the performance of the economy in 
the long-term. Just as he bad created a frame- 
work for monetary policy that would help de- 
liver economic stability, so he was doing the 
same thing for fiscal policy. Government bor- 
rowing would fail during the next five years, 


I meeting tough new rules. “It is very impor- 
tant to recognise that 1 am taking decisions 
for the long 10170," he insisted. 

If Mr Brown is genuinely resisting the 
temptation that afflicts most Chancellors, to 
manipulate the economy in the short term, 
he is to be applauded. Fine tuning of the 
economy via changes in tax and spending has 
been tried before and failed. It is not a pre- 
cise enough art to keep growth on a steady 
course, and besides, frequmn changes in the 
tax system create instability. 

There is at least one very good reason to 
suppose that Mr Brown is sincere in accept- 
ing this reasoning. Il is that he has handed 
operational control over ini crest rates to the 
R-mic of England. If unpopular measures 
need to he taken to cool the economy, the 
Bank can be blamed - and it is unlikely to 
shirk its duty. It is both a sensible move Ul 
economic terms and a very astute one 
politically. 

The Chancellor was also right to claim that 
it was a tough Budget, but the toughness does 
not stem from the tax increases he intro- 
duced. The £6bn headline figure for the 
increase in the lax burden this year includes 
£L6bn of windfall tax which will not in any 
real sense be money taken out of the econ- 
omy. It is not going id alter the level of eco- 
nomic activity by the privatised utilities. Most 
of the rest of the tax increase comes from the 
abolition of dividend tax credits, which will 
hit investment in the short term. Consumer 
spending this year, the likely boom rear. wQl 
he unaffected by the Budget. 


However, the Budget introduced a new 
element of toughness into public spending 
plans. Despite the headline increases in 
expenditure on health and education, they 
represent only an allocation of money 
already written in to the plans. There is a bit 
of truly additional expenditure via (he wel- 
fare io work programme. 

On the other hand, ihe Treasury has 
revised up iis forecast fur inflation next year 
without changing the cash spending total to 
compensate. The real expenditure growth 
outlined in yesier day's Budget is lower even 
than under Kenneth Clarke's ultra-lough 
plans. As Alistair Darting joked yesterday: 
*Troa Is the nicest word thev use about Gor- 
don and myself." 

This land of toughness is all about setting 
the public finances on a sustainable footing. 
As the Chancellor has pointed out, he 
inherited a douhk-d national debt and a level 
of government borrowing loo high for an 
economy operating at lull capacity. The 
PSBR is due to fall rapidly but so it should 
at this stage of the economic cycle. 

So all this is well und good and we 
shouldn't perhaps be inu critical of a Bud- 
get which matched these worthy aims which 
measures which stand a reasonable chance 
of fulfiling them. Bui if ihcre was dishon- 
esty in this Budget it was this - il was Gordon 
Brown's claim that with the boom now in 
full swing, he is shifting the balance between 
consumer and investment spending. If any- 
thing, his measures will alter the balance the 
other way. in the short term at least. 
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Electricity bills to 
drop by 12 per cent 


f.JS 



Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Household electricity bills are 
set to fall by 12 per cent from 
next April, the electricity watch- 
dog, Offer, said yesterday after 
power groups pass on cheaper 
£oal contracts and lower supply 
Rid distribution charges to 
consumers. 

Professor Stephen littlechild, 
the regulator, also gave details 
of a new price formula for next 
April’s staggered start of do- 
mestic power competition, 
which would give rival supplier 
and consumers a much clearer 
i^icatfion of the tariff structure, 
v In a consultation paper yes- 
terday Professor Litlfechad said 
the impact of the various re- 
ductions in costs would see av- 
erage domestic bills drop from 
£270 excluding VAT this year ti> 
£238 next year. He said there 


could be further cuts in tariffs 
from some companies under the 
cun-ent price regime before 
April, though charges would 
vary between the 14 regional 
suppliers across the UK 

A large chunk of the foil 
would come from the expiry of 
high -price coal contracts signed 
before the privatisation of 
British Coal, which would feed 
through to lower generation 
prices. Generation accounts for 
more than haif of domestic 
bills. Another important factor 
was the existing price cap on 
regional distribution networks, 
which accounts for around 30 
per cent of bills.' 

In a significant innovation' 
Offer said the new price formula 
proposed for the electricity sup- 
ply market, the part of regional 
power companies' businesses 
which are to be opened to com- 
petition, would for the first time 


impose maximum tariffs pub- 
lished at the start of each year. 

Bui Professor Littlechild did 
not estimate the savings from 
competition, which are a mat- 
ter of intense debate in the in- 
dustry. The supply element 
accounts for just 6 per cent of 
bills. Earlier this week Mike 
Hughes, chief executive of Mid- 
lands Electricity, warned it was 
"difficult to see how immediate 
price cuts will occur without 
cherry picking". 

As competition emerges 
from next April, Offer said 
suppliers would be able to com- 
pare tariffs for different groups 
of consumers. The new charg- 
ing - structure would remain 
fixed throughout theyear. Un- 
der the existing regime com- 
panies calculate their tariffs 
but- can recover any revenues 
lost if they get their estimates 
wrong at toe end of toe year. 



New formula: Professor Stephen Littlechild will impose maximum tariffs 


Thames chairman 
given 64% pay rise 


Chris Godsmark 


Sir Robert Clarke. toe chairman 
of Thames Witter, received a 64 
per cent pay rise last year, 
giving him a hike in his remu- 
neration package of almost 
£100,000. 

The group's annual report 
and accounts also showed that 
Bill Alexander, Thames' man- 
aging director, was awarded a 
40 per cent pay rise. The infor- 
mation landed on shareholders' 
doorsteps the day after the 
Chancellor's windfall levy left 
toe company with a £231m ad- 
ditional tax bill. 

The report revealed that the 
basic salary of Sir Robert, 6S, 
increased by £90.000 to 
£233,600 in the year to the end 
of March 1997. With other 
benefits included, his total pay 
rose by £96,000 to £247,000, 
though he has not taken part in 
toe annual bonus scheme. 

: ‘ Mr Alexander saw his pay 
package increase from 
£161,000 to £226.000, including 


a £33,000 bonus. His pension 
fund was also given a £1 10.000 
boost, reflecting the increase in 
his basic pay, a move which 
Thames said was made through 
a charge on iis profit and loss 
account. 

Thames said the increases fol- 
lowed the departure of Michael 
Hoffman as chief executive in 
March 1996 and toe decision to 
make Sir Robert a full-time 
executive chairman. Trevor 
Newton, the former managing 
director, also retired soon 
afterwards. Mr Alexander, who 
was already running toe core 
utility operation, took on part 
of Mr Newton’s role. 

David Luffrura, finance 
director, said: “We've now got 
two people doing what was 
previously done by three. The 
chairman and managing direc- 
tor were effectively promoted.'* 
Mr Luffrum’s pay rose by 3.4 
per cent, an increase which toe 
group' said reflected “perfor- 
mance and previous market in- 
formation on pay levels". 


Prism 
to shed 
another 
600 jobs 


Andrew Yates 



Prism, (he AIM-listed rail group 
which runs train services in 
South-east England and South 
Wales, is to make at least an- 
other 600 rail workers redun- 
dant within toe next year. It has 
already laid off 300 employee* 
since being awarded four rail 
franchises by the government as 
part of the controversial pri- 
vatisation of British Rail, re- 
ducing its workforce to 3.600. 

Giles Feamley, chief execu- 
tive of Prism, said yesterday: 
“Our staff levels will fall further. 
As a rule of thumb the rail in- 
dustry will probably reduce 
staff by about 25 percent. Our 
* J I [ , own reduction will be in line 
with this. At LTS {London 
i ..Tilbury and Southend (staff re- 
- 1 ' {^factions could be as high as 30 
per cent." Prism employs 600 
people on the LTS line, 

A spokesman for the Rail 
Maritime and Transport Union, 
which represents more than 
60,001) rail workers, said: 
are extremely unhappy that they 
are shedding slaff. We will take 
toe matter up with toe company 
to assess if they are making un- 
necessary redundancies." 

. The announcement will uaa 

u> the controversy tout has 
dogged the group since Mr 
Feamley and nine other 
founder members of Prism 
amassed S million free shares, 
Ufoenllv worth more than 
£23m, under a controvenual 
share ratchet system which 
awarded them a big parcel ot 
shares every time they won a 
new franchise. Prism only ended 
the scheme after pressure from 
ii5 institutional shareholders. Mr 
Feamley was paid a salary ot 
EUKUNII last year but has de- 
cided to forego a new snare 
ration package- , . 

“I haw not been awarded any 
share options in Prism- IV,r 
FcamJev said yesterday. “1 [ 
own l million shares and relt 
that was enough incentive to do 
well." . . 

Prism announced maiden 
profits of £6.9m for the H 
months to March before a re- 
structuring cost of £ 12.4m to 
cover redundancy payments. 
Investment column, page -® 


BAA pays £4 06m for 

US duty-free giant 


Chris Godsmark 


BAA, toe owner of Heathrow 
and Gatwick Airports, yesterday 
announced a huge expansion of 
its duty-free retailing business 
through a $674m (£406m) 
takeover that elevates toe group 
into second place in the world* 
$20bn Lax-free shopping market. 

The agreed bid for Duty Free 
International (DFI) of Con- - 
necticuL, toe fmh-biggest duty 
and tax-free company, means re- 
tailing will account for up to 60 
per cent of BAAs revenues- The 
deal, which is also toe largest in 
BAA’s history, emphasises the 
group's transformation into a 
property and retailing business 
as it approaches its tenth an- 
niversary as a privatised com- 
pany later this month. , 

Though BAA had first ap- 
proached DFI last December, 
it waited to finalise the deal until 
itknew its windfall tax bfll. The 
lower-than-expecied windfall 
levy of between £70m and 
£]00m left the group relative- 
ly unscathed, though BAA was 
forced to bring forward toe an- 
nouncement tty a week after 


DFI shares were suspended on 
rumours in New York. 

It will create a business with 
sales of more than Slbn and . 
around 9 per cen t of the global 
duty-free market. The leader is 
DFS, another US-based group 
owned. by the French luxury 
goods company LVMH, with 
about 13 per - cent. BAA pre- 
dicted the world market would 
expand by at least 15 per cent 
a year for several years. 

More toon half of DFTs sales 
were from in -fligh t and airport/ 
retafliqg, while a farther 36 per 
cent came frcun tax-free shop- 
ping outlets on the Canadian and 
Mexican borders' with toe US. 
DFI, which has 175 stores tod 

in 19&3 and grew rapifffyVoI- 
lowing its flotation in 1989. 

Sr John Egan. BAAs chief ex- 
ecutive, admitted the takeover 
was partly a move to defend the 
group’s duty-free interests after 
1999, when tax-free shopping on 
flights between European Union 
countries could be suspended It 
would also give BAAs operations 
greater strength to bid for Eu- 
ropean concessions, should the 


EU agree to let duty-free shop- 
ping continue. Most contracts 
come up for renewal on 30 June 
1999. 

“There is a defensive quality, 
I have to - say, yes,” said Sr John. 
Describing the possible aboli- 
tion of intra-EU duty-free sales 
as a “crisis*’, be predicted toe 
concession would remain after 
heavy lobbying from operators. 

The offer values DFI shares 
at S24, a 19 per cent premium 
to the dosing price on I July. 
BAA said DH investors speak- 
ing for 43 per cent of toe com- 
pany had given' irrevocable 
undertakings to accept the deal. 

Sir John said BAA had iden- 
tified cost savings of £15m over 
three years from the deal, 
largely through tougher pur- 
chasing power. He said there 1 
was no overlap between the two 
operations tod no job losses 
were planned. Fbur senior DFI 
executives had been given con- 
tracts to slay with the gronp for 
three years. 

BAA will pay for DFI from 
existing resources, setting part 
erf the cost against a £260m bond 
issue in January 1996. 


Arbitrator may review 
Railtrack’s charges 


Randeep Ramesh 

Tra nsport Correspondent 

Railtrack. the owner of the 
nation’s track, signalling and 
stations, is likely *> have its 


track access cnaiges iwiww-, 
on independent arbitrator after 
complaints from train operat- 
ing companies that perfor- 
mance payments art too high. 

Railtrack has been targeted 
by train operators after its ac- 
counts revealed bonus payments 
of £29m for last year because it 
had exceeded paforomnee tar- 
gets. That compared mth a 
£43 ra penalty the year before. 

Connex South C entral, 
which runs services in Surrey. 
Sussex and south London, be- 
lieves toe benchmark year for 

the performance regime was set 
too low. This has meant Cannes 

ty in g charged far more than it 


expected. The company, owned 
by French grant Generate des 
Kan*, has appointed a legal 
team to examine the possibility 
of taking action. Although toe 
number of minutes lost to train 
delays has improved by 38 per 
cent. Conuex has paid out 
nearly £10m mare to Railtrack 

Al present, the two sides are 
twitting through toe disputes 
resolution committee - an in- 
ternal railway body designed to 
prevent disputes escalating. 

“Vfeare in discussions at the 
moment and want to get it 
sorted ont at quickly as 
possible,*' said a spokeswoman 
for Railtrack. “Conner South 
Central have expressed a view 
about the details of a contrac- 
tual arrangement with us and 
have indicated an intention to 
seek changes within that.'" 

However, senior sources at 


the train company said that “if 
there is no movement we will go 

the whole way”. 

What has augend many rail- 
way executives is that Railtrack 
managed to extract a “supple- 
mentary access charge" worth 
£75m in 1996. Although this 
dwindles to zero in 2001, Rail- 
track’s prospectus said that 
directors “do not believe that 
improvements [in performance] 
will besuffidenl to match the re- 
ductions in the supplements". 

Industry sources say the 
problem is that the yardstick 
year chosen was 1994 - a par- 
ticularly bad year for toe 
railways whose performance 
could easily be exceeded. Tom 
VKnson a leafing railway tawya; 


coaid not settle the matter wito 
Railtrack it could simply start 
arintration proceedings. 
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£5bn Lockheed deal 
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creates defence goliath 
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David Usbome 

New York 

and Chris Godsmark 

London 


The frenzy of consolidation 
that has gripped the United 
States defence industry since the 
dose of the Cold War reached 
a new pitch yesterday as Lock- 
heed Martin announced it was 
to buv Northrop Grumman for 
SS.3bn (£5bn). 

If it escapes the radar of the 
competition watchdogs in 
Washington, the deal wflj forge 
a global goliath with a workforce 
of almost a quarter of a million 
and annual sales in the region 
of S37bn. 

It also puts the fragmented 
European defence industry un- 
der further pressure to consol- 


idate. British Aerospace, which 
has pioneered the drive to con- 
solidate Europe's warring man- 
ufacturers into little more than 
a single player, said the deal was 


a timely reminder of the need 
to move faster. 

While experts saw consider- 
able logic m the strategy of 
Lockheed Martin, there was 
also widespread shock. 
Northrop Grumman had stated 
repeatedly over recent months 
that it intended remaining in- 
dependent. 

By virtue of the few players 
that will be left, it will probably 
be the last of the mega-raeigers 
in the US defence industry. 
Almost certainly, it was driven 
by proposed acquisition of Mc- 
Donnell Douglas by Boeing. 
That deaL which is worth S14bn, 
received US government ap- 
proval only this week but re- 
mains under scrutiny by the 
European Commission. 

Both Lockheed Martin and 
Northrop Grumman are them- 
selves recent products of the ex- 
traordinary consolidation rush. 
The former was created by the 
merger of Lockheed and Mar- 


tin Marietta in 1995, while the 
latter is the fruit of the 1994 
marriage of Northrop Corp 
and Grumman Corp. 

There has been a joke in de- 
fence circles for some time that 
soon there would be just three 
defence rivals in the US: 
“McBoeing". “LockMartin" 
and “Ray Hughes". The latter 
is a composition of Raytheon, 
which is itself in the process of 
ingesting the Hughes Electron- 
ics division of General Motors. 

“Lockheed Martin and 
Northrop Grumman have been 
leaders in consolidating the 
aerospace industry, and we are 
now taking the next logical step 
in combining together to shape 
the future." said Lockheed's 
chairman. Norman Augustine. 
The deal is set to be closed by 
the end of the year. 

By comparison, the progress 
towards consolidation among 
Europe’s defence and aero- 
space companies has been 


painfully slow. Despite the urg- 
ings of Sir Richard Evans, 
BAe’s chief executive, national 
governments have been unable 
to agree terms towards the aim 
of using the Airbus consortium 
as the template for a wider de- 
fence rationalisation. 

BAe has remained caught be- 
tween its continued interest in 
bidding for CEC, which will 
next week outline its long-term 
strategy, and the bigger prize of 
cross-border mergers. 

A BAe spokesman said yes- 
terday: “This only serves to re- 
mind us in Europe that we 
really need to get on with things. 
We would all like to move 
faster, though US businesses 
have the advantage of all being 
in the same country with the 
same rules." 

The Pentagon has been can- 
did about encouraging the re- 
cent spate of mergers on the 
grounds that they would offer 
better pricing at a time when 
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On the defensive: The Industry behind planes such as the F-14 Tomcat has had to regroup since the and of the Cold War 


procurement programmes are 
on the decline. Both companies 
yesterday said they bad had in- 
formal contacts with the Pen- 
tagon about the deaL 
The likely reaction of com- 
petition officials is far less sure, 
however. This week, for in- 
stance, regulators definitively 
blocked a giant merger in the of- 
fice supply sector between the 


Staples and Office Depot stores. 
Among analysts welcoming yes- 
terday's deal was Jon Kutler of 
Quarter Deck Investment Part- 
ners. Pointing out that both 


Lockheed and Northrop had 
been consistently bidding for the 
same contracts reccntiy, he 
said: "You would have thought 
if Lockheed wanted to do this 
deal it would have done it a few 
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years ago and taken a com- 
petitor out of the marketplace. 
This is an obvious fit." 
Lockheed, based in Maryland, 


is best known for producing the 
F-16 fishier iet, the C-I30 lift 


F-16 fighter jet, the C-I30 lift 
plane ami the F-l 17 stealth fight- 
er. Northrop, which is in Cali- 
fornia, builds the B-2 Stealth 
bomber and the F-I8 fighter jet 
as well as some parts of the Boe- 


ing 777, 757 and 767 jetliners. 
Lockheed Martin has had an es- 
pecially good run recently, soar- 
mg, for example, the contract to 
build the next generation of 
space shuttles. 

In May, it strengthened its ties 
with Northrop by joining forces 
with it to bid tor the contract to 
bu2d the Joint Strike Fighter for 
the US Air Force. 





IN BRIEF 

Cigarette firms settle lawsuit for $3 bn 


Four cigarette companhw, including the UKs BAT Industries, 
have settled a lawsuit brought by the state of Mississippi for more 
than $3bn (£1-Sbn). The deal will guarantee that the state will 
still receive its share of last month'slandmark S368bn agreement 


with the industry even if the agreement fails to gain Federal 
approval. The companies will pay Si 70m by 15 July and L7 per 
cent of last month's global deal. Further payment will start at 
$68m next year, rising to Sl36m from the sixth year. As well as 
BAT, Philip Morris, RJR Nabisco and Loews are covered by the 
settlement, which averts the need for a trial to recover the costs 
of treating smokers, which was due to begin next week. However, 
Florida said it would continue with a triaL due to begin on 4 August, 
to recover Slbn of the alleged costs of the state Medicaid health 
insurance from the tobacco industry. 


Heron to spend £80m on development 
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the land, will be £S0m. In Mav Heron said it would spend ilQQm 
to develop another 190,000 square foot site in the G'tv. “Wc are 
making good progress in meeting our objective of building one 
of Europe's leading properly groups," said Mr Ronson. who has 
spent £500m in the past seven months cm several leisure-based 


spent £500m in the past seven montits cm several leisure-based 
projects in Europe. Heron said the property at 40-66 Queen 
Victoria Street, dose to the Bank of England, had planning consent 
to build an office structure with 12,000 square foot floors and 
underground parking. Construction of the project, which does 
not yet hove a principal tenant, is expected to begin in early 1998 
and completion is scheduled for 1999. 
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CRH acquisitions total lr£48m 


CRH, the Irish building materials group, announced Ir£48ra of 
acquisitions and investments, offset by divestments of fr£39m. Rjur 
deals in North America earlier this year, ranging from glass 
tempering in Tbronto to an aggregates businesses in southern 
Colorado and northern New Mexico, came to a total of Irf 22 nv 
An Ir£13m investment programme has begun at Irish Cement, 
while acquisitions and investments in Holland and Belgium came 
to Ii£13ra. Sales in the first six months of 1997 include surplus 
assets of the US Tricon business acquired last year, road surfac- 
ing operations in South-east England and half shares in a Dutch 
concrete additives operation and a German paving manufacturer. 
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ScottishPower sells Paperstream 


ScottishPower has sold Paperstream, one of the non-core busi- 
nesses owned by its subsidiary, Southern Water, to Hays, the busi- 
ness services group, for £ 11.8m. Paperstream. which provides 
invoicing and payment processing services, was originally part of 
Southern Water's billing department. In the year to March 1997, 
Paperstream made pre-tax profits of £1.2m on sales of £14.7m, 
up 48 per cent on the year before. Southern Witer has so far raised 
more than £24m from its divestment programme. 


One 2 One signs up 80,000 customers 


One 2 One, the mobile phone company which is jointly owned 
by Cable & Wireless and US West, lured 80,000 net new customers 
between April and June, second only to Orange, which said at 
the beginning of the week it had attracted 86,000 new customers. 
Vodafone dropped back to last place in the growth stakes, adding 
just 53,000 net new customers. One 2 One’s figures represent an 
increase of 167 per cent over the same period last year. The 
company said yesterday it had increased its share of the total UK 
market for mobile phones from 7.2 per cent in June last year to 
9 5 per cent this year. 


Management buys BWAT coach business 


Barr & Wallace Arnold Trust sold its Wallace Arnold coach tour 
travel business to its management for a sum “in excess of £40m". 
The company had been in talks to sell the division to Shearings, 
the former coaches division of Rank, but in May it threw the bid 
open and invited other offers. Staff had protested about the posable 
sale to Shearings, and look out a full-page advertisement in the 
ybrkshire Post saying that shareholders would not be getting value 
for money if BWAT talked to only one bidder. The £40m BWAT 
has accepted from management, which had the backing of 3i, is 
believed to be more than the price offered by Shearings. 




Borthwicks in takeover talks 


Bo rth wicks, the company which manufactures food and drink 
flavours, announced yesterday it was in talks with a number of 
parties. Borthwicks said the discuss ions may or may not-lead to 
a bid being made for the company. At the AGM. Peter 
Brackenridge, chairman, said trading during the first quarter had - 
been satisfactory and was comfortably ahead of the same quar-i; 
ter last year. 


Abolition of stamp duty 


Our report yesterday on the abolition of stamp duty said that the 
increase to 1 .5 per cent on property purchases over £250,000 and 
2 per cent above £500,000 would not apply to contracts exchanged 
before 8 July, when the new measures are expected to become 
law. in fact the cut-off dale for exchange of contracts was on Budget 
day, 2 July. Completions taking place after that date will avoid 
the new increases only if contracts were exchanged before the 
Budget announcement. 
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Reports of futures casualties cause 


Yet another extraordinary 
session with Footsie, in heavy 

trading, swinging from an earty 
62.6 points loss to a 112 gain 
and ending with an 803 plus 
at a 4*831.7 peak. 

It was a day of swirling 
rumours with claims that some 
leading players had suffered 
huge losses in the whirlpool of 
the futures market. 

The dramatic surge 
turnover -with Seaq 
13 billion shares - 
the theory of desperate buying 
by desperate dealers. 


it was later refined to a £600m 
disaster for one house. 

The rumour mill also 
churned out the Story that an 
investment bank had trooped 
along to the Bank of England 
to ask for assistance in handling 

ilS And^Gordoo Brown added Ihc City's hngely»mpUcat«J 

to the turmoil. Slipped quietly derivatives industry had not 



MARKET REPORT 


t«™i»flk)St7plol333pfol- ait’s been a go-go time for 
was dominated by retailers . J^?]cSpo oolc,buythe J° hnson Fry’s two 

-Tj .,«;»;»;«* the former en- towing JU. ^ hel( j by An- investment trusts, known 

simply as one and two. In 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 



three months assets per 
share have grown from 
125.95p to 13233p Tor the 
JF number one trust and 

for 


m 


among his Budget measures 
was the removal of dividend tax 
relief on shares held for trad- 
ing purposes. The shock move 
will cost the securities indus- 
try at least £500m this year but 


been taken on board by West- 
minster when framing the 
measure. 

Such a chaotic backdrop 
made a nonsense of traditional 
trading. By common consent 
the market would open lower; 
it did - and then, to the as- 
tonishment of many, soared. 


as foreign investors jumped in 
because of London's growing 
appeal merely piled on the 
agony. 

Second and third liners 
f, under- 


Judgct and die later retarea 5^ dropped this week 
by the scale of the windfall tax. Slftnice »sl55p- 
} Tfesco led the way with a j2p ho pnee ^ secunty s 
suree to 4063p. followed by _ t0 4 725p as mc Jr ““mow 11 

lSfltrack,up53pto685p. At International from 116.96p to I23.78p for 

one time financials were the m*#® *i55i the second trust. Shares of 

stare. Then came the stories of 

derivatives distress. Rsurtays 117 >n a w — . -(i - ■ 

hadto settle for a 263p gam 6 p to 1173p^ cc w 7 s p in Augustto lJ3p^d 

P™* tL shai« were float- the second gomg from «p 

£ 3 - 42 m. 1 Be SDiu t iaK to 103p. The response this 

week to the utilities tax 


5 

i 

Ef 

7* 


-v 

W ^ 7 C S 5 saIvage softened the two have responded, 

• tow. Pre-tax with the first trust up from 


after being up 91 p. 

The fallers were mostly the 
great and the good of British 
industry, hit by sterlings 


£3 42m. ine sn*u» . 

Slat ^inA ^ 1995 ' 3 " 11 


went on to hit 286p. 


should add to the JF 


The sheer volatility of perhaps much m ore. A nd 
Footsie in the past few weeks more importantly, it appears to 

has been a nightmare for de- have left many of tne more spread prompted some straimsis to 

rivative players, big and small : sophiiicated, bespoke den^j* 5 t h?cash market withoften pull back their Footsie forecast. 
It would not be surprising tf tive contracts of blue chips. Dresdncr Klehwon Benson is 

heavy losses have been suffered forcing shares lo be purchased Q f ACT keeping its year-end estimate at 

in the futures minefield tohalance Je nsk.^ 5 j 0 gS* v J aU but Lehman 

jsrssstsst^ ssss- 
ga»«a-s-5 tgxxsr*""' 

*SiES£SSS 2 & S5S 5kSy--«— 


again missed the party, 
lining the blue-chip turmoil. 

S&asa -^ ?S S3 “ 

S TE5^- 5 — OAmld yestentaj's ■!*» 

prompted some strategists to “(^cral Electric CO was .<,16.49 per 


Goveit with 4300. 

The blue-chip leader board 


one of the few industrials to 
buck the trend. But its progress 
was put dawn to the departure 
of finance director, David 
Newlands, which is seen as the 
latest development paving the 
way for the merger with British 
Aerospace. 


^ Brent International, the 
16.49 per Arnold chemical group, attracted 

some intri^ing deals. The 

ft had accepted a shares climbed off Ihco- 12 - 
lLI K.rv-out bid of 


management buy-out bid 

^rethan £40m for its leisure 
Im? The buy-oal price » 
near B&WA’s market cap- 
italisation. 


month low, gaining 4p to 
74p. On trading 
considerations they seem 
underpriced and a bidder 
could be tempted. 
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Property sector a Budget winner 


T he property and building sectors 
«wc moving in differcntSraaioiB 
yesterday as investois reacted to 
Wednesday's Budget The general view 
was that the changes announced by the 
Chancellor. Gordon Brown, were almost 
unalloyed good news for property com- 
panies, but less good for construction and 
building materials shares. So while 
Land Securities, one of the UK’s biggest 
property groups, basked as its shares 
rocketed up 53p to 924.5p. RMC. a big 
aggregates producer, was in the dol- 
drums. drooping 37p to 934p. 

As the share price charts show, part 
of yesterday’s reaction merely reflects 
relief that analysts' w orst fears were not 
realised. Wild rumours have been run- 
ning around the properly sector since 
the beginning of J une that stamp duty 
was about to rise from 1 per cent to as 
much as 6 per cenL As it happened, the 
graduated 1.5 and 2.0 per cent bands 
announced will raise property trans- 
action costs from 2.75 per cent to a max- 
imum 3.75 percent. 

More importantly, the decision to 
abolish institutional tax credits is be- 
ing seen by analysts as likely to redi- 
rect large amounts of City money into 
the property sector. Even before the 
Budget- survey evidence suggested 
more than £3bn of institutional funds 
were seeking a home in the property 
market. The argument now runs that, 
with the yield on the FT All Share in- 
dex in effect dropping from 3 J to 2.8 
per cenL the average initial yield of 7.9 
per cent on direct property investment 
looks even more attractive. 

Of course, property companies' div- 
idends will be caught up in the ACT 
backdraft. but if institutional cash 
starts flowing into the sector, property' 
values will inevitably rise. Companies 
w ith quality assets in London and the 
South-east, such as British Land and 
Brixton Estates, should do well as a 
result, although observers underline the 
need For selection. Those who want a 
more direct stake in the commercial 
property market should look aL unit- 
linked pooled investment funds, al- 
though liquidity can be a problem. 

Fears of a “gravel tax" hit aggregates 
producers such as RMC. Redland and 
Tarmac, but until the details of any Gov- 
ernment move are known, the" share 
price falls are just shots in the dark. 

Elsewhere. observers poured scorn 
on the Chancellor's rhetoric about the 
threat from an overheating housing 
market, suggesting the stamp duty 
changes and the cut in mortgage in- 
terest relief from 15 to 10 per rent next 
year will do little to dampen demand. 
Kevin Cammack of Merrill Lvnch 


te The Investment Column 
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called such measures "utterly futile”. 

Investors are advised to await the 
outcome of next week’s Bank of Eng- 
land monetary' policy committee before 
committing large sums to the market. 

RM cashes in 
on IT revolution 

R M, the UK’s leading supplier of 
computer systems to schools and 
colleges, should be a big bene- 
ficiary from yesterday’s Budget. 
Gordon Brown's pledge to add £lbn 
to the funding of schools for a year from 
April 1998 and another £13bn from the 
windfall lax over the next five years to 
tackle repairs and bring IT up to date 
will mean more available cash for in- 
formation technology. Of the £21 bn 
that British schools currently have to 
spend each year, less than 1 per cent 
- £20flm - goes on IT. 

RM has muscled in on the obvious ar- 
eas of growth, supplying half the UK's 
secondary schools and rwo-fifihs of its 


primaiy schools 1 with computers and pop- 
ular educational software. One of its best 
products is SucressMaker. A government 
study showed that using it for just 15 min- 
utes a day for six months improved chil- 
dren’s maths skills three-fold. What’s 
more, RM continues to grab share 
from its only big rival. Exemplar, a joint 
venture between Apple and Acorn. 

One reason is the weakness of 
Exemplar’s package. The group still 
uses non-standard proprietary software, 
while RM offers the more" universal 
Microsoft system, compatible with 
educational publishers like Dorling, 
Kinders ley. and sells directly to schools, 
offering good back-up support. 

RM’s Internet service offers even 
greater potential. The group supplies 
more than half of the UK's secondary 
schools with dial-up Internet service's 
and a lucrative network connection 
which allows a whole classroom to use 
the Internet simultaneously. For use of 
the system, schools pay around £3,000 
a year, Mike Greig. finance director, 
reckons that. RM has more than two- 
thirds of the schools' Internet markcL 

Currcnlh' hefty telephone charges 


Property and construction: At a glance 
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are keeping the lid on growth, but an 
agreement nc tween BT and the cable 
groups on a cap of around £600 a year 
looks imminent. 

Floated at 175p in 1994. Budget eu- 
phoria lifted RM’s shares 55p to 
Sd2_5p yesterday, putting them on a for- 
ward multiple of 30 times. Obviously 
not cheap, but given the prospects they 
could Mill eo hieher. 


Prism on track 
for profits 

P rism Rail is one of a clutch of 
companies founded specifically to 
bid for the 25 rail operating 
companies sold off by the government 
as pan of the privatisation of British 
Rail. The shares steamed ahead after 
it floated cm the .Alternator Investment 
Market last year as rail fever spread 
among investors. The logic ran that the 
rail companies, like Rail track, were 
priced for a quick sale. 

But there has been a growing sus- 
picion that some of the companies are 
noL (he bargains they first appeared. 
In the clamour to win more franchises, 
some bidders may have pitched their 
demand for government subsidies too 
low, which could plunge them into the 
red. Prism has looked particularly at 
risk and its shares have nearly halved 
since peaking at 5S0p in January. 

While there is no doubt that Prism’s 
share price got ahead of itself, its slump 
looks harsh. So far its franchises arc 
doing well Passenger revenues grew 7 5 
per cent last year and are aw running 
up 9 per cent Innovations such as com- 
bined rail and bus links, new rail cards 
and extra commuter services have 
proved a hit. And Prism is still brim- 
ming with new ideas: station lighting 
and security cameras are next on its list 
of improvements. It has also struck a 
good deal leasing 44 new trains and it 
now plans a £l5~m refit of old stuck, 
which should help passenger growth. 

Prism made a profit of £ft.9m in the 
14 months to March, before a £Il4m 
charge to cover inevitable redundancy 
casts. Of course, so far it has done the 
easy hit. improving services which had 
been sadly neglected for years. It 
could find it harder going if the econ- 
omy falters, which invariably means a 
tail off in rail passenger numbers. And 
profits will be lumpy as subsidies de- 
cline. Even so, the shares, up 2Qp at 
300p, look good value on a forward pic 
ratio of IS. assuming anahsts' profit fore- 
casts of £15m are realised this year. 


An armadillo has taken 
control of the economy 
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Gordon Brown’s on arma- 
dillo - official. 

Accountancy firm BDO 
Stoy Hayward launched a 
Budget web site on the Inter- 
net this week to advise 
clients on the Budget’s ef- 
fects and included a ques- 
tionnaire for owner-managed 
businesses. 

The firm asked: “Consid- 
ering the Budget’s measures, 
has Chancellor Brown 
turned out to be (a) an ’Iron' 
chancellor, (b) a 1 m arshin al- 
tow' chancellor, or fcj an 
’armadillo' chancellor?" 

The result of this test as nf 
last night was 95 votes for ar- 
madillo. 55 for marshmallow 
and 45 for iron. So, the 
Chancellor's shaped like half 
a rugby ball and comes from 
South America. I knew it all 
along. 

There's another Gordon 
Brown who hasn't had quite 
so good a week: Gordon 
Brown the co-owner of Sun- 
day Business, the newspaper, 
whose company. Group 
2000. has gonc'beUy up. 

His dump truck to printers 
company was advertised for 
sale by receivers from 
Coopers & Lybrand this 
week. What will this mean 
for Sunday Business, which 
Mr Brown co-nwas with 
thirty-something entrepre- 
neur Luke Johnson? Which 
this space. 

Christopher Haskins, chair- 
man of Northern Foods, has 
been appointed by Dr David 
Clark. Chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaster, to chair 
the (joverunienl’s taskforce 
on better regulation. 

Hie taskforce is an inde- 
pendent panel set up u to 
advise the Government on 
action which improves the 
effectiveness and credibility 
of government regulation by 
ensuring that it is necessary, 
fair and affordable, and 
simple to understand and 
administer, taking account of 
the needs of small business 
and ordinary people”. 

Well, if it can do that, Mr 
Haskins will deserve a hered- 


itary peerage at the vciy 
least. 

Mr Haskins, 60. has 
worked for Northern Foods 
since 19ft! He's a member 
of the Round Table on Sus- 
tainable Development, the 
CBI Presidents Council and 
the Hampel Committee on 
Corporate Governance, so 
he's definitely one nf the 
"great and the good'’. He’ll 
need all his experience for 
his new job. however. 

You might mu think of the 
law as a ’’fast -moving good" 
but City law firm Nicholson 
Graham & Jones thinks oth- 
erwise. The firm has just 
chosen drinks specials! Andy 
Nash to advise it on strategic 
business issues and he says 
he is looking forward to 
bringing "a totally fresh 
approach and some hard- 
hitting ideas from the world 
of fast-moving goods" 

Mr Nash isan ex-maiuig- 
ing director at Taunton Cider 
and became managing 
director at Matthew- Clark 
Taunton when the latter 
bought the former. 

It will be fascinating to sec 
how a Square Mile law firm 
compares to a rider maker. 
The firm recently ‘advised 
Mohmncd A1 Fayed on the 
acquisition of Fulham Foot- 
ball Club, and Wumfcworth 
Borough Council on the 
redevelopment of Battersea 
Power Station us a giant 


cinema complex. No doubt 
NGJ’s senior partners will 
soon be scrumping for 
apples. 

Here's another unlikely con- 
nection between business 
and booze: Rio Tfnto’s new 
logo is red because “rio unto 
means wine-coloured river in 
Spanish and vino limn is red 
wine.” according to John 
Hughes, a spokesman for the 
company. ’‘It seemed logical 
tft select a rich, red-wine 
colour for our logo." he 
writes in the latest company 
in-house magazine. 

Bill Dscombe has seen a lot 
of water flow under the 
bridge since he took over 
Brown Shipley in l ‘191 in 
order to rescue the crisis-hil 
stockbroker. Last year he 
sold the company to. Mid- 
lands broker Albert b Sharp, 
and now be is .succeeding 
Simon Sharp as chairman. 

Mr Dncombe’s career 
before 1991 was in hanking. 
He says that when he joined 
Brown Shipley he found that 
“everyone was miserable 
because British monetary 
policy was being run to sat- 
isfy conditions for the HRM 
It was only with White 
Wednesday in September 
1W2 that people started u> 
make money instead of 
losing it all the rime." 

John WiHcock 
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77435 

56 
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102-143 

25208 
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125-145 

14413 
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Other Spot Rates 
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Country 
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Oofiar 

16833 

09994 

Nigeria 

143334 

85.1000 

207221 

123068 
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Pakistan 
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Portugal 
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Russia 
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South Africa 
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602211 

35.7650 

Taiwan 

469751 

278900 

05100 

03028 

UAE 

OB64 

36730 


Ghana 
Geese 
tnda 
Kuwait 

Forward rates quoted high to low are at a discount subtract from spot rate 
Rale quoted low to high are at a premium: add to spot rats 

'Dollar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest foreign exchange rates call 0891 123 3033. 

Calls ooet50p per minute. 
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Barron to 
get serious 
with Bluff 


Rating 

GREG WOOD 


The Stewards’ Cap at Good- 
wood and the Ayr Gold Cup a 
few weds later are probably the 
most fiercely competitive sprint 
handicaps of the season, and it 
takes a horse of unusual abili- 
ty to win both in the same 
year. Lochsong, who complet- 
ed the double as a three-year- 
old in 1992, soon developed into 
the best sprinter of her gener- 
ation, so there should be no 
need for pessimism when 
Coastal Bluff, winner of both 
events last season, malrr»s his 
long-awaited seasonal debut in 
the July Cup at Newmarket next 
week. 

David Barron, Coastal 
Bluff's trainer, might have opt- 
ed to run instead in a Listed 
event at San down tomorrow, 
but when your stock in trade is 
hamficappers, it is difficult to re- 
sist a Group One entry when the 
opportunity arises. Coastal 
Bluff roared down Barron’s 

no further 

encouragement 

“He worked weD and he wiH 
go to Newmarket," Barron said 
afterwards. “We are taking a 
hell of a big bite but he worked 
every bit as well as he ever did 
last year and K^rvin Dariey said 
he has done a lot of good phys- 
ically since he last sat on him six 
weeks ago. The race at 
Sandown wasn’t a gift at all, the 
prize money if he is placed in 
the July Cup is more than if he 
won at Sundown, and if he is go- 
ing to get beaten he might as 
well be stuffed by good horses.” 

If the gelding is approaching 

E eak fitness, however, there is 
ttle reason to think he win be 
beatenall that far. His cosy vic- 
tory under 9st 101b at Ayr last 
September was one of the most 
impressive performances in a 
handicap all year (and his pre- 
vious success at Goodwood was 
another), and as the season pro- 
gresses, Coastal Bhiff may well 
prove to be the mo st significant 
rival to Royal Applause in the 
major sprints. 

Barry Hills's colt, already a 
winner at York and Royal As- 
cot this year, mil probably start 
as favourite for the July Cup, 


and is certainly Barron's idea of 
his most dangerous opponent 
He has come back really well 
this year,” he said. “People say 
that there are no good sprint- 
ers around but you don't realise 
how good they are until they are 
gone." 

When the weights for this 
year’s Stewards’ Cep were pub- 
lished on Monday, Coastal 
Bluff was at the head of the fist, 
but his handicapping days are 
surely behind him and there win 
be few takers for the early price 
of 16-1 against him. Instead, 
punters yesterday launched a 
gamble on Danetime (at least, 
that is the bookies’ story), who 
runs in the seemingly ever-pre- 
sent colours of Michael Tabor. 

Dane time was responsible 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Scaraben 
{Hamilton 7.10) 

M3: Another Nightmare 
(Hamilton 8JL0) 

for the second and last major re- 
verse of Tabor's otherwise im- 
peccable season when, having 
been backed down to 
favouritism, he just foiled to 
overhaul Selhuxstpark Flyer in 
the Wokingham at Royal Ascot 
Tabor, who is not exactly a SOp 
each-way man when it comes to 
betting, will be hoping to get his 
money back at Glorious Good- 
wood, and Danetime is now an 
8-1 chance from 12-1 with 
CoraL 

The same firm sponsors the 
Eclipse Stakes at Sandown to- 
morrow, and while they have 
seen steady support for Ptisud- 
ski, the second-fovourite, all 
week, Bosra Sham remains a 
solid market leader for the 
race. Those who wish to back 
her without having to accept 
odds-on can now do so, since 
Coral have opened a book on 
whether she will win by more 
than two lengths. Henry CeciTs 
filly is 2-1 to beatherfour rivals 
t>y up to that margin, while it is 
11-4 that she will win by further. 
Given her performance in the 
Prince of Wales’s Stakes at 
Royal Ascot, when she quick- 
ened right away to win by eight 
lengths, there may be plenty of 
takers for the latter offer this 
morning. 


Bridgwater to sue 
owner over dismissal 


David Bridgwater yesterday un- 
derlined his determination to 
make a fresh start as a freelance 
jump jockey despite taking le- 
gal action over his sacking by the 
owner Darren Mercer. 

Bridgwater quit his job as 
Martin Pipe's stable jockey dur- 
ing last season, eventually link- 
ing up with Mercer, who had 
taken his horses away from the 
champion jumps trainer. But 
Mercer terminated the agree- 
ment on 30 May prompting 
Bridgwater, who® currently re- 
covering from a broken left 
to sue for a __ reported 


arm, 


Court writ 


£25,500. A Hi 
has been issued 

“My agreement with Mr 
Mercer has been terminated 
and 1 wifi be riding freelance 
when 1 come back from injury,” 
Bridgwater said “I just want to 
get on with my career, the 
whole thing winds me up. I want 
to get back to riding horses." 

Mercer, meanwhile, has m- 
dkated he wiD contest the action. 
"J am very, very surprised No 
monies are due to him and any 
proceedings which are issued 
against nre wffl be vigorously cte- 
fended,” he sard 
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ZOO NORUEA (nap) 
235 Motitattur 
3J0 Sofyaan (nb) 


HYPERION 

240 Daunting Lady 

4 JO Therbea 
4*40 Book At Bedtime 


GOING: Round comae - Good (Good u> Soft In plates): Straight comae - Good to Soft. 
(Good fat placer; j. 
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MAW ADVANTAGE: Mgh for Bf ; tow for 7f ft l m. 

■ Hgta-hand couosn seven fenr-M slang hack straight; na>m of 300jcL Separate 

suffer track. 

■ Gome Is on A307, 4m S of lOnRaan. Baber osUon (owtee bom London, Wuoioo) 

coorflp. ehtri: brortHire for hT jnrtren. ADMIBSJON: OnbSl5, Junto Oob {17 
- 2 lyn) £13; Grandstand £12; Part S4. CAR PASS: £3 tat memtoa [Mon? Unci, w- 
msioderthw. * 

| LEADING TBAINEBs WITH EUNNEBSt E - 37 atnneEi bon 3*2 runner^ 

givw* socco« ratio of 1£TT» and *tws to*Sl Ind 9al» of S 42.4]; J Gooden- 21 wto- 
nen. I0f> ams. 20.™. +S0.S3; J TuUktm - J3 irin«s», 05 rannere. 2DD*. +&4GJK; 
S Akekmal - 13 wimteu, UP numeis, 1 1 £%, -S34 M. 

■ LKMUNG JOCKB7& Pa fiddory- W wbs, 363 rata. 22JH, -S8L47: L Dettarl-40 

wins, 203rtdn>. 1B.7W, +£1.40; HBobmc -20 rtra, 174 rtdea, 1 ^28.78; T Quinn 

~ 26 wn». 107 rides, ia2».^47.If. 

mi mnagn FTSSTT TUB: M T Vewe) (2.001. 

WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS; None. 

UJNG-DISTANCB HONNftBS; TherlM (4.JO) ftm beeo Best 1 58 ndra by B JSbwm Ihan 
ScntteOeare, Devon. 


9rihl KPMG HANDICAP (CLASS E3 £5300 added 3Y0 5f 
AWU| Penalty Value £3^50 


j PILLAR PROPERTY INVESTMENTS STAKES (CUSS C) 
I £6^00 added 2VD7T Penalty Value £4*312 

1 61 HOHIHMa [21) jO? 0* Hamcao « Maiaoumi J Gosdai 9 1 

2 44 UASSClWWGWRE{USAl(15)(P3u!4JsnmG r Kinjfl HamyigTl PMEMUTl 

3 0 OTH*7M«C»IW{^(WGBBui«al>NHsriesBi: MHnarffl* 

4 CaESWLBWIia8(Baignl ^AFo gerB3 -ADojiia 

BEITW8! 4^ tMMNr, Ewra CMe MMoama, »1 CeteriW Bay. BWrtftaoCMrt 

19>e Goom^ Gomon CFri 2 9 0 M Edday £-2 U Ountapl osan 01 S ran 
romt guide 

Seven fudon 0 s rouna here represents a real smre test for a juvenlo and 4 pn«d n£it 
for MIMremiR three weeks eg a when he ms we# to the fere and fleffeateu Oat 

steel half a length, (along command fuoy one fudongs out. There should be better s& to 
come from John Gosdan's colt, wno ns nrevtotely swth tof 12)to Ota htfty isMd Cape 
Venawhoh&ndw*on«?ver an ff«dequa»Krai Nwrmsrfurt, 0 «y we© oppose the se- 
tacwin and the pick uppem k> be Ctatto Ifemoeuvra. Rcharil Hannon's runner, fount & 
18 Krtnd Mazfjoor on Wa debut * NewOwy tist momft. to* the same pUcmghehmdCen- 
trai P 8 rt in the Windsor Crete Stakes over today's trip x Royal Ascot, bwnn sa tengoa; 
The Amencan colt should prepes apm- ColertW e up apmst it. wnoe Qm'* Yoanc 
Mao camo home last of 24 to Loid Kmiyre on he VVtmfcw dedta. Setcctfow MUHTATVW 

E D & F MAN HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
1m 3f 91yds Penalty VWue £3348 

M053 SOPDM|IHA)Cl*»Eltefllad|Hartes41DO — BCodWcZ 

0060? HM9KDtHUMDrBt|t>SII)|7^a>GBte^UorBrDRAtaehurs6gi3 J«*o4 

&tW4 RoniSEXIDll(4^UwanstefCBqxslintciOMsPUctirt]8d8 
OOUVS lWfWONQGUTGQp91(llrMaMSk4RAnnsOcng594 
-OttXB 

<34530 raimtss (M) 0* P;V%B*mt) J 4 H*ns4 9 2 

422135 nWQI«BCniIiail0ne(21)(UsWAQ3reDAnSnil4 9? 


33d] 



50-CZfl DRMUaic uombit (H) ala fairad Rmned i Arnold 490 . 



423233 N0PALE4 (JB) (D) [BR (MrT J T J Nazran 9 7 . 

15532 SMUreRSf(Rq{23)(ttKVStBrtuqaCWa95. 

45400- RCTALORCHD0R£)(190((MrMEtTTiociOM-ShBAQ R (tenon 9 3. 

■VS3E0 «*O®SSUWtt0)mi»&T^Pa^BUe<rfwi90. 

25000 HTPE BCRCr pfl} (I* B BKrtriert) G La« 8 13 ACMtS 

SCfrOfl HTVBtSB.(7)(Mnen™xi«n4C0mHiTJJJBnmfi2 £CKftr4B 

640345 MBZ KD (Q (P) (Mr J J Balgpl J SnW» S 2 RMAnPU 

40000 DMN«SI4KRm(WMs»aRUdACBUdI£Weehr712-_. ^Oa*»(715 

04600 SMWWTOUBSUPPQi (15) fOJ) [Mrs S M U»WU G «a^OTi 7 10 BtaMU 


0000 DVMBUGBORBEpiMBlUStamoiIBlIiWr 7 10- 

- 10 declared - 


-40rir(5i2 


MMnim Mftnc 7St 20fa hue ftandkap SklEfOQMHtRK; Ouahie Gaoje 7V 8 El 
BETHME t 7-< Srty tow. 7-a ito|» l eii liaMWglOd. 7*1 toam gent !U SInt ln Qe a n < w» ar t 
12>1 Royal OrtMd, Hype aag, 16-1 others 
X99« Clan t3»ef 3 D 0 7 Quen 2-1 iw U /know Ham O) 10 rat 
FORM CUBE 

High numbers ham a Dig advantage rten there a cut in the ground and SlagfCMyounap- 
per irtums 10 the scene of her single success so {Br - e seUng mesay Ua August on good 
to soft going - on bottom weight. However, she has finished wall beeien m both her starts 
tf»s soeson ar Yarmouth anil StwthtwA and mo looks hooted tor SULLY OREHlChns Wars 
ctniga icioks a much better wager having nin wefl in the tafiLbio Of Vvae oudng& this sea- 
son and also Being towxiraDV drawn n sta* me. Sally awn. sucoessM at Sowftwel last 
season. Unshed urpteoW at Wohremamptnn on her reaim but rook minor honours against 
Soars Quest at Windsor (good to ooD wreia she went infer three parts of a tengh to Dayrel- 
ta atthe same track last tune. Rente Dettori a booted for the 1 KJ 0 . Nopabm, who 0 *a 
from stan e^it end has P« Eddery's asshanoe, is e consistent type and pi oH the mart at 
wterwr* on her penuUmate appearance but OW was on a Arm surface and she is untried 
on 0 ouid as son as mdws. Bmen Gkx/a only wm to data. ■> a VRndsor maafen a sw 
ago. was on good id firm hut she acts mlh ^ve In the ground, firm Meehan’s runner, tnhd 
to Muredpai GUI m a seder at NatHn 0 wi< m Apm, flnrtied unplaced in the some gads there 
nea ome and was beam wei h Slice HeySdoa's race at uigSak). Whta HU was nor dtt- 
credned amnugi only wttt (of eigit} to Supedao on the soil at UngMd last time but has 
the mtsof-tfi* dawn sal one. Selection: SALLY - GREEN 


_ _ PrtBtt»y6 

40463 WeKVfEBimxm M SM Mrts] u ushers 7 10^-41 MertaW 3 

-•dadMtl- 

Unhum nel^iC 73 ICO. True harufcap wc^sk Red. ftw Banxv 7s 3*. 

BETIM& 3-1 Hwfear Hunter, 4-1 Sotyua, 63 Typhoon BKK» UJ Tvaptnm, 7-1 Donattc Uo- 
61 PresSar ttoMradm, Ruck the Barney, 10-1 others 
199ft B&n Hew>& 4 5 8 A 0% © 15 1 IS Dcrt flown ID 10 tan 
FORM GUIDE 

SOFYAAN. an Irish ntpoit now imOi Lady Hemes - ha was sow out of ten Prendensss*'* 
yerd tor 33,OOOpe a year a& - ran by tar hte best race m»m lour starts Britain last m«B 
when third behnd Trav^mafte and My Learned Friend at Newmarket, beaten only a neck 
and half a lereth alter fading to obtam the Clearest of runs. The SMver Hawk feur-year-ofe 
has gana up a couple of pountts Ibr that end is on IDs*, but can prove equal to me task. 
Magic Corntdnwtk*!, another Irish acouBMw fintshed three lengths aunft ot Sofjoan at 
Newmarket and coukl be the danger wth Iks 3lb acNamage. Both are ftefy to again rake 
care of Tampban, who had Soiyaan a long way behind alien mnh ro Vaaettciiry at New- 
market hi May but was Wily etffth n Travatmarte's race there. Pranlar Ganerathm had 
the thinJ 9ve lenfjhs away ana Dnmmtoa Morwwt n llih at 13 wnen j nec*> by 
Mondays Wrteor wrrtner Kmnescash at Locester at 4pri and gpt Ml the mart K Newttuty 
(BOR) new ttne. Sha was last of fiwro AnakHto at Chepsw last tana, however. NawMr 
Hmter, who began hts career wan Pam cote *d was later named by Charte E®*on <«r 
umber, a now wnh Reg Akehuret ana ran a tm& flra race lor the Epsom handler when a 
nett runner-up to Northern Motto u Doncaster four weeks ago. Typhoon B#tt was a 20-j 
shot when than of 16 to tMMengUt scorer Fafta hen: m May an ha fast ouune smee last 
November and races off the tome mart Oil* time. Royal Samoa has not non smee 1994 
but a coming down w me we^pt and couM prove tmuNesome. Selection: SOFYAAN 




WAXES CENTENARY DRAGON STAKES (Listed) (CLASS A) 
£13^00 added 2Y0 Sf Penalty Value £9(428 

114 BODlWtfBCm<OjmiNRNI)|mFaKIS*Tnri|PCaie£r3 T Qatar 1 

113 DNMMGlNNCU)(CD){ECNa^5Ui5en&TJDEM1RHmni812— MCddwy2 

33633 jiunanrfcigtimtiASteMSOiwsio “’ttis 


1 

2 

3 ... 

-Saeeiwad- 
BETTMQ: 441 Danttag La^y, 94 BodygnMt 7-2 MBV 
19S& Vto Stt 2 8 10 J (Meier M Jt to U S$»w(« <kaw (U 5 fan 


FORM GUIDE 

The bio hem were afl n action at Ravat Ascw. wifi DAUKT1NG LADY aruf Aurtfny mnnr£ 
mjantfie QoaenWary^tf* wr^ffp^^rcsprorvelyarej Bodyguard hncrwica two- 
wnrih loufth rotippm BUf « the NorfrA de»ffe tasmg nc. footing and wBiflmg with the 
.Jrl-j-sjrengiho ferfeng POte- Bcoyguam va, feuno a oew sufrerwg from a uoal tin- 
—j-rSien urempmsto*^ B'ttngooasd ji vpth ana nc twd looked tcmctnmc f4»- 
cai wen bating up^ on w Newh an, « Ewsn so. Oaimrine u«^ can have fus measure 

mwretJ* SOS' rtturenee. She ten bom iw rkk oeiore Rpyai Meat - hero and at Chasm. 

Selection: DAUNTING LADY 

CORPORATE SERVICES GROUP HANDICAP (CLASS D) 

£5p00 added lm Penalty Value £3£L5 

j « rnri |O^SEN«^M(»fbStusWooiRAiTOrerg4gi3 H Price 3 

-SffJM 7 XMC Bwi BaopWl P I'aiwi 5 9 10 MEddeqrS 

( ygnij DCREA BMJSPI f** 3 ! Crtgs. Cota uw. Uac^ ttrere B MAren 499B 0o|te3 

1 x 201 ^»IMJPi|BOBa!ia>lA*£Mi5JWn?ty«ift^Ha3rre5PS. AOartB 

3 L 0 S mMKCflfAMQffln <Cdnsixiift)oQstxkLBliRNerui5t69 4 .TQstoil 

Onoeo- coiMrtOC COWWKKf {247] (CD) [hw Ranmn T ] te^sai T 6 13-D«n* OtoR 4 
nww JBWDSSPRH®W)03) W(M»PSMWglhBui»e485— ™«..-.J.ltolrt7 
SGQOO W Usher JS1 JMmWI 

■enfltB: wtbreto*. H Hww D* Caul, 4-1 Biba Alt Rbnm. 5*1 ZUr, RanMa'i Pltoa, U-l Cre 

3MfcNaeonuuwtoiCmea 

FORM GUIDE 

Beaten a lengm ahd OwMItoiBre by Vita Vctdi a Noungam m May on tvs reappear- 
MBA Mt RHUM tan unplaced et Waranch 0 wck afietmitb but he struck form mOl 
a deosao ecuse-and-tea™* v*twy three wwte iucl ana can suppiemert me (jamsofi 
a 6 Ib ntfrermwvtnoutfih* has jello pun* he handles cut m ttn- ffourv. TherhftS a one 
m tear hav« run W strangV ^isWfme lawurmsm m a fttti or is u rionncwm 16 
Sms am- a tan sandwiched between seconds to CaD'oro at Ntttwiy and No &iras at 
GoodwoM on Sunday- HO** Brrnthe most corasient of chaataere out vioa lets than two 
lenahs otl the unw m flnHhmg fifth of 13 to 2&ma>ek at Lmgiieid fast unc and Rat Ed- 
its mourt- Ftom Do CoaTa wfle success so tames a sotatxrv a coup* of 
yews ago ana ha has had several dwnces smee. Setoctioa: BABA AU RHUM 

QUEEN SQUARE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 added 

lm 6f Penalty Value £3334 

1 04 |Will.sn*QedRElf4«M-fi'ESanEaeflPauppleffian3flll JIHHtoplA 

1 jwm pMMOK 60] (Mr 0 Ste«wO M Hams 3 811 TQrioaS 

3 4203 BDOKKr BSRME (MS flffl tMr H MCmi C Ccff 3 S G LDohori 2 

t D VHJKOWlUW{M)IAAta^GompTOR4ims»^3a6 »W»V 

5 25 VRSauN p« 15« DwC W*,l J f.eriM 3 H 6 PatEHMy3 

- 5 dedsied- 

BEITM6: wa Butt lit Brtttraa, M Vnwitt, U4 FM Safe 7-1 Parhwk. 161 toweMsqwt 
1990: CBrtanwrt WSV 3 B 11 PW Eftowf-U & (W SButei OBbti (2i 11 rsn 
norm guide 

Ttvs toohs at the mercy of BOOK OF BEDTIME. wk> ran iho Oaks third Crown Of Light Id a 
tonah on me soft m ImgWd Oaks Inal m Miy with Iho 15-8 on chjnea Ukraine Vcn 
hire a prewous wmnw. seven lengths back m UuirtL The DautfKr of Mtoto rww been up 
assnst * ai bothouWK sw»- Msnng onto eighth tot 12> 10 Roam Oi Verse m u» two 
before mraw* a fine race at Royal Aeot, tahne thud ’oWBwsorCaaUe miheQuoon's Vase, 
beaten Irate more than two lengths. Book Of Bedtime was finsfwig sranffy at (ho finish of 
the latter race, a whiuim. but droopwe down in deaance should not mcanvwscnco Chartes 
(W, oam oh this Sbfl Tract vrennan was beaten sa tenure, by Nenu^ on nar intns- 
ctraon at H^^dock llm 2t 120ydU m Mav but was 13 ten 0 lts dear Of the thlitt. She was 
not (fecredittd m fimsrtng Mtti c4 IB to Mumans at fepon ilm 41) is oavt, ago and. with 
the furthw srep-w « tnp wely to &uK and Pa Eddery aboard, the (laugher of Suave Djnccr 
cat foltow lire favounto homo, /mother who should be tinted by in* first anomot at this d*s- 

taiKe s Pater*, who has N»d the mfeorposillnn m both he r3res - HB»nst GrwiWfcGrft 

at Goodwood tlm Of) and Amwng over me extended mfe and three turicrags at loday's trach. 
t**™**” Selection; BOOh OF BEDTIME 

■ Beverley were watching the clouds last night and were ready to make 
a precautionary infection at 7 JO ihs morning for tonight's meeting. 


EE2 


MlSlili 


HYPERION 

2JS THbal Mow 2 jS 0 Katte KOtnafts 3 l 25 Hgawfn 
3.55 MmDwio 425 Flouristifatf W^y ASS Crown 
Of Thoms 


14 00006 SOKEENP)A.Baflej4 85 F Roberts P5 10 

15 50630 KmBH.{U]J>fWfeon403 BFtoadt(S35 

IB OQO&O FOdaSN JUDGBtBff CUfi W Mutsai 4 8 1 D R MeCsbe 20 
17 04050 RUW*WfREE(2IJ MFe0*ffiE>>O*A)r3Sl — FNMaa 7 

IB 5000 lasaitNA (« 0 P25 J 5 Moore 3 8 1 IF^raS 

« 060. SUCHPSBWCEC237)K&ee**r3 7 13 — IBowIMlS 


GOING: SoB- 
OTALL& Jnride. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Klgli Ear 5ft low for lm 211 Wyd A 1 ta 41 
115yd. . 

■ LefWand eourae. The fit Krone has a dog-leg at haMtonjr. Run- 
In of 240 yards. 

■ Conw ta W rt cto Ob B40R&. Btees firara stsdans at Wlerwlelr 
(lm) and Leunhuonn Spa. (2m). ADMISSION: Club £12 (IB 10 
2S-ywr-olcfe SB): TtoetssOa £8; Omn* £6- CAB PARK: Free. 
BUNXEEBD TOWT TBIE: FWtehlng Way (4J5). 

WINNERS IN LAST 68VBN MS& Nafc 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Spirit Of Sport (.1501) has beet 

aem I B8 rnOw br A Nweombe Don Humsbaw, Devan. 


20 40003 W5tCMXffXUSSC(lE)SBCMrv3713 DWtfdl 

-20deeim- 

BEntoC: M Maadawt, M Srtag tout Me Hnda, 1*2 BpMadaodaA 

M Uttto Mbs Rodnr, 10-lCboatote lea, Hm BMf Cbanaar, 14-lato 


fiETTME 9-2 Saadwoor Baaba. Golf Uaoa. 7-1 Quoao Of Sba uiw a, Ar. 
atora, KaHa Kmatta, 8-1 ChaMoo top, Art Kart Secret, HMia^attL 
12-Lafe» 

r o ' OC l PYMENTS CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3^00 added 2YO 7f 

1 21511 LORD SBIIH W M w ftpe 9 7 Uarta DaywCS < 

2 011 MCHBH(l3)PBraRsB2 J FEpn 6 

3 231 HUXLEEN(24)(DJ WGMTiiref B12 D MoBMR) (7) 3 


6 60 BMKtURUorODIIatoSSS ^..WlOtaaaeri 

7 BEHKKfCWR M hman-BK 3 8 B BDrawatT 

B 60266- CATBA p24) (BF) J Gmden 366 A drill 2 

9 M3 EUZA(23)ladl*»anpBn388 JMll 

U) 22423 FLDUM5MHBWRV(7)PF)R0tuittiri38B — .T Sprat* 8 B 

11 550 HANM (9) P Ketomy 3 3 8 IFEffnU 

12 00 MSCOMWCT[7)GLUoo«3aB S«Mfeaorth4 

13 4350 SAVUNA (S3) P Matoi 3 8 8 _..._PiU Eddacy 8 

-J3i 


2-50 


1 40440 

2 -30030 

3 022005 

4 30064 


JOHN CATTELL’S FINAL FURLONG OF 
FRffiXTM SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
£2^75 added lm 

C0tfMHI»|3qMaMRtMim49i] N Mama 20 

0«HlB*M»(HTORHG(tos4 911 IQokw4 

S4MRNNW DBBI (4) nSOmOng ID 9 IDJBojAr (7) 12 

QIBi OF SHMMOM WIN A CanH B 9 10 

_K stadboton (7) l£ 


4 00 PE&IUtopeiBMBefort 3 12 „ 

5 54144 RGMMN(B)GlmKS7_. 

E 0 FLORAL PARK (9) Q BddngSd. 


AITabbottl 

-Pad Eddery 2 
— £ Unarms 


BEttWC: 5^ Ftoorlthtot Way. 3-1 Ataaflis On My tabri. 11-2 CWta, 13-2 
Ska, 10-1 Awassl, 12-1 Bacctna, Hanaa, 16-1 otban 


-Bdedamd- 

BEtniGc 15B Lard Safth, 52 Mcbalae, 7-2 Hnlaea, HCaala. IB-lPriri- 
taftZD-tFlanfPtafr 


435 


WHITE HOUSE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £4^00 added lm 


335 


2JL5 


1 OGO 

2 040D6 

3 0532 


4 OM 

5 002 

0 0065 

7 0-2303 

8 005 

6 .-40000 
W 042253 

11 00003 

12 0500 

13 OOO 


BG APPLE MADEN HAMMCAP (CLASS F) 
£3,300 added lm 2f 169yds 

7nBALMMN(M(a4Hailes410O P Do* (7)8 

CHOCOLflEEE(Jm)RO'Svtoan4 9B S Sudani* 

umE«S5R0CIIERWPI)IBaWng395 

JUMIb Dwyer »3 

-VtaHw2 


BAMBET m J 0Ra« 4 9 3_ 


EXP1AUOCOOOUS BB) J Fwehwe390 KMmIS 

swwoiwsrti3?Pcae390 CBuawig 

BAAH0H(B3) SCIMtamsS & 13 P fa te (7)9 

MOWOOO(SQM&V»3 8 13 HWd« 

MDUUI NECTAR tB3)RBmhOWi4813 SDrtMalS 

ISIS HONDA (I) C Sritiam 3 8 10 WltTConwrli 

BOtfWimei {IB)Tj>taf|«n389.Tt«tomlB 
COMETOCEDB [86)DNbulfvtl389 — 5M**WttiI7 
snwwG0ifl(atQfiwaa(3a6 (q«*b12 


GOLD LANCE (36) (0) R Ofkfben 499 SSmtasl 

ABOIDUM(13)CJamei599 C Ruder 3 

BEST KBTBECRETdQ L SnK6 98^_S GMMM 18 
SCOTTBH PAM p) (D) M Pipe B 9 1 Jfcrtn ttaflto P) 10 ■ 

KABEK0MAnE(nJHWtaai4g0 KMon9 

WNBBHEni(Mi)|DMUtofe6B12 H PtaK* R 17 

ITT HANDSOME PHNCEP5) PBewi 589—JI Caritata 13 

E4snaGH(t£j(wwno*?n*wsafi ^_F4«*i4 

DAVD JAMES' EVL(Q (0) AB&tay 58 7 JUAacMy 8 

UTIXE PtSBBI (M8) T Jones 4 87 AUnS 

5PBBT OF SPORT (36) A Nracaihe 4 8 5 »_A Mriloae 6 B 

SWEET SEVENTEEN (37) H CoSnplfe) 4 8 5 

HaaOWWdn29 

17 230000 SHANBHAI 11.(6) WM FeBwaorvGDiSey 583 fltatoll IB 

IB 00506 WOUSH FUJIIER RBBBhan383 !FE»m2B 

39 0-5004 MAIRAHHttfl WBMt»^680 MDerringU 

20 000066 SAFAOANCSt (8) Bl*AWWl480 LNtWtWl7 

-ZOrfartanrf- 


04JD43 
1-1604 
awjoo 
45000 
300-02 
40050 
4-6400 
12 006206 

13 503000 

14 05006 

15 «W> 
IB 50000 


HELLAR INVEST IN SUCCESS HANDICAP 
(CLASS £) £4*025 added lm 6f 194yds 

406320 HHUBI (U)S Do* 4 9 11 IMD3 

533420 CHABROL PMI) 07) RtfcariS4 98 AtWy(R5 

1000-5 WO SOCKS (24)JK*«4B5 RFftwKb^l 

38005 DI*HAIa|7)GlMocre691- 


08004 SUmDAM(Z3}CattttSS10. 
■83311 IIANUNO(U}Uflpe3B0 — 
-Bdedaicd- 


SVMtaarihZV 

ACrtmaaBV 

Jtotb>My«r{3)4 


BEnwe EVENS taantam, 4-lTaanak, 13-ZTVn Sockt,Stapy Daak M 
nriun.194.CMnl 


4J25 


STARS AND STRIPES MAIDEN STAKES 


(CLASS D) £4*900 added 6f 

1 08 AMASS (UlKlWil 49 5 DtyDooohna (3)12 

2 00800 CALAWMUA(B)GBattne490 J»PltoWiy(S)B 

3 00 aafi-stWHaffvasn^tesiMtenssgo 

CT*«em(3)10 

4 BACCHUS AStewn3B13 0 Haute* 13 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 


00 MAfBC LAWfSSt) (B)*B*4n6497 .-Ilartta Payer (3) 10 

MUONA0BOTU 5auria5497 JFEgmU 

BAlBtENA(BH)JPte5SCMStfflefl49 2 MKeo0l3 

08 CHARC0L(RQJBarts492 n PHnbempjB 

24- ctASSIC RJfiM (76® I CanpOe# 4 g 2 ~ — .^0nmM9 

05 COU) LAZARUS p0) R Plrtps 3 B 12 MWdB 

CROWN OF THORNS J Gosden 3 8 12~-.--~— A GmOi S 
83223 Q4WMI AJ14IL (ID) U J3MS 3 8 IT — _S&and«18 


06 DeSSmmRMOR(ll)KMM3812-DOTioaataM(Sll 

0084 KAFtL(2S)WHem3ai2 TSpratarir 

58 KOSEVOfig UMeogKr3B12 MFarfisnU 

4 MASSY AR SEvanrai (4D H Cobnanrijjl 3 8 12 

MbaOWaedaa7 

0 R0CKETIE JESIBI (U) I Le^r3 8 12 CTaagM(3)2 

03 SPBCmAlO«(84)WHa®a3812 HMtal5 

0 QQmsRMUnO , {2«GSsUr«387.J>Plhapbyp}4 
RYWG FUP B Mcagrt 387 .C Hodgson 15 


MMSISt an J Seem% 3 8 7- 


JIVBdeyl 


482 AUMrefWWIBro(2QPAMn38fi S5aMlo»9 


48 SAIUIBIHVER(38R£l»ta»387 — Eddery 12 
-IBdadand- 

BETIW& 8-1 Cram Of Itana, 51 Dwaaa AM, 7-1 BB, Specrdator. 
M Cold Lazams, Satan Rhrer, lOl Desert WOntor, 14-1 oflten 


HYPERION 

700 Ber&n Blue 730 Jaympee R00 Litfle kv- 
d>an 8.30 Jo Mali 9.00 Welsh Mill 9.30 


405 WBLARWDCQOlljOWiBBU ICanobZB 

010SGS HMBeVffl(CD)WF)Rflsnm«n887 MBMaryS 

002635 0BEB0NS8O7(9)S Dnr485 IFEpn* 


3 UDO [3£? (BF) 8 Hfc 8 6 
06 ON77EM4Td7)JJONed8B. 


83144 BIPRmsaFTa5)(C0MmiAaHltoetay881. 


-JIWS4 
J Cano! 3 

— BDoyla 6 

JF&mS 


-Darren Mcftatl (3) G 


-7 


8EnZNG:ft4 BHftt 8km, 520Bad feMpoctor, 51 Bpreu GK, 51 lire 
Nwe*, Obama Boy, 7-1 CM Bod, 251 VM Armed 


GOING: Good 10 Soft. 

STALLS: 77-tokJe; lm 67- centre; 57, Of & lm 4f-cn*a6e. 
DSAW AOVAXEAfflS.- High foe 5f U> Gf; Ur* from 7730yri to 
lmAOyd. 

■Almost Sn, oral eoume; auright W eourae. 

■ Cotasnls near Junction of AB80 trod M6. Newum station 2m. 
ADMISSION: Conwy Stand £17 (Udtee 5550); IboeraaHa £lth 
NewUw Stand £5 Carter A OAfthalLprfee bt TsOfirsalte and New- 
ton Suiri). CASPAR*: Fret 

BUNKERED PIBST TIME: Well Arated (7.00), Bc^ Op Plate 
17-00). 

WINNEB8BllASI'BEVENIM3StJoIldl(Bm)^nu.Neteasdeoo 

Q facur (8J») wen Mt Fo&ahnr <w s 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Drnmlbi (7.30) has been saa 812 
mQe bj R ALefmret from Epsorn, Sarrey; Oberama Boy 010) wat 
2 1 2 mBea by S Dow frc*n Epson. Surrey. 


17-30 


ASPECTS BEAUTY STAKES 
(CLASS C) £7650 added 6F 


aaa 


0-5200 CKVIIAN KAl (1^ R Kswit 4 9 1 

1WO- DOMUUA (338) (CO) RAtelxist 7 9 1_ 
25240 JWWWKaam'Be«*C69] 
81036 21AMR D MOCifci 4 9 1. 


-Rto0wB 

-SSMereB 
L Dettori 2 
J Canal 3 


BETUKc 512WM, IWtoyoHn ML 118 51 Man Spart, 

r-XDotarta, PnmtaCa. 16-iZtort 


9 4 SAMT ANN (USA} (32) M Johnston 8 B_ 

10 44 7HEOKN«iaifiqPBens8S 

U C00LinSIB6rAUidv*«IB3 Sftoww2 

12 0 SPICE ORL (31) P Bans 81 fttoaraooT 

J3 DCU4E APPEAL J Hyfttn 7 12 A«ato Hartley (7)1 

14 LESIEirSADVENnJREJHMNon 712 CRiMarB 

15 MAStaCE R Hobrahoai 7 12 ottUtfaiS 

-lSdadnd- 

BEJTWfi: 52 Udo, 51 SaM Arm, 4J. Uttta teSaa, 152 BoUaa Stete- 
« 51 Itodaw, 151 Tto SBMdto, 151 Bodtol Pffda, M«y IP Nate 
Spice an, 251 others 


roT^nl BAEEYS WSH CREAM CLAWWG STAKES 
rrrl (CLASS E) £44D0 added lm 4f 


1 45006 WEISHMULIBIUB (0) iteMRatoySlOO-JUtolayd 

2 SHOE KAN F Lee 4 9 10 CMtar2 

3 TYOOONTBD WU ftKOOune 4 96 IFEffaB 

_J Canal 1 
..VBWtoy3 
l Rdd 5 


66185 PREWGCAf55)mWMjr4810 PMEOtoryT 

82106 MWAK SPAHK (3^ (D) W G M Timer 3 8 9 JJ Saeflaay (5) 1 

51-202 ZMM P6) (D) 0 H*s 3 3 9 RW4 

-?< 


8-30 


HRCHLEY RATED HANDICAP (CLASS Q 
£12^50 added 7Y3Qyds 

11208 P1QUSNG (41) H Candy 4 9 7 C Ratter 1 


-31010 MBBtnHEBEAR(M)(D)JBeny495.. 


JUtadayS 


ZOO 




FRANK WOOTTON HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added lm 6f 


1 15640 BHtHH BLUE (16) JVtetts 4910- 

2 3-0060 OASSKFWOflJSA) (14)1 CaN**» 49 6- 

3 DOO-22 C10UD MSPeCRR (22) M Johnaon 69 5- 


. Dettori 7 
IMadreyS 
JBDaytal 


MAIDEN AUCTION STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5(000 added 2VO 

OQ «T OF 0015(231 1 Camcbel 813 

GOIDQI SIRK1EBY R Hamn 8 U 

43 HJHDANCE (J4) H Dais 8 8 

3 UrnfNJMN (23 Steals 88 

BDOmU’RDEABaleyBS 

00 M3T UP MF (36)1 Sony 8 6 


-RHD0M12 

I Raid 11 

IRyaolO 


^SSaodnS 

JCOadeylSB 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
20 


MMmm ae^B; B9 71b (3)0 7M 13W. true handhap wagfe: Jo Mel ast 9b. 
Q Ansar &t 5& 

BEIIWG: 78 Q Factor, 51 Jo Urt, 51 CaMHtwa llva, 7-1 Atoat the 
Sear, Bead Oa Tba ton, WaotamaV: WalA Plea Par ftoflA 12-1 aftan 


4 646304 F0BZAHH3JMJJ07M59 4 

5 50000 BMPWCM)(WJDSttae92 

6 05204 SHABANAZ (ZS) (C] (D) Wl*a 12 90- 

-.Bdadarad- 

BEtnN& 4-6 Wrida UR, 94 SbafaaaR, 52 FOrzair, 151 Bit Pri, 251 
Statfa Man, 33-1 tycoon red. 

|g^gQ| EUUESftCRE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4400 

1 221012 BUSSMeMmMBE{7)(D)MWEsratv4100 


3815 EBOOUSiBIM(U}mm9ioto390-PMEddav6 
300010 BAWONTWRUNpO) p>l 0tatttanonlO9OlNariaa7 
541115 VKDdAICStllBGH(6J(D}RHrtrGheaJ489— IttaCtoriB 

000001 JOtaai(6)(0)TEaafifey4 8 7(3«0 ICnraB2 

000031 Q FACTOR (7) {CW D Haidn Jones 5 B 7 (3a) — -S DteM 8 

2255 HY VALOflWA (47) flJ) 8 Ws3B3 RWklO 

401030 FIAN FOR PROHT (7) (0) M Johnson 3 B 3 BDoylaS 

0-2040 DDOBBJC20) KlfcAuKfc382 IFEgaa* 

-1 Or 


£00-00 PANDER (160) (D9 PEvBttT 913. 


P)5B 
F Elan 3 


_ 13541 OffBOT (U) (CJ (D) B UcWahon 5 9 11 17a) -L Hoatot 7 

4 0-0006 C80SS1HEBORDER(44J(3|ONUttte491-Atart®»ta«*4 

5 520500 PERFECT BRAVE (flJ Battng 6 B 13 lErtaaaaHB 


-XDadayS 
Sanders 2 


G 001003 RICH GLOW (14J (D) N Bjcret B 8 11 

7 00341V «y«BEy(S59}flJ}ABafcy88fi 

8 83400 JOHN OTOEANS (28) (D) Ms A IVnt 12 8 1 ~~ — B Doyfa 9 

9 08603 GOODTOTAUCtlll T EastBOy4 7 12 FftriOrlB 

-9dadarod- 

BETTWB: 158 BteMtattrt^tae. 4-1 Swri*. 51 Bleb Blow, 51 Good 

To Trik, 7-1 Crock The Border. 10-1 Paattar, John ODnans, 151 rib. 


B ran. B-* taw naouyn a m t-ou. lVs V*. 
VlSxbhuu Nawnarwt). Mac ES^D; £2.10. 
£230. DF: £20.40. CSF: £3936. 

400 : 1.DCSBH L7NX (RHuatwa) IB-1; 
2. Boffn DoroOhy 51; a. 8M Hm» 9^ 
U.2. 13 ran. 7>2 tavGemockVaftey. 2, hd. 
(TWaswi, ftrtO. tM* £2230: £460, £2.15, 
£2.00. Dfc £205.70. CSR £99.66. thcari: 
£571.73. Trio: £175.00. 

4^40: X. FOREIGN RULE 07 Hawtafl 11-2; 
2 Tbomby Part 511 lev; 3- Khttsar 15-2, 
6 ran. l'A. V* (POMppte-l^m, M«W«. 
TobK £63 0; £5-10. £130. DR £330. CSF: 
£9.26. 

joeNprt: not wen (pool of £1138737 ear- 
ned torwart to Wan** todfljl. 
ptaewpot: £443.00. Qnartpoc £1530. 
PteBB fc £690153. ptacn 5: £204 JS. 

YARMOUTH 

2JOO. X. FAITH ALONE (R MuSan) 112; 

2 Don Petra 4-1; 3. wUrf Pain 8-1- 18 ran- 

Mmrnariut}. TMK £6-40; £2.40. £130, 
SoftaWO. CSR £2331. Trieasn 
£054.75. Tito £34. ia 

2^0: Lf7V«raJ0CK SHADOW WT^b- 
taB) 11-9 fat Z, CapttM Bte 7-1^3. 
bmed 15-2. ID «• 3% * •**. © Mee- 
SrSrS^rrtte£a4a£LM.£13t\ 
S9aT£6.2 0. CSR £10.20. Ttto 
£1.7.40. Mt H ®1 CBliy. 

itWlL SNOW MDlta Etta)? 4-5 tar, 
2. Dram 100-30; 3- Royrt* HONtao U^- 
B _ ju. i’/«. (0 latef, nhibM Tdort 
gft £«0l £130. DR £230. CSft 
£3.48. 

aao: 1. KAUW8M 
■d AeOOttrt U-10 (to. *■ RV 
™ 1%, 3. (M Chapman, Mattel Rasenl. 
S£ fiaix w £3-00- CSF: £742. 

anoe 1. SPANttWVS MOUNT M HaW) 

7-2: 2.TlV|to 

Earta 14-1. 9 ran. hd. (M TompwiB, 
SSSm. Trt*r- £4.70; £1. 10. £1-10. 
£4,00. DR £5£0- CSF: E 8 .8L Tno! £2d20. 
NR MBMMh, Vllhrt 8 PUS 6 - 

8J0: i. MAZBOON WW « 
BMd 12-2: 3. UX» "S; 

■A. Va lE DunloPi Nflwmaflcti- Ww w-wj 
CSF: 13.39. 

2- Squared Away 12- 1. 3. ArichorVaKbao 

£6032.^ Titeasc £52637. Tm £45450 [part 

uon) k 

fteaopot £3270. Quadpot £10JO. 

Pines 6! £2433. PNto 52 E7 - 9 *- 


6.40 


TTLNEY LAW AMATEURS WCAP 
(CLASS F) £3,800 added lm 3f 


TM 


PHECON BLOCK STAKES (CLASS [any: 
F)£3S00 added lm 65yds 




HYPERION 

BAO High Low Z10 Scaraben 7AO Power Gama 
SJJD Palacegate Touch BAO Oare Kite 9 l 1D 
ImfigoDamm 


GOING: Good to soft (Soft ia ptaces). 

STALLS: lm, lailf- fnslde; Bf * ST- farwde: UoSfA Uo5f- 
sUnds aide. 

DRAW ADVANTAGES Ofix best for 

■ ffiritt-hBiri inufeladrq* couesc wUi ptwr-riupod loop. 

■ Bacecooree ta oonfa of rate rn B707I ■ HamBum Ware. Raflwqy 
Swkn (wrric* from Gtaaeow) ta lm away. ADMISSION: dub 
U2 (ladles £0); Grandstand and Paddock 87 (teftee 4330) (E4 
for QAPs, tflaabled A riudma. UO for raqNes); under- 16* «c- 
campanled free all areas. CAE PARK: Free. 

BUNKERED WH8T TIKE: Well Anoed (780), Bay Op Mala 
(780), Frtx Star (8.40) I riwred) ; Marirri. (9.10) (eteaedV 
WBWBES W tHEUSTSSVBN WJS: 3aarfSarite(A«/^ 

Klfc»^b U ^ooM«riwA»«Jw'W^®«me(ftlO)teotaK»i^ 

EDNNBRS: Stalled (OAO) tod 0«re Bra (8.40) 
have been seal 971 ante* by P Wriwjm ftum lanbwiu, Bertsbire: 
Itetoab (9. 10) has been aem 37 1 laBea by B Curtis from Lanbonn, 
BertafiUrt; Take A Tara (8.40) atttl S70 idles hy H Qtannoo from 
Upper tambwnt, BwfciWre; WUte Platan (7. 10) sent 368 mHar 
by K Butko fnttGtnge. Oxon; MoonE81rttoTndar(B.10J(wti 3S0 
mites by E Dnafep from Ncxrori^i, SriTWL 


1 000301 NOSB'f«In€(15)flJ)JFten»4U 7 tJ«*»PB«rt»3 

2 fiUd SUMOFSPflfK (4) D OBtman 7 11 5 Col —to** H Ctafr 4 

3 520115 Uto>A0VQC«E(iq(CMONtan91IO-4lii«OO*tar(I)6B 

4 G3S34 HAMSOHWELCOIC p) Mrs J Rwrwtan 3 10 12 

Mat E (Hamden ft) 10 

5 323103 LOW ME DO (4) U JDfmscn 3 10 12 — Mrs C MOona (4) 8 
fi 406303 SDIilED (15) n PVbh«n 7 U 10 

Iterbtaoma I 

7 J00002 lMHUWlDa)Wrtmi««J91D5_JtoAJI 

8 300464 PWlteSrpfiiW MW LFtawiS 100- 

9 <26050 HUICME5 LADV (J) B) R Mdtrtv 5 9 E-Nor named (7) 9 

10 005000 RAPID IKAIBt mCM D Mtoi 10 9 0 — SanbBerieyZB 

.lOladmd' 

BEtltNO: 52 San Of Spring 4-1 Hadtaen Watooaw, 51 Naaay Nattn, 7-1 
Love Ha Do, W lord AdMcttt FMntaL KM-Htfi tmt 13-1 ottew 


311005 PCMIBl GAME (8) (CD) J Beny 4 9 8 T E Duran (5) 3 B 

200066 CHADU3SH LANE ((ISA) (15) (H A UdtalBnd 5 9 6 

-C lMber(7)4V 


3 04006 ClASSK BALLET pt) (16) (D) H Guest < 91 fiMMd2 

4 -00325 UUV4Jtn(28)(D)0F)MCanacho4 91 — LOwaacbl 

-4fteMd- 

BETTOIB;4€Pa^e^a-llj|»i^T^C te^>^ »l ca wd ^ 


EBF MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
(QUAUFER) (CLASS E) £4y750 added 
2YD5f 

— Data QBaon 3 

JtKamedr? 


0535 BURNT VNIS (9|UW £a*rty 9 0. 

nwftnjcKUBLFtamaso 

leUCHADHGBAR J J OTWf 9 0.— 
2242 PR8 SOtR (M) (BF) C Partus S 0— 
30 TAKE A TURN |7) M nxmon 90. 


.T E Ducaa (5) 1 

LCbamodtSV 

_R PertBta B 


TOTE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£8JSOO added ef 
610136 MlACEBAKTnUCHHSU) JSeny 7 9 12 




00 UBERIE BEIL (21) Present 8 9 -BDuftteM9 

3 MMMNA(M)RHMater89 IMartrS 

36 MSS PUQ DM J Brey 8 9 C LmAer (7) 2 

tMREKItEPWtorynB? tlp*B4 


£ lowthcr (7) 6 B 


17351 


FOUR SEASONS CLAIMING 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5^00 
added lm M 36ytte 


1 -loeoa WWERM8 (20JB(WKarte4 912-.Clima«»{7)4 

2 1-4JI1 SCASABBf (B) (CD) 5 Nafttvrt 9 9 7 JS !£ d, i 

3 50064 BOAS MAN 0)0 Motel 69 1 PtalayfflM 

4 000000 RWILE (14) D hofan 4 8 1 K Start (5 2 

5 MBBOrtm* usa LPtoon 380 HKeamdyS 

— 8 dBcttffld — 

BgnWG; 5il Saurfieo, frS Wlftr Rates, 151 Rfetantetta, 33-1 ottan 


2 4)2504 THE UtAtoDH MHto (B) (P) D Smzh 3 9 6 — LOamXk* 

3 000411 MSmWSW*MD(13KCn)«raLPnan580 

NKanaedylB 

4 000303 IBOWfl PBHCE6S (8) (H0 (Bfl Mas L Penaa 6 7 11 

- K Sltad [5) 2 B 

5 609)41 AMNHBtMBfniAAE (SJ(ta)R iWefiar 5710 IM 

- - - I law 3 

I McAotay (7) 6 V 


fi 606435 OB (4) (CD) Mb L Penan U 7 10. 

- S declared - 

AMnrn aritfic ha 10b. Due ranfoao weefic Diet 6sr IDA. 

BEThHG: 94 PNacegata Touch, 52 ffiate teriraonrl, 51 hia Laateoo 
mnn, 53 Laadtad Pdneast, Asatbar M^fonare, 7-1 DM. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 
9 

-Bdedarefl- 

BETIBIG: 7-4 HMtem, m PriK Star. 114 Wsa Pud, U2 Btei Yates, 

151 TUha 4 Taro, Om fOto, 133 Ubarta Bed, 20-1 efltan 

| RAGE OF BOTHWELL MAIDEN HANDICAP 
(CLASS F} £3,500 added lm 5f 

1 EtVOO MDOMUGHT MVAOER (23) E Dufofi 3 9 10 J Stack 5 

2 COO TAM lySHAinER [IQ C Ihorrion 3 9 6 1 Ftaningl 

3 33533 *BW0OMW{M?MJoW!SW»J&S KHOitofi)* 

4 0004)4 MAZMAH[7)RCuib694h JUte3V 

5 GOO HEUBACH60Ytt7)UsA9wrtSnk390 GIWN«A12 

6 400-40 Bi A TIZZY (3® A Mutadana 4 6 12 Jam Ifende (S) B 

-Gdadared- 

BETThaS: S.6 Indtgo ChM*. 7-2 Mooaartrt tawdof. 9-2 tasrita. 10-1 Tjfl! 
O’Starfer, b ATlzzy, 20-1 Hattadi Boy 


aio 


HYPERION 

650 JBy Beveled 7J20 Rex Mundi ZSOSLperpride 
*20 Princely Heir 850 First VUSagB S20Lkidr{ck 
Lady __________ „ 


1494. 




392. 


J Fortran 1 0 

JSWBtattrS 


250500 

STW . 

050604 lBGH*OFABAfiON(B)iQo«391JPwdtel«ff(IlBV 
030600 FWST COLD DS)«JW«W 690 IQuInaW 


10 004405 «»HAlAW(M)MreVAtan^r4 90 MDeob«9 

U 000880 OKS- LAD [B) (B) Don Erwco nia48 53 — KtaltaWnlB 

n PRM£P4ftOCt«r^aW,4S22 J?Ntofr»(7)15 

13 «0M 0U»NISR)NIBN(24)JVter!«Wt9810 — lfcnn<lil3V 


6 -00202 6UPSIPRBenMBMItoefeySai3 AOdfaul 

7 -00000 MWSIW(7)|D)JBem48l3 DHdtandB 

B 00360 WW0FawS8KlimJlEyreS812-JIWadto8V 
9 0*3044 TWTtygDp)CT R5ar78 10 — tteraVdtes*n3 

BETTHffc 7-2 Prida orpeodta, 4-1 BaCa Fteak, 5-1 OtAdont UA S#t*- 
priae, 7 ^Di**ViiBatoB r ».lito*,lWeted f UWtateM 


GOING: Soft. 

STALLS: InSade. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Higl' tar 5f & 7f 


14 -55200 

15 000003 MYS 


■ Rbrtt-frarht ralloplng eourae «n rev ““ «- 

■ Conrw « in W rt towri on A1085- B» awricc Dot Beejriey 
aattnn (TMl.ite«TbarautaBto)3m.AP M SSmNraub£13;Jre 
nitsr Qub (18 to 2)-ycam)dp) Sft TBJieraalb S8 (QAP SB); Snw 

MnN £3 (QAP S2); Coorao EdetoMP £2; Neale ar» 52 or 32 per 

c*r. f4ua £2 pa otvnpsnL CAS PASX; Free- 
BL1NKEKED FIBST TIME: None. 

n. < site! L * UIl PM l\iVC» fc 


r M R Fahey 3 B 9, 
t>p7)fkn 
-15 

BEITMG: SUM Red, 8-1 PMn 
8 a Btdd Start, Boebta, legato Of 


JtCiftatw 14 



5B9-^JPway»T 


JByBewW, 

13-1 otban 


LLjJ 


7,20 


XfiNG-WSTANCE atTNNEBS: Cutfoot l4ne (&5ffi)hrat«ttK» 
366 mBestg WTgcrier ftorti fiorton Pentotr. Somerset. 


w 


FERGUSON FAWSrrr ARMS SELLING 
HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^K)0 added 
7f 100 yds 

sajvk rongittgfMfB6MMMreTM0-~JadMa8B 

000600 SMART Buesr (7)OSw5 Sll^- 

4-0515 JVMBfflP3)fa)iJtafietol5B6 -JtM*8B 

0004)6 SPBBAW(tiaCT6'* , 9 m595 ' , ---'~ JS, * Mf7J “ 


. BOLLINGER SERES AMAIEUR HANDICAP 
! (CLASS E) £4,500 added lm 4f 

1 00500 UUNM {48JW A Sfcaart 8 120 HrCftor»Bj4)3B 

2 305062 PAYHMU6£(2S«IBakfog911i2 MrAteidbdl 

3 1324)0 Fua71«8mif(2^WUtor0ri!4U12_JA’CB*M4 

4 3334)8 »«»NMMWPB(anF5117 JfcABte*(fl2 

• 4dedarsd- 

BETnNS: B-4 Pay Ikwnga, 7 ^ ftattcrtl, 3-1 frt ItatrSta. 8-1 LaAtai 

WBJL1AM JACKSON'S HAMMCAP (CLASS 
D) £8000 added lm lOOyds 


i WELLBSNG NOVICE STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5000 added 2YO 5f 

1 1 P9WCEUr«n(SJ)mHJNnaw94 _JWaamr4 

2 41125 £A»aDEp5P)POJB?oy94 ;._PRiwyI3)3 

3 15 BUlSWI6VCT>iaA(8a(0lMtoaite813JIWrtand[7)2 

4 0 CAFEK0P£(3J)B8a5812 RM«B 

5 2133 BRANSIONBBlB7 <aB)(ai) |BF)JEyv611 RU«*1 

BEnWftll(8M*a(yH4* ,, ,MSiBdibte4-ltoritaB“Bariy,lMBteu». 
big Vtctarta,l» Cape Hope 


xi 3 RRsrvaiAttfiUpRJ acwss PFraeq-pjja 

12 HOAAND COMAON N Titter B 9 KteBaktoS 

13 5 REI11JESHG (60) MN Easatv B 9~ iWa*w3H 

14 UPMIUrsNUaiaulryBS BttBtatolS 

15 0 U)WWME 6 «l(lflJWw"Bf J»Hal«dl3 

16 3 OPOMft.(lfi)TEtoBDr89 „_..W HTCarmarl 

~ IB declared - 

BETTOtt: 3-1 FW «teff, «*■ »*»«*. UaOto Baater. 7-1 Naf- 
tfes^.OMtotiB-lRrttMato, ^lVude»DrirtB,SrnartPrtiC4,lB<»i- 
Bfeten.U-laBK» 


9l20 


850 


7^0 


1 410001 PHDe OF POWER (CO) U wane 6 1021664 


jHarttaDeyrem 4 

JWsMcrO 


304)52 OFWENT (7) MaURwttay 6100 j-™- 

00422 B0U«FaAI«(BJjMmIEatef8rSMa 

400456 PUBlfi08)MBanaBrqP9U 

006002 0«CVAlBnM(»)WHHcMiiM591D<toatoffl* 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 


JACKSONS FDQDSTORE MADEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4*550 added 2YO 5f 

mUH&cqsiaC7hoti«nn90.... ■■ h ea n Httetwi 11 

nsaB(YEnwi6aASinih9 0 — 

NUtlEAR DEBASE |UGA) Hs J Ransdrn 9 0™J Fortune 7 
0 PSCTMJBotgriMySO— — — — JfCarMal* 
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Ballesteros 
needs Cup 
‘miracle’ 


Golf 


ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Druids Glen 

Seve Ballesteros, never one to 
admit defeat lightly, seems to 
have finally bowed to the in- 
evitable in order to give Europe 
the best chance of re taining the 
Ryder Cup at \&lderrama in 
September. Ballesteros is virtu- 
ally certain will be strictly a 
non-playing captain. At pre- 
sent, he is amply not a match for 
Europe’s emerging talent, such 
as Lee Westwood and Thomas 
Bjorn. 

The Spaniard would have to 
have been one wild card short 
of a full team to pick himself and 
combine playing with the cares 
of captaincy. His predecessor, 
Bernard Gallacher, for one, 
thought it impossible. But by re- 
fusing to rule himself out until 
the team are finalised on 31 Au- 
gust, Ballesteros merely fuelled 
speculation. 

In truth, the proud champion 
that he is, Ballesteros needed the 
stimulus of attempting to main- 
tain a place as one of the top- 
12 European golfers to help 
reverse the worst form of his ca- 
reer. His dedskjn may signal the 
fact that his playing will take a 
back seat for the moment 

Yesterday, in his first round 
since his back troubles forced 
him out of the Volvo PGA six 
weeks ago, Ballesteros shot a 
four-over 75 in the Irish Open, 
10 shots behind the leader 
Westwood. The 24-year-old 
from Worksop established a 


new course record hereto lead 
by one from another young 
player who could confirm his 
Ryder Cup place this week, 
Denmark’s Bjorn. 

Steven Richardson, who 
made his first cut this year at 
the 16th attempt last week at 
the French Open, was among 
those on four under and the de- 
fending champion, Colin 
Montgomerie, was happy with 
his 68. 

“The way 1 am playing, it 
would not be fair to pick myself 
unless things change dramati- 
cally," Ballesteros said. “It 
seems to me not posable to play 
and be the captain, and to do a 
good job. Unless there is a 
miracle, I will not be playing. 

“I didn't think there would be 
so much talk about the Ryder 
Cup when 1 took the job. It has 
been difficult because I have 
been struggling with my game. 
There are always questions 
about my back and my swing. It 
is nice people care to ask, but 
1 don't want to talk about my 
back axry more. Today my 75 was 
the best score I could have done. 
I’ve just got no rhythm. It’s dif- 
ficult to come back and play 
well, especially when you have 
no confidence.” 

It was indeed full of much 
Ballesteros b rillian ce around the 
greens, but his long game left 
little to talk abouL 

Instead, there were further 
compliments for Westwood. 
Nick Faldo, who made a solid, 
if unspectacular, start with a 69, 
played a practice round prior to 
the US Open with Westwood 



and found himself 30 yards be- 
hind off the tee. 

“Lee is maturing all the time. 
Once be learns to win a bit more 
he’s going to be a dominant force 
in European go if,” Faldo said. 

Learning from defeat was the 
key, Faldo said, although West- 
wood has nothing much to for- 
give himseif in his near misses this 


season, having lost to Jose Maria 
Olazabal in the Canaries, Bern- 
hard Langer at The Oxford- 
shire and Montgomerie at Slaley 
HalL 

His start yesterday was 
breathtaking: a seven-iron to 12 
feet at the 10th, a four-iron to 
four feet for an eagle at the 11th, 
an eight-iron to 15 feet at the 


Leeds put unhappy Holroyd on the transfer list 


Rugby League 

DAVE HAD FI ELD 


Leeds have put their goal-kick- 
ing half-back Graham Holroyd 
on the transfer list for £195,000 
after he asked for a move. The 
21-year-old kicked the winning 
penalty against Halifax on Wde- 
nesday, but has been unhappy 
at being used largely as a sub- 


stitute since the arrival of the 
dub record signing, Iestyn Har- 
ris. Holroyd has already been 
linked with Sheffield Eagles 
and Richmond rugby union 
duh, but both will find the 
price prohibiuve. 

Leeds prop Barrie McDer- 
mott will be out for six months 
after breaking his leg and frac- 
turing an ankle in last night’s vic- 
tory over Castleford at Head- 


ingiey. McDermott has had a 
pin inserted in his ankl e and a 
plate put into his leg, and 
misses the lest series against 
Australia. 

Wigan and the London Bron- 
cos are playing for second place 
in the Stones Super League 
Championship when they meet 
at The Stoop tonight. Both are 
10 points behind the Bradford 
Bulls with a match in hand. 


There will be two familiar 
English faces in the London 
line-up, with Shaun Edwards 
and Martin Offiah facing their 
old dub. 

Although the London coach, 
Tony Currie, is keeping quiet 
about some positional switch- 
es he has in mind, he will have 
his captain, Tfeny Matterson, 
available. Matterson has with- 
drawn from the Scotland squad 


Regan’s delight at 

final Test call-up 


12th and awedge to two feet at 
the 14th. “It was a great start, 
difficult to make a mess of it 
when you are five under after 
five holes,” he said. 

HUH oral (Dnrfds Oan, Co WcMow) Em* 
Mom nw i M 
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Rugby Unkwi 

CHRIS HEWETT 
reports from Johannesburg 

Mark Regan went 
drinking in the Last 
Chance Saloon in 
Welkom on Tuesday, 
not knowing whether 
he would disccwer.tbe elbdr of 
life or end up drowning his sor- 
rows. Happily for’ England’s 
ebullient booker, he emerged 
invigorated with a priceless 
vote of confidence from Fran 
Cotton and bis Lions selectors: 

Regan V outstanding perfor-' 
mance in the final midweek 
match against -Northern Free 
State won hhn a dace in the ade 
far tomorrow's third and last Tfest 
with South Africa here. He 
comes into the front row for the 
injured Keith Wood and while 
the decision was a tight one - 
Barry Williams, the Richmond- 
bound Welshman, had been the 
replacement hookerin both the 
CapeTfcrwn and Durban match- 
es - the management opted for 
the man on the hotter streak. 

“We were delighted with 
Mark's all-round play on Tues- 
day and we've always said we 


would pick players whose form 
pushed them foiward for se- 
lection inthe next game," said 
Ian McGee chan, the Lions' ‘ 
coach, by way of explaining the • 
apparent ^about-face. Regan 
put it more personally. “TUes: 
daywas allaboot pride and self- 
respect,” be said. “I can’t say 
how delighted I am.” 

Two other players, Mike Catt 
and Tony Underwood, will win 
first Lions caps at out&ide-half 
and left wing respectively, while 

Nefl Back, the Leicester open- 
side flanker who played as a re- 
placement in Durban last 
weekend, makes his first Tbst 
start ahead of Richard H3L The 
South African-born Catt gets his - 
chance . because Gregor 
Ibwnsend has pulled a thigh 
muscle, while underwood re- 
places Alan Tail, who picked up 
a groin strain during the epic 
second TfesL 

- Catt will renew an old ac- 
quaintance at Ellis Park in the 
shape of Jannie de Beer, the 
Free State stand-off and a fel- 
low debutant at this leveL The 
two played against each other 
during their schooldays in Port 
Elizabeth. “Jannie was and is a 
very talented footballer who 


kicks superbly,” Catt said. 
‘There are new players in both 
sides .and they'll be keen to 
make things happen, so 1 think 
both of us wiH be looking to cre- 
ate as open a game as possible. 

~*‘This is another of life’s op- 
portunities; since moving lb 
. England it has been one of my 
goals to beat South Africa in 
South Africa. I'Ve never had the 
chance before.” 

" Tim Stimpson, the Lions’ 
leading point-scorer with 111, 
wins a place on the Test bench 
for the first time, as do Allan 
Bateman and David Young, 
the two Welshmen, and it may 
well be part of the strategy to 
. use three or more substitutes in 
the course of what promises to 
be another extreme encounter. 

BRITISH ISLES; N Jenkins [PonrypKH and 
WBtesl; J BuM ay (N o wc as t to ana Engana). 
J Gascntt (Bath and Errand). S abbs 
(Swansea and Wales), T LMcnnod (New- 
castle and Engandj; M Catt ffiafi and Eng- 
lanQ.M Damns (Nanhamoain and Engandt; 
T Smith (Wscsoreans and Scotland). M Re- 
frwlftttBflanflEm)Bnoi.PW aftM a(Saia- 
oens and Ireland). M Johnson (leicester and 
EnUand.cacU.JDsvkfsoa (London tosh and 
defend). LDAgjht (Wasps and EngancD.T 
RorBer {NorttiBnpton and Engand). N Back 
(Leicester and Erjgand). R sp I s i JMimitt; T 
Stimpson (Newcastle and Engand), * Bate- 
man (Richmond and Mates), A Msatey 
astaaasrand Engand), B Warns (Reftmond 
and Wales), D Youatf (CarddT and Males), R 
KB (Saracens and England). 


Spain's Seve Ballesteros plays out of a bunker at the 11th hole during a wild opening 
round 75 in the Irish Open yesterday Photograph: Andrew Red ingron/AI [sport 


Backley’s Bislett duel 


Athletics 


to play France in Glasgow next 
week because of a nagging 
calf injury, but will be patched 
up to face Wfgan, who bave 
Paul Koloi on the wing in 
place of the injured Andy 
Johnson. 

John Du fry. the 17-year-old 
Warrington scrum-half who has 
just recovered from a broken 
leg, has been added to the 
Scottish squad. 


MIKE RQWBOTTOM 


Steve Backley will discover in 
Oslo tonight how realistic are 
his chances of turning the silver 
he earned at last summer's 
Olympics into gold at this year's 
World Championships. 

Backley throwing the javelin 
consistently well after a trouble- 
free winter of t raining , faces the 
world and Olympic champion 
Jan Zelezny in tbe Bislett 
Games, an event with a histo- 
ry of fine javelin performances, 
and a place where Zelezny has 
set a world record. 

The Briton was due to meet 
Zelezny at last weekend’s 
British Grand Prix in Sheffield, 
but the Czech thrower, who has 
been troubled with injury this 
season, withdrew. 

A throw of 86 metres was suf- 
ficient for Backley to add a vic- 
tory in Sheffield to the one he 
had achieved with a similar 
distance the previous week at 


the European Cup in Munich. 
He knows he is going well, but 
Zelezny has a 94.02m throw to 
his credit this year. 

“You can never write Zelezny 
off,” Backley said. “Every time 
you do hbcomes out with aD guns 
ablaze and everyone suffers.” 

With the world Champi- 
onships in Athens three weeks 
away, Backley sees Oslo as an 
opportunity to gauge how 
everyone stands in the javelin 
world. “I’ve still got plenty of 
time to step up my drill move- 
ments," he said. “But it would 
be nice to get one over on Jan." 

Linford Christie will also be 
seeking to get one over on his 
friend and training partner 
Hankie Fredericks, wno left him 
trailing in Lausanne on 
Wednesday night as the Namib- 
ian finished second to the US 
champion, Maurice Greene. 
Christie's business partner. Col- 
in Jackson, also has a point to 
prove in the 110m hurdles 
against two of the Americans 
who finished ahead of him in 


Switzerland, Allen Johnson and 
Mark Crear. 

Salty Gunnell, well beaten 
over the 400m hurdles at 
Sheffield, returns to top flight ac- 
tion against the Olympic cham- 
pion. Deon He minings, and the 
wodd record holder, Kim Batten. 

While Oslo has hosted top 
quality spear-throwing, the out- 
standing performances have 
occurred in middle-distance 
running, particularly in the G 
10,000m. Halle Gebrselassie 
will tonight attempt to regain 
the world record he lost to 
Salah Hissou last year. The 
Moroccan’s worid record of 
23 min 3S.08sec eclipsed the 
26:4353 Gebrselassie achieved 
in 1995. 

Both the previous world 
marks were set within the shel- 
tered but vibrant confines of the 
Bislett Stadium, with Kenya's 
Yobes Omdieki breaking the 27- 
minute barrier in 1993 and his 
fellow countryman William 
Sigei improving the mark to 
265253 the following year. 
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3 football manager requires a rare 
; combination ot leadership, judgement and 
. football savvy. 

, FIFA Soccer Manager's revolutionary 
Artificial Intelligence ensures that every 
, action you lake influences [he run ol play. All 
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In the boxing world today, anything goes if it drums up a profit 


AnradereiMdable reaction to Mike 
Tyson s outrageous behaviour is 
lh ^l t lh e contempt many 
people for professional box^ 
Trage*,- has unposed itself toooE 

ten on boxing for last Saturday's 
squalid events at the MGM GrSd 
m Las Veeas to tv „ 


,777 uv accn as lenninaflv 

sdf-destnjctivc. But even some of us 
who continue to find the rough old 
game in us purest form thrininjhave 

ftitunf P * t * >ubls a *® ut long-term 

*?* “P * 1 subscribed to 
me rules of pohtc society and, as 
y 00 * ““age as a violent living-on- 
ibe-edge predator has always been 
a big part of his appeal, the career 
or boxing s cash machine -’Risod’s 
purses for six contests since being 


released from prison exceed Sl40m 
(£ 86 m) - may not be over. 

Although executives of the cable 
television network. Showtime, that 
has provided much of Tyson's wealth 
were unquestionably appalled try his 
despicable conduct they are sensi- 
tive to the possibility of a move by 
their chief rivals, Home Bax Office. 

1 am reliably informed that HBO 
want nothing to do with the former 
undisputed champion, and in any 
ease responsibility for e nsuring that 
TVson is suitably punished rests 
with the Nevada Athl etic Commis- 
sion. Empowered by state law to fine 
Tyson 10 per coat of his S30m purse 
they are obliged to impose at least 
an 18-month suspension. Any thing 
less would be an insult 10 society and 


in ignorance of widespread revul- 
sion. 

' In the four days since Tyson was 


3’s ears 1 have spoken to many 
people who watched the incidents 
on television or read about them in 
newspapers. All were disgusted, 
none convinced by the apology 
Tyson issued on Monday. 

They included a small group of 
boys at baseball batting practice in 
Albany. Asked if they thought that 
Tyson's remorse is genuine, one, a 
rough looking item, said, “Nsw, he’s 
just trying Lo get off those charges." 

A problem for the traditionalists 
is that television's pernicious influ- 
ence has served to place boxing only 
a short step ahead of professional 



KEN JONES 


wrestling. Promoters argue that 
they toast conform 10 modem pref- 
erences in Style and presentation but 
this ignores the importance of box- 
ing's traditional dignity. 

Last week, for example, before 
Holyfield and Tyson took turns to 


speak at a press conference, we were 
subjected to a horrible slanging 
match between two women who ap- 
peared on the undercard. Apart 
from a personal objection to women 
in the ring this was typical of values 
that now prevail in boxing. Anything 
goes if it drums up a profit. 

It was suggested this week that a 
sure-fire seller would be Tyson 
against the ancient George Fore- 
man. “Bring that one in and you'd 
be sure of a pay-per-view record." 
somebody said. Inis says a great deal 
about human nature. 

As for Tyson, he can do longer be 
regarded as one of the great heavy- 
weights. Even before incarceration 
took away his once remarkable leg 

fwas 


not enough to suggest that he would 
have been even money with such no- 
tables as Muhammad Ah, Joe Fra- 
zier, Larry Holmes, Foreman and 
Sonny Usion. And there is no 
longer any doubt that much of his 
success sprang from intimidation. 

It was significant last week that 
Tyson never once tried to catch 
Holyfield’s attention during the 
preliminaries. Holyfield, meanwhile, 
was a picture of serenity, confident 

that he had Tyson’s measure. 

Not much credence can be given 
to the Jbemy that TJsan took the cow- 
ard’s wav out by getting himself dis- 

qualifie'd. Paradoxically, the 
self-styled “baddest man on the 

S t" proved again that be cannot 
e a rough contest and lost all 


control when a head bull split his 
right eyelid. 

Significantly, you may think. US 
television executives do not think this 
scandalous affair wQl have an advene 
effect on boxing's hard-core popu- 
larity. Rob Correa, vice-president of 
programming for CBS sports, said: 
“I don't think it's a bonus or a dis- 
traction. I just think it’s another vvacky 
day in the world of boxing. A lot of 
people tuned in to see Tyson out of 
curiosity, but 1 don’t think that’s go- 
ing to evolve into more or less view- 
ers in the future. This sport Is always 
on the verge of something chaotic." 

Sport? As the referee. Mills Lane, 
said after last week’s contest: a 
business that just happens to find its 
way on to the sports pages. 


Jansen takes on 
Celtic challenge 




MARK BURTON 

Wim Jansen was revealed yes- 
terday as the man who has tak- 
en on the poisoned chalice of 
the Scottish game, taking over 
as Celtic’s bead coach on a 
three-year contract. 

At least he will start the 
daunting task of producing a 
side to challenge Rangers' dom- 
inance in familiar surround- 
ings. He wfll link up with his Dew 
charges today, one day into 
their three-match tour of his na- 
tive Netherlands. 

The appointment of 53-year- 
old Jansen brings to an end 
Celtic's search for a new figure- 


bead after the dismissal pf man- 
ager Tranniy Bums 10 weeks ago. 

Jansen, flanked by Celtic’s 
managing director, Fergus Mc- 
Cann, and their general man- 
ager, Jock Brown, when his 
appointment was announced 
yesterday, has been out of foot- 
ball for six months after being 
in charge of the Japanese 
League side, San Frecce, He 
made his name as a coach at the 
Rotterdam dub, Feyenoord. 

Jansen acknowledged that 
he faces a big challenge, but It 
is one he relishes. “Celtic has al- 
ways had a special place in my 
memories," he said “They were 
involved in the greatest day of 
my career - the 1970 European 
Cup final against Feyenoord - 


Lightbourne opts 
for Coventry move 


Coventry City have beaten 
Sheffield Wednesday to the sig- 
nature of Kyle lightbourne, 
Walsall's Bermudan interna- 
tional striker, with the fee like- 
ly to be decided by a tribunal. 
Eoin Jess has left Coventry to 
rejoin Aberdeen for £650,000. 

Steve Sedgley, Ipswich’s for- 
mer Tbttenham utiiityplayer, is 
set to join Wolves after talks 
with Mark McGhee yesterday. 

Paul Bracewell, the Sunder- 
land and former England mid- 
fielder. has followed Peter 
Beardsley in turning down the 
chance to succeed Lou Macari 
as manager of Stoke, who hope 
to sign Port Vale's Tony Naylor 
as a replacement for Mike 
Sheron, who has moved to 
Queen's Park Rangers. 

Dario Gradi. the Crewe man- 
ager. has agreed a £ 2 m fee 



no pressure on him to go," Gra- 
di said, “but if they want him to 
spend a season in tbeir re- 


Dismasted 
Briton in 
amazing race 

Sailing 

In a remarkable piece of inge- 
nuity and sheer determination, 
British shorthanded sailor Mark 
Turner, with crew Fred Leclere, 
yesterday completed the Mini 
Fastnet 11th out of 29 starters 
despite being partially dis- 
masted in high winds north of 
the Scillics on Tuesday, writes 
Stuart Alexander. 

This means that he and his 
6.5-metre Fi nor-designed Car- 
phone Warehouse have quali- 
fied for the singlehanded Mini 
Transut which starts on 2b Sep- 
tember in Brest. Thmer even 
hopes to do a singlehanded 
race across the Bay of Biscay 
later this month. 

TUmer brought his yacht mto 
the finish at Cc Trebeurden, 
near Roscoff. Brittany, at 
lunchtime yesterday having 
ringed a reduced mainsail ana 
jib 10 take advantage of surfing 
conditions all the way home. He 
also had to repair a serious leak 
in the stem after the backstay, 
had been ripped out. 


serves first, then he might as well 
play for ns." 

The Football League could 
follow their Continental coun- 
terparts if the introduction of a 
long-term loan system is given 
the go-ahead later this month. 

Foreign dubs already have 
the provision for laking playere 
on-loan for up to a season and 
a similar suggestion recently re- 
ceived widespread support at 
the Football League's Chair- 
mans' Conference in mid-June. 

Existing arrangements, which 
will remain unaltered, allow 
five players to be signed in any 
one season and no more than ■ 
two at any one time. However, 
the system could be supple- 
mented by the introduction of 
new rules which would allow 
dubs the opportunity to take on 
two additional players on a 
long-term basis. 

Chester's manager, the for- 
mer Welsh international Kevin 
Ratcliff e, has hung up bis boots 
after a career spanning almost 
20 years. 


Pressure on 
Estorilto 
improve track 

Motor racing 

The Portuguese government, 
racing against time to regain a 
Formula One grand prix at Es- 
toril this year, is pondering 
drastic action to meet the dead- 
line for Che trade improvements 
there that have been demand- 
ed by the sport's ruling body. 

The FIA gave a 31 August 
deadline for the completion of 
improvements at the country’s 
only Formula One circuit, but 
negotiations between the gov- 
ernment and the circuit’s own- 
ers are deadlocked. Officials are 
considering requisitioning the 
venue so that work can be start- 
ed, according to the daily news- 
paper Publico. The government 
may also choose to expropriate 
the circuit or build a new one, 
the report said 
| Rubens Barrichello escaped 
unhurt from a 175tnph crash 
during testing at Sflverstone 
yesterday. Mike Hakkinen 
recorded the fastest time in a 
session which also saw Damon 
Hill crash into the pit wall. 


and I want to bring Celtic back 
to the highest leveL I am de- 
lighted to be joining such a fa- 
mous club." 

Jansen won 65 caps and 
played alongside the Dutch 
legend, Johan Cruyff. 

Sheffield United, frustrated 
in their pursuit of Bruce Rioch 
by Queen's Park Rangers’ re- 
fusal to allow them to talk to 
their assistant manager, met Joe 
Royle for secret talks yesterday 
about becoming their new man- 

Howard ^endaff^The former 
Everton manager impressed 
United officials at an interview 
and maybe given the post in the 
next 4S hours. 

Royle would link up again 
with Ins old Everton No 2 VriHie 
Donachie if he asked to replace 
Kendall. 

Chris Waddle is in talks with 
Burnley about becoming tbeir 
new player-manager. The former 
En gland winger and his agent 
met the Second Division dub last 
ifight and he could pip Wrex- 
ham’s Brian Flynn for the job. 

Fabririo Ravanelli is facing 
disciplinary action from Mid- 
dlesbrough after faffing to re- 
port back for training at the 
Riverside Stadium yesterday. 
The Italian striker, who is ex- 
pected to leave Tbesside before 
next season kicks off, has al- 
ready said he wfll not play for 
Boro following their relega- 
tion from the Premiership. 

His escape route could take 
him to Goodison Park. Baton's 
new manager, Howard Kendall, 
has told Bryan Robson to take 
his pick of players in exchange 
for Fabrizio Ravanelli Kendall 
is willing to give Middlesbrough 
one, or even two, of his squad 
for the Italian striker. 

Sasa Currie, the Aston Villa 
midfielder, was another foi 
import to fail to report back 
pre-season training. The Yu- 
goslav international wfll face the 
wrath of his manager, Brian Lit- 
tle, after befog stranded in Spain 
with an expired visa. 


Athletics 

The Italian 

today they were cancelling the 
Hfition of the Sestriere meeting at Eu- 
rope's h©wsr Track. The took meet w« 
be definitely held nett year. 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Lausamw 
Proud Pita MM Mm MOm A IMS 1 M 

Com IUS) OSOmc a F FfcdaMa W**0 9.91; 

3 O BUey (Can) 9 ST; 7 LCWWw ffiffi 1012- 
100n B baat 1 K SmB-Thompson [US) 10XU; 
X Laoy Bunas (USl 10.08; 3 N Asahera Uetanj 
10.08; 8 1 HacW (GEO 10.17. 20OK 1 ABoMon 
(TVmj 20^4 2 KfjWe IUSJ 21X23: 3 0 
800 IB-tt 20-32. M 3 J Re®s (GBl. 400CC 
1 B ffcynottJ (US) 4MR a I Thoms (GB|4*46J 
3 T Weram (UE) 4^ « M tawiaen (GSI 
-M.70. BOOm l w KMnr (Den) 2 P 

NdutUfl (Ken) 1*4.23; 3 F Omencha (Ken) 
1*4 13ft 8 C Wm |M» 1*7.72. KWOK 1 
MSuMW (Qbw) £3030; 2 I vndo» Be! 
3385ft 3 E Mwu (tan) £38-73. EyOOOm X 
(tan) 1300-30; 2 S Hhmi (Mat 



University College Dublin (left) and Nottingham University avoid a ducking in the Temple Cup yesterday 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


Searle sets up stern test of his sculling 


Rowing 


HUGH MATHESON 
reports from Henley 

Healey Royal Regatta came to 
muscular life yesterday in the 
Diamond Sculls when two of the 
best-developed converts to the 
single life, Jamie Koven of the 
United States, and Greg Sear- 
le of Motesey and Great Britain, 
14st 71b and 15st respectively, 
cruised through the second 
round. 


Tbday Searle will race Adri 
Middag, the Dutchman who 
looked smooth and accom- 
plished yesterday and could 
prove a stumbling block in what 
Searle described as “a winnaWe 
race". 

lo the other half of the draw, 
Peter Homing defied his early 
season form to scull through 
Nick Macdonald Crowley, the 
first “selected” sculler to be put 
out. Haining happy with his re- 
turning strength, embraced the 
loser on the finish line and 


SPORTING DIGEST 


» 7 Moments tt3Mngty Houtam 6 Ctev»- 
tend 2 Si touts 2 Mmreoota 1 flO tarings): Un 
Ar&fes 5 Anshdm 4; Son OKgo 8 Sente 5. 

Gay pigeon shooting 

Tw> loaner wextd sportjm champions 
sat the pace on the second day of quai- 
ling for the Embassy English Open 
Championship at Grtmsthorpe Shooting 
Ground in Lincolnshire yestwtiay. War- 
wickshire's Cart Btomhem posted a 
score of 96 and Jo Marsh, the farmer 
womens' MXldi*ampion,shotanxi^ 
of 78. 

Football 

BMMDON KKKH (Hon* Kong): *md Al£tar 
XI 3 FUa Wferid 34 5. 


Ofyapfc Games 

Hongkong's continued participation in 
the OMnpfc Games, inder Their own flag 
was assured yesterday by Juan Arrto- 
nto Samaranch, president of the In- 
ternational Olympic Committee. 

Rugby League 

WEDNESDAY'S LATE RESULTS: SUM* Sopor 
taaWMi Bantam 34 Cank*xtl 2H Lee*. 20 H* 
itn 18 : Paris 16 Soitm) 2*; swuk) 14 S( He- 
tem 12. 

Rugby Union 

Maesteg have lost Noel Thomas, their 



3 F BaytesoBft) 1332JBR. llfloi ha- 
Mac 1 A Johnson (U&13JLT: 2 M Crtar (US) 
1321; 3 A earn nw 3327; 4CJo£*sai|OJ) 
3328. 400m hidac X B Bronson (US) 47,77i 
2 S Msttte (Zsmj 4833; 3 S Dwfflra (Ft) 48.47. 
3/XXkn ttw o factaw; X MNpwnw (Kant 
8:1220: 2 W Kphonsf (Hut) BP2fi9| 3 B Eta- 
nw« (KaV 8^-33 Ihpto Jm 1 K Honm 
(US 17.43m; 2 y Quanta (OjM) IT3U 3 0 
_ . iLRtodoiifiw) 


(MtaUml MM florifloM 275 S 

Dodd TO 0869 e£ 278 C EMna 72 67 60 73 
^ 282 L VWntfl 68 71 72 71; P AMbasnr 73 65 


2 A3«WfUS 6344;3ASM«^ 


Hxnmun nteniJO. 

Mto 2 A Safcfl (US 

WofiME 100*: 2 8 Deiim IUSJ 
2 U Jm (US) 1080; 3 Z nwMh (Uhl 1UJ7. 
200k 1 M Ganftxd (Aus) 22.73 : 2 M-J Feme 
(W 22.7B: 3 M Fnci (JBffll 22.78. 400m: 1 F 
Oewoi»o 9<toW) auft 2 J Ute* (US) 602U; 
3T0WM 5068. MSK 1 S HBMcon 

(VJSi *T*1 2CD1«C 2 A Wsywmfcnn (SMC 
43897: 3 L Bwl»« 438.06. tOOm tor- 

•Bov & L Eiwutst (Swe) 12.65; 2 B BuhoMe 
(Sb«nJ12.78;3MBWnian(*mj 

1 0 tanrtflg (iamj 5177; 2_T 

r] 84.54: 3 KE 


maffisawisvgas 

- 1 


X T Tltea (non) 65.7Goij2SJf 
3 0 Onehtitnama (ttusj 60-56. 


{02*06236; 


B«a7LEAfiUEOA**8;Clnctnna!7Vifcw*w 

4; |>«Qt9NewVdikMeQ7;Ma2a2NMVML 

Ylnta»« 0; C»cm> CI£9 3 Kansas Oly 2; Bal- 

arf3ttK«as 

CMonWto&K l:T«aM9Caicwdo Jitoro- 


74 7a S Anton 09 67 GO 7T. 284 S TTonpeoo 
70 72 70 72; N BOW 76 89 72 67; A VM 76 
68 6T 72: N UkchOI 73 73 68 72. 28S A TB- 
man 7468 71 72; 5 MacPtwnon 7l 70 74 70. 

Hoekay 

KOREAN TELECOM CUP (SmmI): Korea 2 Eng- 
todJjCanaflaiWtamaiaOiNetfwtan a aOAutr 
tnaa 3. Sbndn» (*nm 4 fm): 1 Aiasafe 
30pm 2 NeOwands ft 3 Korea 6; 4 Engtend 
4; B$atada 3; 6 Ai^fWna 3. 

Motor racing 

Srefan Johannson and Pieriuig Marti- 
ni, the fonnerffand prix drivers, are to 
drive the twice U Mans- winning Joast 

Porsche In the opening race ofthe new 

International Spots Raoir^ Series at 
Dortngton Park thfe Sunday. 

WflBams tEam W0ne«s teaified in 
Imota, Itoy on Wednesday that sreerung 
column bHue was not to bfame for Pry- 
ton Serna's fated crash during the 1804 
S»Mart»GiBndf^Pro9scutoMau> 
ri» Ras^wi, who a Dying ax formula 
One effleiats for mansiaughtet contends 
tiwa failure in the modmed aeerfnfiool' 

■ irfih rfiifEAri ttw mch 


Sailing 

The Spirit of ftjrtsmouth attempt to cross 
the Atlantic In a 24ft sentf-rigd Inflat- 
able powerboat was back on schedule 
as skipper Alan Prfddy and his three crew 
left Areuk fjord, Greenland on the 800- 
mile leg to Iceland. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


The number of spectators at 
; Wednesday's championship 
game between Botafogo and 
Fluiniriense in Brazil. The 
game* which had expected a 
crowd of. 80,000, had been 
pisfocned m Msji and the new 
datBOri^airpngsd on Morxtey. 


said: “Eveiyday it’s a little 
better." 

The women’s sculling event, 
now known as the Princess Roy- 
aj Challenge Cup. opened with 
wins for the two Olympians, 
Britain's Gum Batten and Maria 
Bran din from Sweden, who set 
the record here in 1995. 

In the Princess Elizabeth 
Cup for schools when West- 
minster, winners of the second- 
rank event at the National 
Schools Regatta beat Radley, 
who won the top title their. 


Speedway 

WEDNESDAYS LATE RESULTS: Pramtor 
(aa0MC Long Emoo 52 GUMw 37. Rw Toaai 
Ctmpkm&Np (Mbs* Hu* & Stoic 26 SMg- 
neat 21 ShUtald UL Star Cm StxnMaet Peak 
S3 COMntiy iMi 9&S5 on AUraMq). 

Squash 

Peter Marshall, Nottingham’s former 
world No 2, has taken his first PSA World 
Cup Tour title fallowing a two-year lay- 
off by defeating Mark Maestri, of Ger- 
many. 15-5. 15-6, 15-9, in the final 
of me Rental Open Championship in 
PfBridrchen. Germany. 

ROTTAL OPEN TOURNAMENT rpiwrtdrctao, 
GomaM) SnnMInfcPMBistwl Xtnffi biBW*. 
lertaaiGwt 184 1S8 15-6: 14 Uooetd IGe«l 12 
U Mjm (Get) 9-15 15-17 £-15 15- U. 15- U, 
Rpat: Marenaa H Vocarn 15-5 IS-6 15-9. 


FIXTURES 


Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: Bafia Vua v Eastbourne; 
Petortxjrougi v King's Lynn. 

PREMER LEAGUE KNOCK GUTCUR semi- 
final, first lag: Edinburgi v Reading. 
PRBMBR LEAGUE: Arena Essex v Sheffield. 
(8.0); Oxford v Long Eaton (7.45). 
AMATEUR LEAGUE: Bole VUe v Laih^ian, 
®LOj; Newport A EKooerv&Mon (7.0): Ox- 
ford tf Long Eaton & Wohnhampton (7.0). 

Rngby League 

STONES SUPER LEAGUE: London vlMgan 
(7-30). First DfvWon; pewsduyv Keigh- 
ley (7.45). 

Rogby Union 

TOUR MATCH: Eastern Prwnoe v Scotland 
(at Talcoffl Park. Pan Elizabeth. 6.0). 

Other sports 

BOWLS: Men’s Hnmo Iraomatwhal A Brnlsh 
Champbnstrps o*» etnf}: Scattsh Hbmanls 
NaBOhBl Cham p lonti i ips (Ayr). 

R0WM& Henley Royal Regatta (Henley). 
TENNIS; AH Engtend Championships 
WfirWedon). 


Westminster stole a quarter 
length off the start and had 
pulled out to half a length be- 
fore Radley hauled them back 
to level at the Mile Post, but 
Westminster dug deeper to win 
by two-thirds of a length. St 
Pauls wifl be happy lo have gpne 
six seconds filter beating 
Abingdon by two lengths. 

Rudergesellschaft Wiking, 

the Berlin lightweights entered 
in the Thames Cup for dub 
eights, were ruled out after Lhe 
Regatta’s authorities were told 


they had rowed with three 
overqualified oarsmen. 

The Thames Cup exdudes any 
who have raced in a World 
Championships or Olympics 
within the past lour yeare. “By the 
time they gpt to me that had read 
the rules carefully, and were ob- 
viously dismayed," the Regatta 
chairman. Mike Sweeney, said. 

Tideway Scullers School, 
coached by Richard Tinkler, 
“rowed over" lo gain a third 
round race with Castle Semple, 
of Scotland. 


HENLEY RESULTS 


TEMPLE CUP Sacond round: Queen's Uni- 


Tnttn (Msec; Uniwralty of Pwinsyt- 
rants at UnMntty of Brawl by IV- In &£% 
HaivanI llnhereny m Urweratty CoHosP Loo- 
aontiy2V‘<n 7:14; Esson-KiflMnfcrh bt Fur- 
nwai ScUSng Club 3 In 7:12; Carte Senate 
bt WMtiWHNn B eas ty m 7tf2; London RC 
be Garia&ochana BC IV. in &45: hnoert- 
af CbAega Kings Cofege bt Durtiam Unwr- 
Brty A V> in 6-36; UnMnily College DuMn 
be Nooinafam Un*eraKy V» m 6S0; PSA Uon 
bt Jesus CoUeee Coinnndeo 3'/> In 7:15; 
Dut«m IWveisty B bt Radey Col lego 3 t\ 
730: New Ce*egft Oxfort bt Kmainn Gram- 
mar Stfwol Vb m 7:20; Leads Unnenny be 
Queen's Collet Oxford 4>h ^ 7:17; Uniwf- 
•jry Of Washington w TtertcfcnR UnJvereny 3’/-> 
m 6:59; Eton CoUaee bt St HU & St Bede 
and Hatfield Cattega 4 in 7:2% Carnbridgi 
UmvefBty bt Unesd H06OC48 eas- 

Ry in 732; ChenmsS bt Amstentenuctie Slu- 
oanten Roeweeenyng Stofl ’h In 7KJ4 
GokSe bt Bn&enose Ccflege & St Edmund 
HeO, OxJort vasty In 6:54. 

PRMCESS ELIZABETH CUP Second round: 
St Raufs Scboal bt Abmgdon Scncd By 2 in 
6:53; Shrewsbury School bt Latyrrwr Upper 
School fwS'htn 7.14; Wonmouib School bt 
Bedford School by ?/: by 735; St Edward's 
School bt St Peso’s School eesty m &3S; 
Broote Scixxi bt Emn ColQ^ 2 n 7 JO; WJbS- 
mlnster School bt RadKy CoDegs A V. m 6t5^ 
PanteMume College bt Oundle School -h m 
7:1 7: Canfonf School bt Hampton School A 
‘b m 7:12. 

VtSITOttS CUP First round: Oxford Broof^es 
Unhreraty bt tea by 2 m 7:13: imperial Cd- 
lefie and Chering Cross Weanunaw Mwteal 
School ht Unveranrol London A by "6 in 7 JS; 
Newcastle urewretty bt Exeter Unversey by 
Bfo; Unnenfty of Natal bt Bedfard Sctool B 
37. m 731: Bedford School A bt fanny Col- 
lege Dublm '/: m 734; Umetsny of London 
B bt Monmouih School easily in 738. 
SILVER 606UT ABCfULLS CUP Firtt 
monk IA Herts JM Hafeman bt S R Moms 
C M Cusack by 37: m 8:40: Aft Tucker WH 
Castte te HS UWfllyn-USher TP Tony ty 37- 
in 834; JO Hopworth J P Pumg« bt SJ Good- 
win ME TtKfnpSon tar 3 m B.-09; C P rrsch- 
ef & fi FratrWB M G T Smmi & P D Thomas 
17. m 7.-55; P A J Bridge AM H W Pare* bt 
5 M Tangnev & J C Cole 'k ai BJA; RTTisnh- 


er4FBHum-0avi5btGJWard&RSRUrv 
dtewood essSy m 835; S J Mepham 4 P W 
Mepham bt J M FTyrm & R Dunlop easily in 
£b42. 

DIAMOND SOUS Second round: GMP 
Searte (X QOJ Qnffilhs » 4 ri R40: J W Kown 

bt S D Spofigs 4 in 839: D J Season bt G 
C Morrtcherdam 1Y« in 8^; A Middag bt 
U Meyw 5 «n &43; P M HauunE tt N J MO- 
DonaW-Crowtey 2 m 837; R S C Tucker bt 
S D Cotoert easw ti 834 M p toi Der School 
bt P A Hone 2 V. in B;49. 

DOUBLE SCUJLS nm rounrt GS Cundrt 
DV Proud bt Dd CWon PA Hone by no *i 839: 
J C Baler MMBeuan fat MF Haws MJOten 
4 1 /; #i 8:14: M D Free D Free bt I A Newae 
S F Dance 4 in C L B Long B N J long 

tg J L WaAer M W Fenton 4 in &41: BA Klein 
« R J Wwer at A Brt A T IT KmgswM 2'/. 
fa 7:43: D P AtWns APR Not*} K T P Dor 
Ml A D 2 Uoyd 2V-- In 8:10. 

THAMES CUP Saeond round: Noten^ram 
BC A M Vbsta RC by oaafy n 7KXS Tideway 
Sctilers School M Rudteigeacitechalt Wikmg 
dwr. Neptune st Thames Tradesmen^ 0 IV. 
m 7^)6: Upper Thames A bt St Catharine's 
17. in 634. 

BRUNMA CUP Saeond row* Lea RC Dt 
Impend CoDe^e London B by IV: m 7:40: 
St Andrew BC bt Thames RC B by 17< « 7,-54; 
Trinity College Chaim bt Staines BC 37: m 
8:03; RUdemsetachan Korea Hamburg bt 
Cambnrtge 99 3 m 7:43; Unwreity ct twv- 
nesota A tn Wagenmgsche Stuoenten Argo 
IV: m 7:54: Urwcrsby of London tn Snath 
chide University 2'/: In 727; Henley RC K 
Vesta RC 3 m 7:5-1. 

PRMCCSS ROVU. CUP Fbit round: RE Rud- 
tan bt RP b«edew W V. m 10:16: L M Hanson 
bt E L Aetenfc 3 m 10:00: S A WneWess 
Dt A L V Van Leemputten easily in 9;1T; B 
E Rbyeh ME Steve'S 2 V. it 10:12: G Bat- 
ten n L CretcNdy easAy m 9:lfi; M H Brandm 
bt H Little easily m 9:24. 

WYFDU) CUP Second rooMb Convnomal 
RCbt Upper Thames RCW2m 735: Ouaen'l 
loner BCtt The TteewaySnifes School Can- 
vas m 723; London bt Stanford 3 m 7:13; 
Chtte Amateur bt Twcteniwm l n 723; Mr*.- 
sey A bt Qtanen Oteq; Queen :, Tower bt The 
rKtewayScuileisStfwot Canvas m ?^*3j AJor- 
tmeham Dt Urwerem oi London Tynan Oub 
B 1 m 7:14. 
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3^a’s'6r3.6-2 

.by 

leiffdsr 
4>d the consnci Son that Koar- 
a path 



coming on b ehind her. 

' Down by the rubbish dump 
and old storehouses round the 

back of -Moscow’s, sprawling 

S nfch|j >Mp aritmii yafqnfli)tHV 

' Uke^T.'darseiy^for tte words' 
jno^amorous teenage lamk 

S ; bqr at the Spartak 
S ; Sports School-tbsy 
au telrii har d-hitti n g 16 -year- 
old for tfieitown and are_ ag^ 

^gpevpd ^ mecSa reports that she 

owesha success to coarfang at 
the Nick BoDettkd academy m 
Tforidaover the last five years. 
-^VVftiat is more, there are 
dCgg ns roCTe l b^tan yocngters 
.'whetfr-' she came liram. 
Kourtukova lias attended the 
Spartak school, one of the for- 
'mcrScwKtUnkm^iuIhimehot- 
hpusteft^ young sportir^talei^ 


sim y the- age of six. Of iu> IS 
. nwaiydaycourts.odycsic is in- 

Tttoots but acconSng.W Ktaff, 

Kourntkova still trains then: 

regularly. •All the credit’s going 
; to goBetrieri." directorNalalyu 
i-Kocbetkova said. “But «ie 
spends roost of her time here." 
■r ^pffitak’s Larisa - Preo- 
brazhenskaya is still Kounuko- 
. va’scoaduttaveSingwirtiher to 
^ tournaments, and another Spar- 

- -mk- ’cokh. Rosa Mukhamed- 
■ ~zhanwa,said: “Well produce a 

- lot mote Kournikovas in future. 

- WfeVedozens ofveiystiong un- 

der-! 2s and under-l4s.You’re 
going to see a tot more Russians 
in international tournaments." 
/• Staff at the school were 

- quick to praise her. “She 
; burned wrtn a huge desire to 
i play. Yon just couldn't get her 

- off the? court," said Marina 
Tyuryakova, wfio coached her 
for two years. “We're all very 
proud that such a great athlete 
grew up on these very cnurls," 

_ M likhamedzhanova added. 


O THE 


Men’s : ;V: i * T" - 

rfcsSv ';l*T “ 'v 


Martina Hingis shows the full face of the racket on the way to her victory in straight sets over Anna Kournikova yesterday 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Hingis pulls rank on Kournikova 


GUY HODGSON 



The problem with 
is that you 
tot guarantee 
'where it is going to 
happen. Britain wait- 
ed for the momentous to unfold 
oa No 1 Cburt yesterday, only for 
Centre Court to provide. It was 
like setting up your deckchair on 
the wrong Spanish beach and 
missing the Battle of Tbafalgar. 

All England expected; 16- 
year-old Martina Hingis did her 
duty, becoming the youngest 
Wimbledon finalist this century. 
If she wins tomorrow only Lot- 
tie Dod, at 15 years 285 days in 
1887, wifi have been a younger 
champion. The downside of 
Henmania has meant she is not 
getting the acclaim she deserves. 


Hingjs beat Anna Koumiko- 
va 6-3, 6-2 in lhr 2min that was 
not as easy as the scoreline sug- 
gests. The Russian possibly de- 
served a set. but Hingis is not 
in the habit of letting those slip, 
as six unblemished matches at 
Wimbledon testifies. “No one is 
going to ask what the score 
was," the No 1 seed said. “It's 
just a victory. 

“ft wasn't one of ray best per- 
formances. but she really went 
for her shots. I was like. *611 Gad, 
another winner 1 ." More impor- 
tantly. the flat trajectory of 
Koumikova's fierce shots left lit- 
tle margin of error and U was a 
line she frequently crossed. 

Nevertheless, Kournikova, 
also 16. has improved so much 
during the Championships that 
it has not required a fanciful 
imagination to foresee her ri- 


valry with Hingis developing 
into the clash of the titans that 
was Navratilova versus Evert 
Martina woo that series and an- 
other Martina yesterday went 
2-0 up in the current one. 

Hingis, for one. saw the lat- 
est victory as an instalment in a 
saga rather than a definitive 
statement “When we posed for 
the photographers after the toss 
I said 'This is not the first time 
and I'm sure there are going to 
be many more times'. Everyone 
is making a big rivaby of iL Un- 
til now I’ve beaten her at the 
great tournaments so she still has 
something to improve, but she's 
getting better and better." 

The Russian girl is so new to 
this game that her career earn- 
ings are $205,659 (£127,000), 
which' would keep most teenagers 
in Spice Girls paraphernalia but 


s laughably small in a sport 
where Hingis, just nine months 
older, has accumulated more 
than S3m (£l.Sm). Experience 
was bound to count sometime 
against her at Wimbledon, her 
second Grand Slam tournament, 
and that lime was yesterday. 

“I'm sure 1*1 1 learn something 
from this match." Kournikova 
said before looking at the pos- 
itive. “I’ve had a great tourna- 
ment, Fm really happy the way 
I played. It's unbelievable I gpt 
to the semi-finals. I was dream- 
ing about this." 

When she wakes up to real- 
ity it is safe to say an urgent drill 
on the training schedule at 
Nick BoncttierTs camp in Flori- 
da wfll be getting a serve to land 
in the box in such a way it does 
not crave to be walloped. Hingis 
hardly threatened Goran Ivani- 


sevic's record of 46 aces in a 
match either but at least her op- 
ponent bad to think a bit. The 
only problem when facing 
Kournikova yesterday was 
whether to go for the winner on 
the backhand or the forehand 
side. 

The first six games went to the 
receiver so that when Hingis ac- 
tually clung on to her serve you 
felt a turning point had arrived. 
So, dearly, did Kournikova who 
suddenly began to grimace with 
an injury to her left hip. 

What was really hurting her, 
however, was the innocuous 
nature of her opening shoL 
Kournikova has a wonderfully 
free forehand, about as exu- 
berant a shot as you will see in 
tennis, but it amounts to little 
if she is chasing the point rather 
than dominating it. 


Hingis sent her opponent 
from side to side, wearing her 
down with accuracy as much as 
power, so that if there are com- 
plaints about a trench at either 
end of the court you know who 
to blame. Kournikova returns 
like a boomerang she cannot re- 
trieve indefinitely. 

Koumikouva did not win a 
serve until she was 3-1 down in 
Lhe second set, by which time 
Hingis bad her gaze fixed on the 
finishing line. The last three 
games were over in a flash. 

R»r Hingis the chance is there 
to erase the memory of her los- 
ing the French Open final to Iva 
Majoli last month, her only de- 
feat this year in 43 matches. “In 
Paris I was already tired, when 
I stepped on to the court. I 
wasn t in great shape. This time 
I'm really looking forward to it” 



Broken Becker bids farewell 


GUY HODGSON 



Power play: Pete Sampras strikes a backhand during his 
four-set defeat of Boris Becker Photograph: Allsport 


ft was billed as the 
:ting of the triple 
bharapioos and po- 
/ temially the’ match 
of Wimbledon 1997. 
Instead it proved to be Boris 
Becker's valediction. Pete Sam- 
pras reached his fifth semi-final 
in six years; the German an- 
nounced his retirement 
The champion of 1985, 1986 
and 1989 and four-times runner- 
up revealed he would not be re- 
turning. “That's it for me,” he 
said. “This is my last time at 
Wimbledon. I feel it’s a good 
moment to go." 

The score yesterday was 6-1, 
6-7. 6-1, 6-4. but if you wanted 


a true representation of the way 
the match went h would be best 
to ignore the second set. Beck- 
er pickpocketed that as surely 
as if he had slipped his hand into 
his opponent's tennis bag. 

By the end he looked thor- 
oughly demoralised, shrieking 
at ms errors, hangdog in his de- 
meanour. He was reminiscent 
of Jimmy Connors facing John 
McEnroe in the 1984 ratal in 
that everything he tried simply 
could not cope with the wizardry 
heading his way. Sampras, yes- 
terday, was incandescent 

The lone was set from the be- 
ginning. Becker, once known as 
“ Boom-Boom" because of his 
service, was broken in the first 
game and lost the set in 25 min- 
utes. The statistic for first serves 


in said everything, 70 per cent 
for Sampras, 27 for Becker. 

In the second, the German 
clung on, barely threatening 
Sampras but somehow resisting 
the waves of power and inven- 
tion coming over from the oth- 
er side of the net Sampras 
would surely take the tic-break; 
incredibly he lost it 7-5. 

Would Sampras, Wimble- 
don’s champion for three suc- 
cessive years from 1993 to 1995, 
crack at this injustice? There 
was more chance of the AQ Eng- 
land Club painting advertising 
logos 00 their lawns. 

The American took the third 
set at a gallop and then broke 
Becker early in the third, win- 
ning in 2hr 2 min. When Sam- 
pras serves, volleys and passes 


Lake’s designs on stage career 


Valda Lake, the 2S-year-old 
Devon player, is swapping ten- 
nis for another kind of set. She 
is retiring to concentrate on her 
new career as a theatre set de- 
signer in New York. 

The bubbly Lake never rose 
to great heights on the tennis 
court but she had Uyearsort the 
circuit and was good enough to 
play for the British Fed Cup team 
last year and was runner-up to 
wyes' Sarah Loose-more in the 
British National championships 
at Telford in 1988. 

“I've been living m New York 
for the past two years, dabbling 
between tennis and set design- 
ing," she said. " But now rm go- 
ing to go full time with my 
design work. It's been great fun 
playing tennis all round the 
world but 1 guess you have to 
finish some Lime." 

Certainly Yhlda bowed out of 
Wimbledon with one last bright 
memory. Playing with the 
Berkshire player, Paul Hand, 
she was beaten in the first 


round of the mixed doubles by 
the South African John-Laffhie 
De Jager and a certain Marti- 
na Hingis. 

But as she said: ~lt was a good 
way to finish, playing against the 
best player in the world " 

□ □□ 

Wimbledon is a lime when all the 
former greats gather to chew the 
fiat and Charlie Pasarell, twice a 
record breaker at ‘Wimbledon, is 
no exception- 

Pasarell, who runs the Indi- 
an Wells tournament in Cali- 
fornia and serves on the ATP 
.Tournament Council, holds two 
records at Wimbledon that may 
never be equalled. 

He played an epic match 
against Pancho Gonzales in the 
1969 championships which last- 
ed for five hours and 12 minutes, 
the ksi^st in Wimbledon history. 

Two years earlier, he had 
beaten Manuel Santana, the 
Spaniard who was defending his 


title, in the first round, the first 
and only time that the holder 
has been beaten in his opening 
match. 

Pasarell, still looking very 
fit, said: “It seems like yester- 
day when I played Pancho and 
I still feel tired.” 

□ □□ 

Firefighter Eddy Spong. of the 
London Fire Brigade Western 
Command, has been stewarding 
3t Wimbledon for 24 years but 
be did not realise he might have 
another connection with the All 
England Oub. 

Eddy's 12-year-old daugh- 
ter. Samantha, was browsing 
through a Wimbledon pro- 
gramme when she noticed an ar- 
ticle about A E H Spong, who 
had won the All- England Cro- 
quet championship three years 
running in the 1890s. 

“Samantha asked me if we 
were related to this fellow." 
Eddy said. "But I don't really 


know. There are not too many 
Spongs about so there could be 
some connection.” 

□ □□ 

What has been the most amus- 
ing match at Wimbledon this 
year? According to many on- 
lookers, it was a mixed doubles 
match in the firsL round. 

What was good about it? On 
one side of the net was the 
American Kelly Jones, playing 
with the Australian Kristine 
Kunce, and on the other was 
Kelly ‘s wife, Tami, partnered by 
the South African Brent Hay- 
garth. 

Kelly, as a dutiful husband, 
never hit the ball too bard at his 
wife. But Tami had no such wor- 
ries. She helled the ball at Kel- 
ly with all her might. 

It didn’t do a lot of good Kel- 
ly and Kristine won 6-4 6-3, but 
they all had a good laugh, which 
makes a change in these days of 
high-powered tennis. 



QUOTES : 
OF THE 
DAY v; 

■ He threw his racket and djdrit 
get a warning. 1 gpt a waimjngftr 
routing. A peeved NicotasJQefer 
after his defeat yesterday . . 

■ The mind says: .‘l. want to go 
out there arid play my best.’ and 
the body say® Wi^BrogRused- 
ski after . his quarter-foal .defeat 
by Cedric Piolirie.J Y ' 

M Fw sjre. itwasrtt one of my 
best performances. I'm going to 
have improve someth rng for Sat- 
udqMTl win the final it.wpttfd 
be my gfoat^t feeling. Martina 
Ifogis after her semi -foal- victo- 
ry \ :'l. u \ -7 ••• 

■ I dkint.come hare, to retire, . I 
came here' W 4i4h lt» cHanipl- 

Mtehaet SBcftanerbeat- 
irig Tlnr Henman. ■ 2 ; ~\ r • 



ON WEDNESDAY IT WAS THEM. 

Draw date: 2/7/97. The winning numbers: 6, 10, IS, 22, 43, 4S. Bonus number: 28. 

Total Sales: £38.0922577. Prize Fund: £26.059.285 (45* of acker sales plus £8.917.762 from Saturday s rollover jackpot). 






Match 6 (Jackpot) 

2 

£7.189.462 

£14.378.924 

Match 5 plus bonus bail 

28 

£60.012 

£1.680.333 

Match 5 

923 

£1.137 

£1.049.451 

Match 4 

37.850 

£61 

£2.308.850 

Match 3 

663.929 

£10 

£6,839.290 

TOTALS 

702,732 


£26.056.851 
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like that he is virtually impos- 
sible to beat as Todd Wood- 
bridge may find out today. 

At the end t|ie two great 
champions met at the net. Beck- 
er stopping to chat to the irre- 
sistible force. He might have 
said “Good luck", but it would 
have been superfluous. Sampras 
is the only seed left in the 
men's singles and, in all prob- 
ability, (he only one with a try 
hope of winning the champi- 
onship on Sunday. 

Becker, fast dosing on his 
30th birthday, walked with Sam- 
pras to the locker-room and 
then allowed the American to 
go ahead, pausing to make an 
exaggerated gesture of thank s 
to the Centre Cburt crowd. It 
was his final bow. 


RESULTS 


Man’s singles 

Hotcfer R Krafioek (N&h) 

Qoartor-flnals 

M Sdch (Geri bt T HENMAN (GB) 6-3 
6-2 6-4 

C PioHne bt G Rusedski (68) 6-4 
4-6 6-4 6-3 

P SAMPRAS fUS) bt 8 BECKER (GeO 

6- 1 6-7 6-1 6-4 

T WoodbndgB (Aus) bt N Kiefer (Ger) 

7- 6 2-6 6-0 6-4 

Women’s singles 

Hoiden S Graf (Gert 

Semf-fbrals 

M HINGIS (Swit) bt A Kournikova iRus) 
6-36-2 

J NOVOTNA (C5 Rsp) bt A SANCHEZ VIC- 
ARK) <Sp) 6-4 6-2 

Men’s doubles 

HaMm MVtoxIforrleendTWbocaiikigiVkS/ 

Quarter-finals 

W Black (3ml ana J Grate «JSj bt D JOW- 
S0N and F MONTANA RISJ 6-4 8-1 6-2 
M QAMM and P VETER iCt Re» UT N BROAD 
(68) and P N0FNAL (SAI A-6 4-6 7-6 6-4 
6-4 

Women’s doubles 

Hobfers H SUtaw fttfcoi mi M (9M 

Third round 

L fdlAND 0*0 end H SUKOVA (Cz Rap) Bt 
NTNJSAT (Fri and LMYALO (US) 6-46-4 
N ARENOT OJS) and M BOUEOMF (Noth) W 
N NJIMUTA and N MKAGl Oapon) 6-2 3-6 
6-1 

Mixed dotdries 

HaOe/s C Suk and C Sutava fCz Rep) . 

First roend 

M McKay and C Wood (GB) bt E SancMZ 
end A Sancnee Vtalo fSp) 4-6 tettnxi 
1 Qmeisab and C Rubin (US) Dt M jassn 
(US1 and B Scftuttr-MeCantiy (Nath) 7-5 

6- 7 6-1 

D JOHNSON and L M W1D (US) M H J Daw* 
and M Omens (NsQq 6-3 6-4 

Second round 

T Ngssen mean and r Baswd dndoff KM Ken 
and G Hapsm FMsen iuS) 6-3 6-4 
A 0LH0VSWY (RuS) And L NE1LAND (LaU bt 
P Nytoorgand A Carfejan ©»«) 7-5 6-3 

Third round 

A OLHOVSKY (Rub and! NBLANO (L*Q M 
Ml Artus (Ausl and T Kiuai (Staten) 6-2 

7- 6 

Soedud players m CAPTTfLS 





THE NUMBERS GAME 


11® Martina 'Hingis is, at 16, 
the youngest women's finalist 
in HO years 

3 Pete Sampras saved the only 
three break points against him 
In his quarter-final yesterday. ‘ 
18 Tte number of aces served 
by Britain’s &eg Rusedski in his 
quarter-final. He had sewed 


109 in the previous four rounds 
1 The number of times Anna 
Kournikova held serve in her 
semi-final against Hingis yes- 
terday 

15 Rusedski has lost just twice 
in his last 15 matches 
3 The number of un seeded 
. players in the men’s. semi-finals 


TODAY’S WEATHER 


Bright intervals, showers maybe thundery 


Maximum temp 19C 


Armstrong and 
Shales win final 


Gerry Armstrong and Jeremy 
Shales, two of the longest-serv- 
ing umpires at Wimbledon, 
will be in charge of the two sin- 
gles finals this year. 

Armstrong, from East Dean, 
Sussex, will umpire the men's 
singles final, scheduled for Sun- 
day, while Shales, from Ted- 
dington. Middlesex, will umpire 
tomorrow's women's singles. 

It wfflfre Armstrong’s second 
men’s singles final, for he was 
also in charge of the 1988 final 
between Stefan Edberg and 
Boris Becker. 

Shales, who has been um- 
piring at Wimbledon since 1960. 
first took a women’s singles fi- 
nal in 1978 when Martina 
Navratilova won the first of 
her nine victories by bearing 
Chris Evert. 

COD 

■ Bobby Wilson, who readied die 
quarter-finals at Wimbledon four 
times between 1958 and 1963 is 
honest enough to admit that the 
genera] standard of play today is 
rar higher than in his day. 

But the former British Davis 


Cup player thinks today's pro- 
fessionals have a much easier 
life than when he was striving 
to reach the top. 

“Nowadays, the players run 
their own lour and can go any- 
where, do anything and are en- 
tirely independent,” he said. 

“In my day, the national as- 
sociations ruled the roost and 
woe betide you if you stepped out 
of line. You only went abroad 
with permission from your na- 
tional association and did as 
you were told." 

□CD 

A conversation overheard in the 
Press Association Centre Court ^ 
gallery today: w 

A man walked in, looked 
round and said: “I've come 
here because someone wants to 
do an interview with Pai Cash." 

The steward in charge, fire- 
fighter Bobby Gorman of the 
London Fire Brigade Western 
Command, replies: “You want to 
do an interview with Pat Cash?" 

The man staggered back and 
said: T am Pat Cash." The re- 
sult; no interview. 


Game set and watch. 

f 

ROLES 

OFFICIAL TIMEKEEPER TO THE CHAiWPIONSHIPS. WIMBLEDON 
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THIRD TEST: Debut paceman makes full use of grassy pitch as Waugh digs in for Australia with hard-hitting century 

Deadly Headley hurtles in to give England edge 
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DEREK PRINGLE 

reports from OkJ Trafford 
Australia 224-7 v England 


A marvellous Test debut by the 
Kent last bowler Dean Headley, 
Who took 3 £31-67, has given Fno - 
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match. However, on a pitch 
wherebawEqg is still proving mb- 
stantiaity easier fosua batting, 
Australia ended the day far more 
healthily (ban bad once looked 
Ifli^.asituatkHithqroweal T n os r 
entirely to Steve Waugh, who 
scored his 12th Ifest hundred in 
the last' over of the day. 

It could and should have been 
much worse for the visitors, 
who hut for ttfaugh’s superbly 
visceral century, played and 
missed with monotonous regu- 
larity, as each England howler in 

turn found extravagant move- 
ment from the juicy surface. In- 
deed had England bowled a 
fuller length before lunch, Aus- 
tralia may well have been con- 
templating a first-innings total 
Like the one at Edgbaston. 

With England turning that oc- 
casion into victory to go 1-0 up 
in the series, further concession 
at this stage was the last thing 
Mark Taylor would have want- 
ed. The history books may reveal 
that no one has ever won a Test 
match here by inserting the op- 
position, but last nigbl Taylor was 
probably being reminded of foe 
claim of a James Joyce charac- 
ter who redeemed that, Trittoiy 
was a nightmare from which he 
was trying to awaken”. 

That said, foe decision to 
bat first on one of the grassiest 
Test pitches ever seen at Old 
Trafford was always going to be 
loaded with risk. In fact whoever 
bad won the toss would have 
probably made the decision 
with their fingers crossed. For- 
tunately for England it was Tay- 
lor who called cwrectiy and who 
duty put his foot in it by batting. 

Neither captain however, 
cauidhave counted an the speed 
with which Headley settled to his 
task. Wearing a now ubiquitous 
ear stud in ms left ear, foe 27- 
year-old bowled briskly from 
the Warwick Road end dan- 
gerously darting the ball across 
foe two left-handed openers. 

AstingnttbkwwT&yto’sbel- 
met in his fosl over cleariy gave 



Hands-on 
Atherton 
in charge 


henry blofeld 


Su far. this series has mu been 
blessed by a single good pitch. 
The principal reason has been 
foe weather, which has not al- 
lowed groundsmen (he time to 
work on their pitches. Sub- 
standard they may have been. 


but they have Mill produced 
some fascinating cricket. 


Mixed emotions: Australia's Greg Btewett turns to view the wreckage of his stumps after he had been bowled by Darren Gough yesterday 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


him confidence and it was not 
long before he sent foe leader of 
foe opposition packing with a 
beauty that squared him up be- 
fore carrying low to Graham 
Thoipe at first dip. Five ewers lat- 
er, Darren Gough compounded 
the Australian captain’s misery 
by persuading Greg Blewett to 
drag the ball on to his stumps. 

Removing left-handers is 
cleaity something of a speciali- 
ty of Headley’s and he later dis- 
missed bofo Matthew Hfiott and 1 
Michael Sevan - both edging 
catches behind to Alec Stewart 
-in identical fashion, a haul that 
brought raucous appreciation 
from foe Mancunian crowd. 


7 b the geneticist, Headley's 
debut here is dear evidence that 
sporting genes tun deep, though 
the most perplexing thing is that 
his father Ron. and his leg- 
endary grandfather George, 
were both batsmen. Geartyit is 
foe maternal side of foe fami- 
ly that produce the bowlers. 

When Headley rested, his 
county colleague Mark Ealham 
toiled in his place, not as second 
fiddle, but as part of an orches- 
tra good enough to prevent 
Marie Whugh - another caught 
behind by Stewart - from steal- 
ing the show. The same combi- 
nation also did for Shane Whrne 
who sorai fbflowed lan Healy. nn- 


ludrity caught down the legsidc 
off Andy Chddick. 

A day of leaden skies, which 
further aided foe lavish lateral 
movement, did not help the 
Australians’ plight either, which 
although later hindered by 
some imprecise umpiring - 
when Elliott was given out 
caught behind off his shirt 
sleeve -was somewhat eased by 
a spirited eighth-wicket stand 
between Steve Waugh and Paul 
Retffel, although foe Victorian 
fast bowler will be grateful far 
the let-off he had when Stew- 
art, getting into a rare tangle, 
dropped him on 13 off Headley. 
* Mind you, England will claim 


foal they had Steve Wbugh stone 
dead Ibw when the batsman 
missed a straight full toss off 
Andy Chddick. Strangfey, umpire 
George Sharpe, who also re- 
prieved Rdffcl in the last over of 
foe day when he edged Robert 
Croft behind, was not as certain 
as foe 20^KXTstrong full house. 
Nevertheless, you could tell 
Waugh, on five at foe time, felt 
he was lucky to get away with it. 

But as most experienced bats- 
men wifl attest, you need a break 
on pitches as seamer-friendty as 
this one. Wfcugb got his and trad- 
ed no further persuasion in pro- 
ducing his finest innings of foe 
summer. For the most part it was 


vintage Wiugb. foe more steely- 
minded of foe twins. The Aus- 
tralian vice-captain revels in taut 
situations and again his bat al- 
ternated between spade and 
rapier as he helped Australia 
avoid complete ignominy with a 
combination of dour defence and 
flashing boundaries. 

Having had Australia 173 
for 7 when bad light first held 


Old Trafford 
scoreboard 

AuaraHa won mas 
AUSTRALIA- First Inntr^* 

*M A Taylor c Thorpe b Hoadtoy 3 


up play, England will be kick- 
ing themselves that Australia 


ing themselves that Australia 
ended foe day adding 51 nuts 
without further loss. But as 
England should perhaps have 
remembered from previous en- 
counters, while foe 'Waugh still 
rages, no battle is won. 


22 into. 20 bote 

M rOEBtoftc Stewart bHeadfey .40 

2 31 min. 98 taBs. 4 lours 

G S Btewett b Cn& . 8 

18 win. 13 baas, 1 tour 

MEWautfic Stewart b Eaton. 12 

3? r«Kn 27 baBs. 7 fours 

S R Wbugp not out 102 

SXlttin. 153 bats. 13 fours . 

M GatoncStEwarrOHCBdey 
25 no. 16 oafc 1 tour 

ti A ttaay c Stewart b Cadrtqk — .9 

36 m*fc 20 toMfc, lluur ■ 

S K VtorpQ e Sawn b Eaton 3 

14 nrin. r to* 

PR BarfW not but .. J6 

fiomfa. M fiaOtlftw 

Extra* CbS, M, nb3h .-15 


Triai'Ctar 7,290 min, 69 even); — 224 


Bowler bringing his good breeding to bear 


Fato 1-9 ttmtoq. 2-22 (Blewett}. 3-42 {M 
Waufjd. 4^85 (Qjctt], 5-113 (Bwani.B-l&O 
(HBUlfl. 7- ISO fwamei 
*o trafci R emespw. G 0 MeQ«h: 
BM«V a««)b 17^»t (nblt (a-6-ZO- 


1. 6-0-27-03-1-9-0); Howtoy 23-4-67-3 
tnbU ©-1-1&1 10-1-30-2. 5-2-100); Cad. 
dtakM-2-E2-i (nbW {5*1-13-0, 9-1-39- 
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As makkm Test wickets go, it was 
one be will remember with a spe- 
cial glow; one, indeed, he may 
well tell his own grandchildren 
about with some pride. Dean 
Headley, son of Ron, grandson 
of George, collected his debut 
cap from Michael Atherton and 
then announced foe arrival in 
Test cricket of a third generation 
from one family line by dis- 
missing the Australian captain. 


There have been 32 sons who 
have followed their fathers into . 
the Tfest arena but the Headley 
story is unique. George, as- 
sessed by some to be the equal 
if not the better of Bradman, 
made 10 centuries in 40 Tfests far 
the West Indies, averaging 60. 
His son, who scored more than 
20,000 rans for Worcestershire, 
was not nearly so talented but 
was rewarded with internation- 
al recognition at foe end of his 
career and now Dean has main- 
tained foe family tradition. 


It is one of which he is deeply 
proud and, lest there be any sus- 
picion that he is somehow be- 
traying the nation of his 
forebears, be is more English 
than a gxxi many who have worn 
the three lions. His father left foe 
Caribbean as a boy to settle in 
Du ^^w ing up to play in the 

born in Stourbridge, can talk 
Brummie vnfo the best and sup- 
ports West Bromwich AJbkm. 

He has neatly avoided foe 
carrying of one burden in life by 


becoming a bowler rather than 
inviting direct comparisons with 
his elders, and he has reached 
this pinnacle only through his 
own drive to succeed. 

Worcestershire took him on, 
nine years ago, as an 18-year-old 
But they let him go after a sea- 

confidei^with 
did he win anofoa chance at first- 
class level. He repaid Middlesex 
with five wickets on his debut but 
left Lord’s unfulfilled, rejecting 
their contract offer as inadequate. 


And so to Kent, where his tal- 
ents have blossomed. Last sea- 
son, be took three Championship 
hat-tricks in a first-class tally of 
51, despite missing the first eight 
weeks with a hip injury. Last sea- 
son, indeed, was one of particu- 
lar frustration. Having excelled 
in Pakistan with England A, 
where he took 25 wickets at 15 
runs each, the transition to Test 
cricket seemed likely to be of- 
fered almost immediately and the 
timing of foe injury could not 
have been worse. 


On his return he won a place 
in Englancfsone-day side but in 
foe winter had to settle again for 
foe secondary tour. In Australia 
with England A he was again the 
tourists’ most successful bowler, 
but foe hip trouble flared for a 
second time, requiring surgery 
to correct it He recovered in 
time to play a part in this sea- 
son's Texaco Trophy triumph 
only for an unrelated bade injury 
to role him out of the first two 
Tests. Yesterday, his persever- 
ance gained its just reward. 


«fckX*-2-e2-t (nbtt {5-1-13-0,9-1-39- 
D; Eaton llrZ- li-2 mm* (44-22-1. 
5-2-11-2. 2-1-1-d; Craft 4-0 -2*0 tt-O- 

WX 2-0-7 4».y ' . 

Pragw n rtd^5Rfi4frn20-2ags. 


Unto 78:3 Ooa, 36, S WntfU9) 30 OWR. 
Ranttatejed rcstan until 159pm. 100: 143 
rw, 34.4 own. BSP 2.46-33t3pfn, 126- 
5 <S Wactfl «, HmV® «m*. ISO: 
192 mn, 4&5 wan. T«a 162-71 S Waugh 
70, Raifflel 1} 52 mo. Bod Ecjhic stowed 
173-t ISWW0177, Retf- 
(H6 J 542 (mas. .200: 365 to. 62.5 awra. 
S WtonBi'a Stb ios IWV7S beds, 5 totre. 
200: 208 17W), 252 tete, 12 fcws. 
ENMAND: M A Bultftv. ‘MAAlhertw. tA 
i Stoat, N Hu&toto, GP Thorpe, l PCraw- 
tey. M A Eaton, R D B Graft. D Gou^t A R 
CaSft*, D W Hfaflsy. *• . : 

(fenpfeaio: G Sharp and S VBnfcaaraghann. 
7V replay umpire: J * H Hampshire. 
Metato RtoMc H S MadngaUa 


some Fascinating cricket. 

No day has been more inter- 
est mg than this first .it Old Thif- 
ford which, in between the 
showers, saw a tussle in foe best 
(raditions of An gliv .Australian 
cricket. A tine inning for Steve 
Wiugh and un cxorlfeni start in 
Test cricket by Dean Headley 
were the outstanding features. 

There were also a number ol 
less weighty but significant con- 
tributions espeeiaity as for as the 
long-term ls concerned. Mike 
Atherton’s captaincy lias been 
under plenty of eriticism in the 
last year, especially in Zimbab- 
we in the first half nf the winter’s 
lour. Atherton resolutely de- 
fended his methods then and 
cteari}' had the full support of his 
players. England then won in 
New Zealand and Atherton re- 
turned home us firmh* ensconced 
in his position as ever and his 
reappointment for the present se- 
ries was n mere formality. 

The clear message was: cony 
on as before. Yet. whatever he 
may say, Atherton has altered his 
approach to the captaincy. He 
has become more flexible. ’more 
obviously invohed and more 
prepared to tty to make things 
happen rather than simply wail- 
ing for something to turn up. 

This is most certainly not 
trying to say that he has turned 
overnight into a Mike Brearley 
or a Ray Illingworth. Far from 
it. but he has changed for foe 
better, whatever foe reasons. 
The main one may be foal he 
now has three selectors, David 
Graveney. Graham Gooch and 
Mike Gatting, two of whom cap- 
tained England and who are 
more or less contemporaries of 
his. He finds it easier to listen 
to them and to follow their ad- 
vice than he did with ntingwoith. 

Perhaps foe most noticeable 
and important aspect of Ather- 
ton’s metamorphosis is his pos- 
itive approach to the job. In the 
past, when Atherton has been in 
charge a spectator could have 
been in the ground for half an 
hour and still have been uncer- 
tain who was the captain. Ather- 
ton was undemonstrative and 
unaggressive. At Old Trafford it 
would have taken the same 
spectator just three balls Lo have 
known that Atherton was foe 
captain. This more demonstra- 
tive approach also lets the op- 
ponents know who is in charge. 


Igglesden makes fresh start Yorkshire make haste Lancashire look to Fairbrother 

MIKE CAREY VivWUiitoAV viiAftliii tkmiftli not 


DAVID LLEWEUYN 




reports from Maidstone 
Kent 306 

Northamptonshire 41-0 


.strong 
les ' v ' n 


It has been a long 22 months for 
Alan Igglesden but yesterday, on 
the ground where he made his 
first-class debut 12 seasons ago 
almost to the day, the Kent 
scarcer made his long awaited 
comeback and it was not half bad. 

The wickets might not have 
come for the 32-ysar-okJwhohas 
been plagued by injuries, foe 
most recent a bade problem, but 
four of bfe half dozen ewers were 
maidens and he conceded just 
four runs in a lively opening spell- 

It was little short of a mira- 


cle that Igglesden was able to 
bowl a ball let alone that 16 
overs were possible on The 
Mote. Heavy rain fell for much 
of foe day, but sterling work ty 
foe grounds taff convinced um- 
pires Dickie BirdandVanburn 
Holder that the pitch was fit and 
a sparse crowd was treated to 
a full hour’s play from 530pm. 

Bird, known by some as foe 
Rain Man and someone who is 
dogged by bad weather, was de- 
termined to rid himself of foe 
reputation. The mere fact that 
they got any play at all meant 
that he has yet to sit out a whole 
day ib any match in which he has 
stood involving first-class sides. 

•The only rain Tve seen this 
year was in a Second XI match 
at Horsham in June,” the 


64-year-old said. “Otherwise 
foe onty time I have had to come 
off was for bad light during the 
England A vThe Rest match at 
Edgbaston in April. So you tell 
them, 1 am not the Rain Man.” 
■ Kent have sold their aDoca- 
tion of tickets for the Benson and 
Hedges Cup final against Surrey 
at Lard’s on Saturday week. 
Kent were inundated with ap- 
plications days after beating 
Northamptonshire in the semi- 
final ami more than 5300 tick- 
ets were despatched by the 
county in nine days. Assistant 
secretary Bernard Thompson 
said: “Wte have had to disappoint 
about 150 members by sending 
back their applications, and at 
least Z50 other applications had 
to be turned away.” 


reports from Leicester 
VbrksNre 268; Leicestershire 5-1 


The novelty of playing cricket on 
two successive days did not last 
tong for Lekssteohire and York- 
shire yesterday. A lunchtime 
deluge ended proceedings after 
30 overs and eight hours' ptav had 
been lost on the first two days. 

Of those who managed to get 
into the abbreviated action, 
David Byas went on to make S8 
from 115 balls and Alan MullaQy 
picked up another four wickets. 

A pitch which had no doubt 
sweated under its covers 
overnight offered something 
to the quicker bowlers, but 
Mullalty owed something to 


Yorkshire’s worthy, though not 
always discreet efforts to be pos- 
itive and make up for lost time. 
He bowled better for less re- 
ward foe previous day. 

Mullalty also bowled an un- 
acceptable number of no-balls, 
but with all foe quicker bowlers 
running in tentatively on greasy 
run-ups normal judgement had 
to be suspended. 

Byas’s quick assessment of er- 
rors in line and length enabled 
him to collect another five 
boundaries with punchy strokes 
off front and bade foot until be 
weDt after a wide one. Thereafter 
Yorkshire looked as though they 
could not wait to be bowling 
rather than batting, but rw soon- 
er had Peter Hartley plucked out 
Vince Wells’s middle stump 
than the weather intervened. 


.Round-up 


NeQ Fairbrother and lan Austin 
strengthened Lancashire’s posi- 
tion on the second day of their 
match against Middlesex at 
Uxbridge, fairbrother was un- 
beaten on 82 and Austin on 35 
as the visitors ended on 309 for 
4 in reply to Middlesex's 118, a 
lead of 191 after bad tight 
brought play to an early dose. 

Lancashire had begun on 126 
without loss, but Nathan Wood 
fell to the last ball of Philip 
TbfneU's first over without 
adding to his overnight 67. Farr- 
brofoer joined Steve Titchard. 
who went on to make 79 before 
be was caught at silJy mid-off to 
give TUfriell his second wicket. 


Graham Lloyd got off foe 
mark with a straight six. but 
made only two more before he 
was bowled trying to sweep 
Tufnell and Andrew Flinloff 
managed only 10 before falling 
to Angus Fraser. 

fairbrother was then joined 
by Austin, who hit five fours in 
his first 25 runs and saw Lan- 
cashire to their third batting 
point, while Rtirbrofoer also 
picked up the pace. 

Mark Lalhwcll and Pi ran 
Holloway achieved their high- 
est scores oF the season while 
holding up Essex at Cbehnsfoni 
Lafowell made 87, which in- 
cluded 15 boundaries, while foe 
more cautious Holloway made 
90, which spanned 71 overs. 
Their third-wicket partner- 


ship produced 147. ending when 
Lafowell edged Danny Law to 
slip, and provided ihe'basis for 
Somerset's 246 for 6 between 
lengthy stoppages for rain. 

'Hie’ visitors, replying to 28U 
looked poised fora sutwianiial 
lead as they went beyond 2til) 
with only three wickets down. 
But after Ashley Cowan had Kei- 
th Parsons caught behind, the 
left-arm spinner Paul Grayson 
struck in successive avers. 

He coded Hollowuv’s resis- 


tance by persuading him to pull 
into the hand; of mid-on, «uh1 had 


Mike Burns caught behind. That 
left Somerset 233 for 6. but Rob 
Turner and Graham Rose sur- 
vived the final half-hour as the 
visitors ended 31 adrift with four 
wickets left. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


Britannic Assurance 


Second der of four li-OOdlV 

Barium v HampsMre 

£jjE 5 TT£j? 4 JE-$T 9 EET: No playyesenJey or 
Weflrwtfay. 


Esoax v Somerset 
cMHJnSFflWc Sanrangl ** **** 


FUt 1-28, 2 40, 3-263. 

Tb tat GP Butcher, DSfWw. WaqarYbo- 
nb, S D Thomas, & L WalMn, D A Ctfitef. 
B u tefln e Into 27-2-52-2; Your* 18-4-59- 
H Sheene 7-(>4<KK M lS-l-TfrO; Aleyna 
5-031-0; Darts is-o-sa-a 
CtfiUCeSTERSHlftE: N JTt«w, AJ W-itftt, 
KPStearaz. ma tynens Young, *m wrt*- 
lewie, tRCttssetl.THCHBnsa*,MCJ 
akJJLe<*w,RP Darts. 

Unites: A Clarkson end A G T wvtetwad. 


V (2) by 32 ran*- 
f Somerset «w toss 


SsEx-orat «> o 

^ wSSSsiD lb «««■«»■ 


SOMERSET - W» brttfs 

PC L HofcM ay 5S"2* yHff" — R7 

M N lattwefl e Oowsno^ 

ft A PWons c ttoiSns » Couan — 31 

M Bums c RoWns b Grayson — ...............a 

GDftowiwaAj” 

Extras Ibd, 

Tout (ftr 8. 85 *«■«) — 

Fa g (cooQ: 3-147, 4-307, 5-219. 6-233- 
To bat J 1 0 Kw, K 1 SWns. 5 Hantnig. 

13^27-6; D R Law &■ 1-37-1. 

Un^Wass R Julan and M J Kachen. 


Kaot v Northamptonshire 
MUDSTONE: NortfawnptonsWte (4»rtsJ, 
with an todr ftraNnolnm wtetaa* sfamt- 
tnB KjM. (S) by 2W ium- 
KENT - Unit tontog* 308 (N J UongST. P 
. a SDsng 55; Moftammaa Atom 4-5®. 

WJmtV4PT0NSH!RE-Rr«ln»*«» 

M B Legs not out — 

RJWBnonnotout .... — ..-M 

EUtwlnM)..- v 

TWaT (B» Q, 16 OVSfSj -* 1 

To trat *R J Batey, K M flum 7 C UWm 
DJfiSaies, tD ttptey. J N State, i " Toy- 
tor. M Atom, S A J BoewflIL 
BMOqe le^ndsn 8-4-4-0-. Thompson 5-1- 
STS^sTu-O; PHttps21-W) 
Unpina: H D ftrd and V A HcMer. 


103-5: Ptoiwm 14-6-30-2; Ormond 6-2-19- 
l:Weflsff<M5-2. 

LEICESTBt&MRE - Rnt 1001001 

VJWertB b Haittar 4 

D l Marty not out ... — 0 

Ottae PW) — 1 

Total (tar 2, 8JS am*) -5 

TW 1-5. 

To tali 1 J SutcWe. *J J Whteto-, N C tohrv 
son. BESmHh, TPMto\,DJMHns.JOr- 
rlWP, A B K Ptorson. A O Mute#»L 
Bowtk«: 3MWXW 2-1-4-0; HaWay IB-1- 

0 % 

Uapmx K T Hews anti P ittfcy. 


IWridlesax v Lancashire 

UX8fiaX£ljm«M8bl»f7ptA»»rt* first- 
bmOqfaiHdrats stencBitf, bad MAdtoscr 
t«Iiy 191 me. 

LancssMe won toes 

MDOUESGX - Flnx tantnEs 218 (P J Mffl- 
t)n8-32). 

LANCASHIRE- Fk*t mntogx 

(OwfTK^ti2e<orai 
K Wood c Gating b TutrwS — ,....,..-67 
s P Tbctsrt c Pootey n Tutnefl — — 79 
«N H FaUtanxhef IK* out -82 


Wa W ESIBa mc - ftwt tottiapr 

(OwBfTBflhc 185 for 8) 

TS J Phodes noi out 5S 

P J Newport c Moores b Martin- JenKns -45 
A Shenyar c M Newefl 6 Msnfn-JenMns _.0 

Extra* (toll. w4. ntd) — -27 

Total (103 wtn) .255 

FaB (com): 9255. 

Bonfire Drates 206-33-3; Kir** 24-9-59- 
X RorttKon 22-5-481; Manm-Jentons 14- 
3-51-2; Khan 12-2-33-0: K Newell 

12-4-20-2- 

SU5SEX- Fret tantafiB 

CWJAfteyBfteaport 1 

MTEParrcenotocfl ’ 

N R lafat few b Shanjo 1 — 7 

AAKhanc RhrttosbSherya 3 

M a RObtreon not our -0 

Bum [tot nb4) ..».5 

TUai (for 2 18 rani “-.-—23 

Fefc 1-6, 2-15, 3-23. 

lb bob K NewBfl. M Nemfl. RSCMartm- 

Jerrttos; *|P Moore®. VCDra/w, 8 JKWsy. 

BiralacNawpoit8.5-10-tSiflrtJ9r8-4.i2- 

Z 

Urapteec A A Jonas anO B Paimar. 


nr v wgy nw d -J 

0 L Hemp C Awn o &ckM« 

DPCsder c Warns Tjow 40 

T l Penney not AT 

O R Braun not our — 57 

Extras [W- WB. rbBJ 20 

TM (Tor 4, 44 dm). 153 

FSrtl-Za-2e.V3T, 4-ES. 

To bst N M K snmv. tT Rtw. C WWSi. A FGHB6. 
AAOOMto. 

Boftflnr lM>-61-3: ie«983-2l -ft Tu- 
dor 6-1-20-1; KQtoosU 10-1-36-0: RaWrtfe *- 
1-10-0; Saqten vtti-o 
Umptrea; 0 J OonsteM and K E Partner. 


CABBRffieE UMUBRsnY-nrat lOBte 
for 8 doe (W J House 94. A Smtyivl 
JonesSftCPWeffrlJOj. 

OXFORD uMVCRsrrv - fm htranga 
(Overnri4:30torlJ 


B W Byrne tow b P S Jones 14 

tA P Sort nn out 14 

*M A WMt OPS Jones ^.82 

p 8 Uo/gan e House b Jansen ......... — 38 

J A G Fuwn e* Chunon 0 ft O Jones ..—..78 

R D Hudson c Ouw b P S Jones .6 

CPual tow OPS Jones JB 

JMMAvnscCtyunnnbPSJones b 

L G Buchanan b P 5 Jones 7 

C M Baaamen not out - J 

Erins (0 9. (tvt. wl4, nb2f J9 

Total (XL* anal 

FW0 lamQ: 207, 3-54, 487, 5-190. 6-221. 
7-252. 8253, 9-261. 

Bntfhu: P S Jones 28J-1867-6; how 29- 
874-1: Jantedt 8089-1: Free* 11-2-300; 
House 1-0-20; R 0 Jones &0-?M 
CAUSRfDGE UWVERSfTY- Sdcaod 

J Ratedge nor out -—30 

ET Smith b Patti ............ — l 

*A Sm0i not OUT — 43 

Erins..-.— — 0 

Total (to X 21 wwn) — 74 

Frit 1-18 

To Me R 0 Jones. W J Heusa 0 J Hufyus, 
to R H CrtJHon, P S Jones. A h Jartech, J W 
O Frewh, E J How. 

BowtoC A** UKJ-31-0; RM899341; Bas- 
teioeeS-O^G: Wori> 1-o-l-ft 
unttos; B iBoUbeast and D P Shepheni. 


Rose cannot prevent 
advance of Korea 


G D LtoyO bTurtn&J — ■* 

A Raroff tow 6 Fraser - — Jg 


i 


t}'* 1 


Gl^norgMi ¥ GtonM«tor*lifr» 

g^jarasaswss 

tomUntW- 

&pucmKttfifo won mss 
GLAHWCAN -ft*tfnnta(^ 

IB for 01 _ 

S P J»ttBs c ijtoch b Ufots ".“"VrS 

H Moms not out "S 

A Data c Russell b lows 

•M P MoynarO c fi> P Voung 


r Muynww w « " 

B»Wta5HE==J 

Total (to 3, 78 own). 


LoiceffteraUre v YNfcsMro 
IBWESirEIt LetcBStotWre wtth 

fooe flr*MrmtogB wi«**K slandfnS, trail 
VortaWra (Z) by 283 mnc. 
VortsforevKntces 
YHtKSHAE Fhri fonfojS* 
rowm^ie 149 toS 

Johnson DWhjtag m 

tRJBtakflye»onij»*4flfly. — - -38 

P J Hartley b Mtrtaoy ^....--^.- — 33 
CEWSttomxricmrtbMuflaOir — — 0 
RDS»mpC-Mart^bP««cn -~0 

extras (U5. #s8. w6, nb20j — 

Totod (68J own) 2*® 

M fsortk S-WB. 7-247, 8247. 9-250. 


ARirriDffllrabftMar 

JDAus8n*atew - —.-35 

Extras ibl. 105, w!2, nblO) — 

Total (for 4, 118 om) 309 

Frit: 1-126. 2-193, 3-215, 4-244. 

To bat tW K Hegg. P J Martin, G Keerty. <5 

Yates. OJStetffcrtL 

arratoe Hewrtt 2fr8€4^>, 

li TufnrtJ 328583; Johnson 17-4-51-0: 

Kalis 1S-M7-0; WBete 82-160. 

Uyiplras: J Holder and J C Batoeffihri®- 


Susmk v WoreesftoTsMra 

AflUNT^SnraeX^^rtth wflnfttt- 

inntaSk wfcAot* efnmSne. toS WWoea- 
tersMni CZ3byZ32ma*- _ 
Wjnseawsniw w« wss 


WATWicksWr® v Surrey 

EDGBASTON: Warwickshire f4jitt9. Mill sh 
Brattaoints wtekots rianilng, trai Sumy 
(0) by 34 runs. 

WSftHcteWre won rasa 
SURREY -Rrsttantocs 
(OvemW« 157 tor 6J 

f j A Knon run our — 21 

M P BtoXnafl b Donald — U 

JDKSflbSbu«yct»OerbWMeh 1 

Saqtam Mushoq e Moles b Donald —7 

a J Tudor not out — — ,....1 

ettnw (b4, B»5. nt»14) — 33 

- «» 

Ml (pant): 7-162. 8163. 8192. 

AraOto Donald 23-5-6J-4; Wafcft 2813- 
62-4; Gites 2-0-80: Brown 13840-1; 
Smith 1-0- 10-0. 


89ooni/ dv o/ rvw ilo annn 

N u t th q foa BsWrevPrfdstauA 

IRCNTBMIXE! PetouraAasWitoifbatAi- 
atod»wrtaBfo«andapfe traMHotttigramrtra 
by 327 mot. 

FbMstan Aw» en 

NOTTWfltWMSHIRe - Rrri tnataft 298 for 9 
dec at oranrigM tataL 
PAWSDW4 A - n«t Prtngl 

AiiNaqwtjDawnan » 

Stiotm 0afw c Mod oTofoy 23 

■MutamnadWeseem IwbTtoy ...02 

MLyahUtomsta/ too foras £ 

Hassan ftera b Totay 0 

Rare Qwryum nor ow — — -1 

Amer Mamni wx oui — — -£ 

Qdw 8>Z toll-., 3 

Trial JforB, 34 turn) — 71 

Mb 1-05. 2-59. 8€8. 4-88. 868. 

To bat snoeto Mai*. Qacsess. Snooto 

tey 85-14-3; Dwmari 7-281; Bess 8081. 

Umrimri B Dudtonn and N G (totoy. 


Hockey 

BILL COLW1LL 

Korea 

England 


Other matches 


SECOND riCHAMPWtSMP{B«0Mri4n'ri 
time 110) today): founts* Eomerea 205 
far 0(STieeDl3£no,H Morgan 63no)vGbBii- 
wftn. tutom Kent 350 toS dec (T N Hftert 
83); NWOMnWonriwe GBIor 1 WwKraic N«- 


Varsity match 

Setnrtd day al Ura; 1 X 0 fottjy 

Canbrid£e v Oxford 


USfiD^ CmtxUxc UBtrtrrty.wtth njne,»«- 
oad-inetam ricWfo MantoB. food 0»totd U* 


vywtesterthHB v Wmriahn: to pfoy- 
MMOftCOONnesctCAWMNSnPtHmtttMr 
tfimJCraararic Cwtoridgntore 166 (orS (S 


Murats racket* *>»*«. I 
wen<y by 169 nm 


AKefott 56; A toettankon 4-64) v Ssaflonshre- 


Jane Sbssmlfo, wbo on Wednes- 
day bad scored a precious goal 
in England’s M draw with the 
Olympic champions, Amrratia, 
was again on target in the 17th 
minute of England's game 
against Korea, the Olympic sil- 
ver medallists, in the Korean 
Telecom Cup in Seoul yesterday’. 

In a classic game of flowing 
hockey, England’s goal came af- 
ter an exchange of passes be- 
iwcenSixsaiifo and Tina Cullen, 
Sixstnifo's powerful footbeating 
foe Korean goalkeeper. 

A diving penalty stroke save 
by HD ary Rose from Kyung A 
Lee after Karen Brown was 
judged to have obstructed foe 
Korean player on foe interval 
kept England’s hopes of their 


first-uver victory against Korea 
alive. 

Nine minutes into the second 
half Korea were on terms. .A 
powerful dritv down Korea’*, left 
wing ended with Jt Young Lee 
dcflcclmg the hall in. With just 
two minutes remaining Emt 
Young Lee. skimmed in the win- 
ner from foe top of the eirele. 

A win for England in their fi- 
nal game tomorrow against /\r- 
nentina foould eivc them a share 
in the $25.W10 (£15,000) pri/c- 
maxy, being oflered for foe hist 
time in foe women’s game. 
ENGLAND: H Rsm lUrewmotv <X fttesj- 
auset&t K Frew* »S»xigr»; i Ertto iCan 
teibuiyt. K Bowden m-iHstcn. -> Mould 
Ojecestot; M Mcttdb iSioucP', M DwAu 
iSufttmCrtUteld. enpn. LWt^nt .Otoi r,«. 
raoueSi; J SbtsaUi (Surton CoAftold), j 
Cuftw> (Hpnownj, P NUto (Lmxfiort.Sub- 
•tttWM used: J SnM Oa^i. LCnpriond 
iStoujftt. C Voss (ie««iwi. O Mention. 
Sirith iCWtoni. 

ftOfSA: Pw# Son An: E un Junfl Oto: Ok M»ri 
Part, SPto Scung on. Eun ftyw^: Ora; Minn 
Sod On, Ji Vtwnfi Lee. Myung OS Him. Eun 
Younfi lee. toan Soon On. Oun ftyun^PatK 
SutosbtiAes us«t Jao&oo* Vou. Eon Jon Kirv. 
Sao June **». tWf'B A U» 
tMptewLDaspoJAiivandPBucUrvrAmi 
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Headley hurtles in 

Derek Pringle on England's 
latest Test success, page 31 


sport 
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Back seat Seve 

Andy Farrell at the Irish , 
Open, page 28 



WIMBLEDON ’97r Henman and Rusedski fail to keep the flag flying as Stich and Pioline put a dampener on No 1 Court 




Britain’s day of broken dream 


JOHN ROBERTS 
Tennis Correspondent 


it was nice while it 
lasted, but the 
Championships have 
wsgsgMF now been returned 
to the overseas visi- 
tors. 

Tim Henman and Greg 
Rusedski tried as hard as they 
could in the circumstances, but 
both were outplayed by superior 
opponents on the day. So end- 
ed Britain's dream of wo men 
duelling in the semi-finals, one 
of whom would have advanced 
to the final for the first time 
since Bunny Austin met Don- 
ald Budge in 1938. 

Rusedski the Canadian- bom 
British No 2. was unable to pro- 
duce the consistency of serve or 
the efficiency of return to make 
a dent in the confidence of 
Cedric Pioline. The Frenchman 
won 6-4. 4-6. 6-4. 6-3 in two 
hours precisely and will now- 
meet Michael Stich. the 1991 
champion. 

The German required only 
an hour and 28 minutes to out- 
class Henman 6-3. 6-2, 6-4. 
Henman, in common with 
Rusedski, was unable to rely on 
the efficiency- of his servmg/and 
Stich gained' in confidence with 
virtually every winning shoL 
Henman said.“It was probably 
the worst experience of my life 
on a tennis court." 

Henman's defeat means that 
there will be at least one un- 
seeded finalist again. The 22 
year old from Oxford, seeded 
No 14. experienced the mis- 
fortune of playing Stich when 
the 2S-year-old German was in 
the mood and physical condition 
to make a mockery of his rank- 
ing of No 88 in the world. 

Stich has announced that he 
wSJ retire from Grand Slam ten- 
nis after Wimbledon, a decision 
taken because of a degenerative 
shoulder injury and the realisa- 
tion that he has done roamin', 
or whatever the German equiv- 
alent is, and feels ihe need to 
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Double disappointment: Britain’s Tim Henman waves to the crowd on Nol Court after following Greg Rusedski (right) out of the tournament 


Photographs: David Ashdown 


sample life away from the tour. 
He arrived at the .All England 
Club far from pleased with his 
season and determined to leave 
on as high a note as possible. 
Having exceeded most people's 
expectations, he now has the dri- 
ve to fulfil his own by bidding cu// 
xvehkrshen on the Centre Court 
on Sunday, with or without the 
trophy in his hands. 

Stich, it may be remembered, 
was the triumphant rain man of 
1991 when the All England 
Club experienced its worst 
soaking until the past week or 
so. He defeated Stefan Edberg 
in three Lie-break sets in the 


semi-finals and overpowered 
his illustrious compatriot. Boris 
Becker, in a final blessed with 
glorious sunshine. 

Often lugubrious on the 
court, sometimes to the point of 
wearing the look of the chief 
mourner at his own funeral. 
Stich allowed himself a broad 
smile at the end of yesterday's 
performance, he raised his arms 
to his sparse but vociferous 
supporters and then tapped his 
racket in appreciation of the 
generous applause from the 
majority of the 1 1.000 who had 
come to the new No 1 Court in 
the hope of hailing British sue 
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cess. Stich was even moved to 
toss his two Wimbledon towels 
into Lhe crowd, making the odd 
cynic or two wonder if he had 
a' couple of pals who would 
come to place them on seals for 
today's matches. 

Henman at this point had had 
enough of the proceedings. He 
did not. wait for his opponent hut 
walked off the court alone, spar 
ing a modest wave for the thou 
sands who still chanted hs name 
Henman’s match had hardy 
started when the ram came to 
send the players bade to the lock- 
er rooms for two hours and 43 
minutes. Having been unable to 
take advantage of a break point, 
the Briton at least had the en- 
couragement of knowing that he 
could attack the German's serve. 
When the players returned, 
however, Slidi immediately pul 
pressure on Henman 's serve, and 
although this was saved the pat- 
tern of an all-to-brief contest was 
set: Stich on the offensive. Hen- 
man struggling to staunch the 
flow of points. 

Such was the strain of trying 




to outwit his opponents that 
Henman began to feed Stich 
with double faults. He hit six in 
15 serves in the concluding 
stages of the opening set. three 
of them in being broken to 5-3. 
The last of these may have 
startled even Stich. so Ear off the 
mark was Henman with both 
serves on the third break point 
of the game. 

The German lost only one 
more point in serving out ihe set 
after 31 minutes. He then took 
advantage of Henman’s seventh 


double fault to break for 2-1 in 
the second set, luring his oppo- 
nent into hilling a back hand 
over the baseline by reluming a 
second serve. 

Henman had an opporluni 
ty to break back immediately 
when Stich double-faulted in the 
next game, but the German 
swept away the error with a styl- 
ish serve and forehand volley, 
leaving Henman to pick up his 
own serving errors where he had 
left oft hitting two more dou- 
ble faults to go 14-1 in arrears. 


After taking a two sets to kwe 
lead with only an hour played, 
Stich did not allow- Henman a 


point on his sene until the 
eighth game of the third set. The 
Briton salvaged one. and the oth- 
er was a double fault. By this 
time Stich amid afford to he gen 
ms. 

Rusedski, whose lower bock 


had troubled him on Saturday 
said he fell no physical pain dur 
ing yesterdays match with Pio- 
Jinc, but admitted to fatigue 
alter a run of impressive form 
which has lasted through the 
tournaments at Queen's and 
Nottingham and enabled him to 
produce some of the best serve 
and volleying of his career until 
yesterday. 

Two double faults in losing 
the opening game did noth' ‘ 
to steady Rusedski’s nerve* 
Pioline,' one of the finest re- 
turners of serve on the lour, set- 
tled into an exhibition of his 
all-round court craft. 

He won the first set in only 26 
minutes and quickly recovered af- 
ter losing the second set. What 



crer gains Rusedski 
hod made, he was 
abused when .the-; frenchman 


it brenihtakuqj 

many of them when returning' 
Rusedski's scrves.which begmto 
look less fearsome by Lhe minute. 

Pioline. by contrast, allowed 
Rusedski only three points off 
his serve in the fourth set, strid- 
ing into the semi-finals by 
breaking the Briton with t 
backhand return, jkr“*“ 
Rusedski to shake his h 
disappoint me nt. 

Hingis through to flank 
Results, page 30 


Disappointment for the out 


ACROSS 

I Fourth of courses in set 
meal (6) 

4 Financier's gambling 
hope (6) 

10 “High Noon” - and how 
it was greeted? (3213,7) 

II Modem partvgoers los- 
ing head in States (5) 

12 In short spell eccentric 
has house-trained ele- 
phant (9) 

13 Agree with Party (on 
trade) (6) 

15 Girl from Italy jammed 
in English byway (6) 

16 Lean after very "large 
port (6) 

IS Songs of praise from 
past ages, vocalised (6) 


21 Simply quixotic, say? 
True, about the Span- 
ish (9) 

22 Complain, finding 
pound short in mea- 
sure (5) 

23 Quite without mean- 
ing (15) 

24 Those that bore with 


promises, it's said (6) 
25 Tramp in file, with 


Tramp in file, with 
third of brigade ab- 
sent (6) 

DOWN 

Little girl? Boy? TTiis 
is the way to tell! (6) 
A French gathering 
without group of 
Deputies is undistin- 
guished (15) 

Hits, these bands (5) 


5 One turned up metal tool 
in conveyance (9) 

6 Part origins of New Jer- 
sey? (8-7) 

7 See mounting storm, way 
out (6) 

8 Always ready to talk 
about Henrietta (6) 

9 Mixed spirit with flowing 
water up North (6) 

14 Here, HM is host (9) 

17 Changing one’s colours - 
reportedly going West (6) 

18 Deposits making bark 
cun and go wrong (4,2) 

19 Gap for Union Canal, af- 
terblasting (6) 


20 He keeps on giving check 
with Queen (6) 


22 Boy on borne turn in 
game (5) 


The stock exchange for today's 
Wimbledon tickets suffered a 


Black Thursday when things did 
not go exactly to plan in yes- 
terday’s quarter-finals. Cedric 
Pioline and Michael Stich ad- 
vanced, at the same time send- 
ing a wrecking ball through the 
dream semi. Greg and Tim are 
out. 

It will be of some consolation 
to Greg Rusedski that some- 
thing happened to the crowd on 
the way to the forum and his 
humbling at the hands of a 
Frenchman was not widely ob- 
served. 

You would have had to be 
buried alive for the last fortnight 
to miss this day as a rare mo- 
ment of sporting significance in 
the British sporting calendar, 
yet, at 11 o'clock, the people's 
army (officer division) appeared 
to be still taking people's 
brunch. In fact, there were 
many who were detained in the 
hospitality units and debenture 
holders' lounge by further tif- 
fin and Rusedski played 
throughout to a less than 
packed house. 

This, he assured us, did Dot 
contribute to his 6-4, 4-6, 6-4, 
6-3 defeat. “I wasn’t disap- 


No 1 Court proved an empty, deflating experience for 
two Britons yesterday, writes Richard Edmondson 


pointed with the crowd." he 
said. The people that came to 
watch were tremendous and 
supportive and trying to get me 
going. I'm just disappointed 1 
couldn't give them something to 
cheer about at the end of the 
day.” 

That day dawned with omi- 
nous portents for Rusedski in 
his morning newspaper. First- 
ly there seemed to be unequiv- 
ocal thought that he was on his 
way to an all-British semi-final. 
Then there was mention of an 
Australian cricketer appearing 
at Old Trafford, a certain Greg 
Blewett. 

Under filthy skies and in the 
presence of the one-man mon- 
soon season that is Cliff 
Richard, Rusedski lost the first 
point to a forehand passing 
shot from Pioline. There was no 
way back from there. 


The Briton, who was wearing 
voluminous basketball pants, 
lost that game and in all hon- 
esty failed to find a foothold in 
the' match. Greg is the post-dec- 
imal Roscoe Tanner, a left-arm 
swinger with little more than a 
huge service in the arsenal. Jf 
he could play himself you would 
be assured of a very short match 
indeed. 

On this occasion the how- 
itzers were erratic and the re- 
turns a misnomer. This meant 
a first set barren in terms of con- 
tinuity. There are more rallies 
from Paris to Dakar than there 
were in the opening cycle. 

However, Greg has at least 


tic on important points. He 
tried another system yesterday 
involving repealed change of the 
headband. That did not work ei- 
ther and you knew the game was 
up when he asked if his oppo- 
nent was usings new balls just 
after he had seen them rolled 
out of the canister for his scr- 


developed a strange intimacy 
with his towel ibis fortnight, a 


with his towel ibis fortnight, a 
relationship which makes him 
the Linus of the greensward. 
Wiping his face is not a func- 
tional act, it is more a nervous 


vice game 

There was more tennis in the 
first gome of Henman’s match 
with Stich. but then rain drove 
the players off court for over two 
and a half hours. It seems they 
were drinking bottles of pop 
during the suspension as both 
had to leave the arena again af- 
ter play resumed. 

Stich emerged with two 
strands of cotton drooping from 
his shorts. Detailed inspection 
revealed these to be his Legs. On 
a bad day. the German can be- 
lieve they only hold G7 summits 


O Published by Newspaper PuMWiinj; PLC I Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London E!4 SDL and primed nt Mimn Oilt-ur Prim. Si 
Albans Road. Watford Back issues available Irmn Hranric Newspapers. UJtfRK **13711. 

Fndm i July I W Rcdffcinl a. a no'pjfvr wtth IV- Po* OHke 


to invent ways of doing him 
down, and if moaning was a test 
of merit he would -be an 


Olympian. 

Stich, however, has been lib- 


erated by his decision to retire 
and Wimbledon will he his last 
Grand Slam tournament. The 
1992 champion has a degener- 
ative shoulder injury and has 
also become tired with the grind 
of travelling. On ycsicrdafs 
showing there will be few in the 
locker room offering a lift fc en- 
tice him back on the circuit. 

By the time of the second ses- 
sion most of the ticket-holders 
had been disinterred and they 
witnessed the unusual sight of 
Henman becoming increasing- 
ly traumatised. Having un- 
screwed his effervescence 
against Richard Krajicek in the 
previous round our man had 
forgotten to put the cap back on 
overnight. He was flat Henman 
was distracted, vocally self-crit- 
ical and eventually driven to 
thrashing a bag with his racket. 

The British Nol described it 
as the worn day of his tennis fife, 
and he was almost as upset as 
the pavement touts lefi with 
sheaves of tickets for the night- 
mare semi-finals. 
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